
Why Pedestrian Accidents in Georgia Often Lead to High-Value Injury 

Claims 

What Makes These Cases So Severe — and So Legally Complex 

When a car hits a pedestrian, there’s no contest. The human body is no match for the force of a 

vehicle, and the damage is often catastrophic. In Georgia, we’ve seen an alarming rise in 

pedestrian injuries and fatalities, especially in urban areas like Atlanta and along high-speed 

suburban corridors. But what many people don’t realize is that pedestrian accidents often lead 

to some of the most serious injury claims in the legal system — not just because of the injuries, 

but because of what those injuries take away. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve helped injured pedestrians recover 

significant compensation for the physical, financial, and emotional toll of a crash. If you were hit 

by a car while walking, your injuries may entitle you to far more than the insurance company 

first offers. 

Why Pedestrian Accidents Cause Catastrophic Injuries 

Unlike drivers or passengers, pedestrians have no airbags, seatbelts, or structural protection. 

When struck by a moving vehicle, even at relatively low speeds, the results can be devastating. 

Pedestrian victims are far more likely to suffer: 

• Traumatic brain injuries 

• Spinal cord damage 

• Internal bleeding 

• Crushed bones or amputations 

• Permanent disfigurement 

Many clients our Georgia pedestrian accident lawyers represent require emergency surgery, 

long-term rehabilitation, and permanent lifestyle changes. These are not “minor” accidents — 

and they demand serious legal action. 

How Georgia Roads Create Dangerous Conditions for Pedestrians 

Pedestrian safety isn’t just about individual choices. The layout and condition of Georgia’s roads 

play a major role in these devastating crashes. Common hazards include: 

• Wide, high-speed roadways with few crosswalks 

• Poor lighting or lack of sidewalks in suburban areas 

• Inadequate pedestrian infrastructure near schools, shopping centers, or bus stops 

In many cases, drivers claim they “didn’t see” the pedestrian. But visibility alone doesn’t excuse 

negligence. When a driver is speeding, distracted, or fails to yield at a crosswalk, they can — and 

should — be held legally responsible. 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/pedestrian-accidents/
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Why Atlanta’s Urban Growth Has Increased Pedestrian Crash Risks 

As metro Atlanta continues to expand, pedestrian infrastructure hasn’t always kept pace. Fast 

development means more traffic, more foot traffic, and more dangerous intersections. From 

Buckhead to Decatur, high-density growth zones are seeing more serious pedestrian crashes—

especially where crosswalks, signage, and enforcement fall short. 

This is not just an urban planning issue—it’s a legal one. Poor roadway design, faulty traffic 

signals, or inadequate safety features may give rise to claims against government entities or 

contractors responsible for road safety. 

Who Is Liable in a Georgia Pedestrian Accident? 

Under Georgia law, the at-fault party’s insurance is responsible for covering the injured 

pedestrian’s losses. But determining liability isn’t always straightforward. It may involve: 

• A negligent driver who failed to stop or yield 

• A commercial vehicle operator working on the clock 

• A municipality that failed to maintain safe roadways 

• A rideshare driver transporting passengers 

Our legal team investigates every angle, pulling traffic camera footage, speaking with witnesses, 

and securing police reports to prove exactly who caused the crash. In some cases, there may be 

multiple liable parties — and multiple insurance policies that can be pursued for compensation. 

What Compensation Can Pedestrians Seek After a Crash? 

Because pedestrian injuries are often severe, the value of a claim can be significant. You may be 

entitled to financial recovery for: 

• Hospital bills and ongoing medical treatment 

• Future rehabilitation or assistive devices 

• Lost wages and reduced earning potential 

• Pain and suffering 

• Permanent disfigurement or disability 

• Loss of quality of life 

Our attorneys calculate not just your current losses, but your future needs as well. That’s how 

we build strong, evidence-backed cases designed to demand the maximum possible payout. 

How Long-Term Injuries Drive Up the Value of Pedestrian Cases 

Injury severity is just one part of the equation. What truly increases the value of a pedestrian 

injury claim is the long-term fallout. Many victims suffer permanent damage that affects their 

independence, mental health, and ability to earn a living. 



Common long-term complications include chronic pain, mobility limitations, traumatic brain 

injury symptoms, and emotional trauma like anxiety or PTSD. These long-lasting effects often 

lead to higher settlements or verdicts when properly documented—and when legal strategy 

accounts for future needs, not just short-term costs. 

Common Insurance Tactics That Undervalue Pedestrian Claims 

Don’t expect the insurance company to treat you fairly. Even when liability seems clear, insurers 

often try to reduce or deny pedestrian injury claims. We regularly see tactics like: 

• Claiming the pedestrian “darted out” or was partially at fault 

• Downplaying the severity of injuries 

• Delaying medical payments to pressure a settlement 

• Arguing pre-existing conditions are to blame 

Our firm pushes back with facts. We use your medical records, expert opinions, and crash 

evidence to prove the full value of your case — and we don’t back down when insurers try to 

cut corners. 

Pedestrian Fatalities and Wrongful Death Claims in Georgia 

Tragically, many pedestrian crashes are fatal. When a loved one is killed by a negligent driver, 

families are left grieving and searching for answers. In Georgia, wrongful death claims allow 

surviving family members to seek compensation for: 

• Funeral and burial expenses 

• Lost future income and benefits 

• Emotional anguish and loss of companionship 

• Pain and suffering of the deceased prior to death 

These cases are emotionally charged and legally complex. Our firm handles them with 

compassion and determination, making sure families get the answers and accountability they 

deserve. 

Why You Need a Pedestrian Accident Lawyer Who Knows Georgia Law 

Insurance companies will never offer what your case is truly worth unless they know you have 

legal firepower on your side. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve recovered more than $1 

billion for injured Georgians — including those hit while walking to work, crossing a parking lot, 

or simply trying to get home. 

We know the medical issues, the financial consequences, and the tricks insurers use to deny 

rightful claims. Let us take the pressure off so you can focus on healing. 

Timing Matters in a Georgia Pedestrian Injury Claim 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/wrongful-death/


Waiting too long to act can seriously hurt your case. Evidence disappears, memories fade, and 

deadlines approach. In Georgia, most pedestrian accident claims are subject to a two-year 

statute of limitations—but certain factors, like government liability or a minor being injured, can 

alter that timeline. 

Early action also helps protect your rights while medical treatment is ongoing. Our firm starts 

working immediately to preserve evidence, interview witnesses, and shield you from insurance 

company tactics meant to delay or reduce your payout. 

Talk to a Georgia Pedestrian Accident Lawyer Today 

If you or someone you love was hit by a car in Georgia, now is the time to take action. The 

sooner you speak with an attorney, the better your chances of building a strong case. Contact 

the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates for a free consultation. Let Georgia’s Power 

Law Firm fight for the full compensation you deserve. 
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