What to Do After a Hit-and-Run Bicycle Accident in Georgia

How Injured Cyclists Can Take Legal Action Even When the Driver Flees

A bicycle crash is traumatic enough. But when the driver speeds away without stopping, it adds
another level of fear, confusion, and frustration. In Georgia, hit-and-run accidents involving
cyclists aren’t just reckless — they’re illegal. Still, these cases happen far too often on city
streets, rural roads, and suburban intersections.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve represented many injured cyclists
who were left behind by drivers who didn’t stop to help. Our Georgia bicycle accident lawyers
know how to investigate hit-and-run cases, find potential insurance coverage, and demand
accountability for the harm you’ve suffered. Even if you don’t know who hit you, you may still
have a strong claim for compensation — but you need to act quickly.

Why Hit-and-Run Bicycle Crashes Are So Common in Georgia

In cities like Atlanta, Marietta, and Duluth — and on rural highways across the state — cyclists
share the road with drivers who aren’t always paying attention. Some of these drivers make a
bad situation worse by panicking and fleeing the scene.

Common reasons drivers flee after hitting a cyclist include:

e They don’t have insurance or a valid license

e They were drinking, texting, or driving distracted
e They’re afraid of being arrested or sued

e They simply panic and try to avoid consequences

But no matter the reason, leaving the scene of a crash is a crime in Georgia. Under O.C.G.A. §
40-6-270, drivers are legally required to stop and provide assistance. Failing to do so can result
in jail time, fines, and civil liability.

What to Do After a Hit-and-Run Bicycle Accident in Georgia

When a driver leaves the scene, the steps you take next can make or break your case. Even if
you’re shaken, injured, or unsure what just happened, here’s what you should try to do — or
ask someone nearby to help:

e (Call 911 immediately. Report the crash and request medical help. Let the dispatcher
know it was a hit-and-run and give as much detail as possible.

e Get medical attention. You may have serious injuries that aren’t immediately obvious.
Prompt treatment also creates a clear record for your case.

e Write down everything you remember. Include details like the vehicle’s color, make,
license plate digits (even partial), direction of travel, and the driver’s appearance.
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e Talk to witnesses. Get names and contact info. Ask what they saw and if they have
dashcam or phone video.

e Take photos. Capture the scene, your damaged bike, visible injuries, and any debris or
tire marks.

e File a police report. Make sure officers document the hit-and-run properly. Your attorney
can help you amend or supplement it if details are missing.

Even if you never find the driver, these actions help protect your rights and lay the groundwork
for an uninsured motorist (UM) claim.

How Uninsured Motorist Coverage Can Help in a Hit-and-Run

Many Georgia residents don’t realize that their own car insurance can cover them in a bicycle
crash — even if they weren’t driving. If you have UM coverage, it may apply when:

e The driver is never identified
e The driver has no insurance
e Thedriver is known but flees and can’t be located for a liability claim

UM policies are designed to step in when you’re injured by someone who can’t be held directly
accountable. They can help cover:

e Medical bills

e Lost wages

e Pain and suffering

e Permanent disability

e Future care and support

We frequently handle UM claims for injured cyclists in Georgi and understand how to deal with
insurers who try to limit payouts. These claims are often treated as adversarial, even though
you’re dealing with your own insurance company. Having a lawyer on your side is key to
avoiding lowball offers or denied claims.

What If the Hit-and-Run Driver Is Identified Later?

In some cases, investigators or private attorneys can help identify the at-fault driver days or
even weeks after the crash. Surveillance footage, witness tips, and vehicle damage reports may
lead to a suspect.

If the driver is found, they can be held legally and financially responsible for:

e Fleeing the scene
e Causing the crash and resulting injuries
e Pain and suffering, loss of income, and medical expenses



Our legal team works closely with investigators, accident reconstruction experts, and law
enforcement to help locate missing drivers when possible. But even if the case remains
unsolved, we pursue every available legal avenue to get you compensated.

Why Hit-and-Run Bicycle Accidents Can Lead to Long-Term Harm

Cyclists are completely exposed during a crash. There’s no frame, airbag, or safety system to
cushion the blow. When the driver flees, victims often wait longer for help — and that delay can
worsen injuries.

We’ve seen hit-and-run bike crashes result in:

e Traumatic brain injuries

e Severe road rash and infection

e Broken bones requiring surgery

e Spinal cord trauma and paralysis

e Emotional trauma from being left behind

The financial, physical, and emotional toll of these accidents can be overwhelming. Many clients
are left unable to work, ride again, or live independently. Our goal is to make sure they’re fully
compensated — not just for what they’ve lost, but for what they’ll need moving forward.

Protecting Your Rights When the Other Driver Isn’t There to Speak

In a typical accident case, you can rely on the driver’s statement, insurance coverage, and crash
report to build your claim. But in a hit-and-run, you start with less — and the burden often shifts
to you.

That’s why it’s critical to:

e Preserve every detail and piece of evidence

e Act quickly to start the claims process

e Avoid talking to insurance adjusters alone

e Work with a lawyer who knows how to fight back

We don’t let insurers treat hit-and-run victims like they’re worth less just because the at-fault
driver disappeared. Our firm knows how to build a strong claim based on what happened — not
what’s missing.

Why Acting Promptly Matters in Georgia Hit-and-Run Bicycle Claims

The statute of limitations in Georgia for personal injury claims is typically two years. But don’t
wait.

In hit-and-run cases:

e Video footage is often deleted within days



e Witnesses forget or move away
e Insurance companies grow more aggressive with delays

We act fast to gather police reports, medical records, surveillance footage, and insurance
documents. If the driver is found later, we’re ready to file a civil lawsuit. If they aren’t, we
pursue all available options for recovery through UM and other coverage sources.

Our Georgia Bicycle Accident Lawyers Can Protect Your Rights

If you were hurt in a hit-and-run bike crash anywhere in Georgia, don’t assume you’re out of
options. We know how to find answers, navigate complicated insurance claims, and fight for
every dollar you deserve — even when the driver runs away.

Let the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates take the pressure off your shoulders.
Contact us today for a free consultation.



