Why Bicycle Accidents in Georgia Often Lead to Serious Injury Claims

How High-Impact Bike Crashes Turn Into High-Stakes Legal Battles

In Georgia cities like Atlanta, Duluth, and Marietta, more people are choosing bicycles for daily
commutes, weekend rides, and short errands. But when cyclists share the road with drivers who
aren’t paying attention, the consequences can be devastating. A car-vs-bicycle crash may last
only seconds, but the injuries can affect a rider for years — or a lifetime.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our Georgia bicycle accident lawyers have
handled many cases where injured cyclists were left with broken bones, brain injuries, or worse.
These cases often turn into legal fights with insurance companies that try to avoid responsibility.
If you were hit while riding your bike in Atlanta or anywhere in Georgia, you may be entitled to
substantial compensation — but only if your case is taken seriously from the start.

Why Bicycle Accidents Cause Severe Injuries

Unlike drivers and passengers in cars, bicyclists have no built-in protection. No steel frame. No
airbags. Just a helmet and the clothes on their back.

That means even low-speed collisions can result in major trauma. We regularly handle cases
involving:

e Traumatic brain injuries, even with helmet use

e Broken collarbones, ribs, wrists, and hips

e Spinal cord injuries and paralysis

e Disfigurement and permanent scarring

e Severe road rash that leads to infection or skin grafts

The cost of treatment for these injuries adds up quickly — and the emotional toll is just as real.
Many riders lose their independence, ability to work, or confidence to get back on the road.

How Insurance Companies Try to Downplay Bicycle Crash Claims

After a crash, you expect the driver’s insurance to cover your losses. But too often, cyclists face
pushback. Insurance adjusters may:

e Question whether the cyclist followed traffic laws

e Blame the cyclist for riding outside a bike lane

e Suggest the rider “came out of nowhere”

e Undervalue medical claims by labeling injuries as “minor”

This strategy isn’t about facts — it’s about saving money. That’s why we act fast to gather
evidence and show exactly how the driver’s negligence caused the crash.

Many Georgia Roads Aren’t Built With Cyclists in Mind
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In both urban and rural parts of Georgia, cyclists face a patchwork of road conditions. Some
streets have well-marked bike lanes. Others have no shoulders, faded paint, or aggressive traffic
patterns that put riders in harm’s way.

When infrastructure fails to protect cyclists, drivers must take extra care to avoid collisions.
Unfortunately, many don’t. From cars turning across bike lanes to drivers speeding past cyclists
with no buffer, these negligent behaviors often lead to serious — and preventable — injury.

Distracted and Aggressive Drivers Pose Major Risks to Cyclists
We’ve handled numerous bike accident cases involving drivers who were:

e Texting while driving

e Speeding or tailgating

e Impaired by drugs or alcohol

e Driving aggressively or cutting off cyclists

When drivers act carelessly or recklessly, they can be held fully liable for the injuries they cause.
But proving what happened isn’t always simple. We work with investigators, accident
reconstruction experts, and medical professionals to build a case that can stand up in court.

Fighting for Full Compensation After a Bicycle Crash
In a serious bicycle accident claim, damages may include:

e Emergency room and hospital bills

e Follow-up care, therapy, and surgery

e Lost wages and future loss of earning potential

e Permanent disability or disfigurement

e Pain and suffering, emotional distress, and loss of enjoyment of life

We know how to calculate the true cost of a crash and push back when insurance companies try
to settle for less than you deserve.

What to Do After a Bicycle Accident in Georgia

If you were hit while riding your bike, taking the right steps in the hours and days after the crash
can make or break your case. Here's what you should do:

e Call the police and make sure an official report is filed.

e Document the scene if you’re able — take photos of the vehicle, your bike, your injuries,
and any visible damage.

e Get medical attention right away, even if you feel “okay.” Internal injuries and
concussions aren’t always obvious at first.

e Don’t give a recorded statement to the insurance company without talking to a lawyer
first.



e Contact a Georgia bicycle accident lawyer as soon as possible to begin building your
case.

Quick action can help preserve crucial evidence and prevent the insurance company from
twisting the facts to minimize your claim.

When a Bicycle Accident Leads to Wrongful Death

Tragically, some bicycle accidents in Georgia are fatal. When a cyclist is struck by a car at high
speed — or when they suffer fatal head trauma or internal injuries — families are left grieving
and searching for answers.

In these heartbreaking cases, we help families pursue wrongful death claims to seek justice and
financial recovery for:

e The full value of the loved one’s life under Georgia law
e Funeral and burial expenses

e Medical costs prior to death

e Pain and suffering the cyclist experienced

e Loss of companionship and future income

These cases are never just about money. They’re about accountability, closure, and honoring
the life that was taken too soon. Our firm takes that responsibility seriously.

Bicycle Accidents Involving Children and Teens

Child cyclists are particularly vulnerable on Georgia roads. They may be harder to see due to
their size and may not always follow traffic rules as predictably as adults. But that doesn’t make
them any less entitled to safety — or compensation when drivers fail to act responsibly.

We’ve handled cases where young riders were struck near schools, parks, and neighborhood
intersections. In these situations, insurance companies may try to argue the child was “reckless”
or “in the wrong place,” but Georgia law often protects minors from those blame tactics.

Our firm works closely with pediatric medical experts and family members to document the full
impact of the injury, including future medical care, emotional trauma, and lost opportunities.
When your child is hurt, we take it personally — and we fight to make things right.

What If the Driver Leaves the Scene or Has No Insurance?

Not every driver who hits a cyclist sticks around. Hit-and-run crashes and collisions involving
uninsured or underinsured drivers are sadly common in Georgia.

If this happens to you or your loved one, you still may have legal options. Many people don’t
realize their own auto insurance — specifically uninsured motorist (UM) coverage — can apply
even if they weren’t driving at the time of the crash.



We help clients file UM claims, locate potential third-party coverage, and deal with
uncooperative insurers. These cases can be complex, but our team knows how to find answers,
build strong claims, and push back when you're being treated unfairly.

Why Cyclists Need a Lawyer Who Understands Georgia Law

Georgia’s laws around bicycle safety, right-of-way, and comparative fault can affect the outcome
of your claim. Even when a driver clearly caused the crash, their insurance company may still try
to reduce your compensation by pointing to road design, signage, or your riding position.

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we know how to counter those arguments with clear
evidence and strong legal strategy. We’ve represented cyclists across the state — from
downtown Atlanta to suburban roads and rural highways — and we understand how to hold
negligent drivers accountable.

Whether you're facing months of recovery or mourning the loss of someone you love, our firm
is here to fight for you every step of the way.

Why Time Matters in Georgia Bicycle Accident Cases

Georgia law limits how long you have to file a claim after a bicycle crash. In most cases, the
statute of limitations is two years — but waiting even a few weeks can make your case harder to
prove.

Evidence disappears. Witnesses forget details. Insurance companies become more aggressive.

The sooner you contact our firm, the sooner we can secure critical records, preserve physical
evidence, and protect your rights. Whether you’re still in the hospital or trying to make ends
meet during recovery, we’re ready to take the pressure off your shoulders and start building
your case today.

Our Georgia Bicycle Accident Lawyers Are Ready to Help

If you were hurt in a bike crash anywhere in Georgia, don’t go up against the insurance company
alone. Let us investigate your case, gather the facts, and fight for full compensation on your
behalf.

We’ve recovered over $1 billion for injured Georgians, and we’re ready to help you. Contact the
Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates today for a free consultation.



https://www.garymartinhays.com/contact/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/contact/

