Understanding Road Rash Injuries from Bicycle Accidents in Georgia

Why Road Rash Is Often More Than Just a Surface Wound

When a cyclist hits the pavement in a bicycle accident, the friction burns off more than just skin
— it can strip tissue, expose nerves, and lead to infection. These injuries may look minor at first,
but they quickly escalate into serious medical and legal concerns.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our Georgia bicycle accident lawyers have
seen countless cases where what began as “just a scrape” became a long-term ordeal.

If you’ve suffered road rash in a bicycle accident in Atlanta or anywhere in Georgia, you may be
entitled to compensation that covers your full recovery — from ER visits to physical therapy and
beyond. Here’s what you should know.

What Makes Road Rash So Serious?

Road rash isn’t just a small scrape or cut. Depending on the force and speed of the fall, it can
involve:

e Deep abrasions and lacerations that require stitches and surgical cleanup
e Embedded gravel or debris, which increases infection risk

e Full-thickness skin loss, leading to significant scarring or grafting

e Emotional trauma, pain, and anxiety tied to severe visible injuries

These injuries often demand extensive treatment, dressings, risk antibiotic side effects, and can
leave permanent marks. Minimizing them threatens both your health and legal recovery.

Why Insurance Companies Don’t Treat Road Rash Like Real Injuries

I”

Insurance adjusters often dismiss road rash as “superficial” or “cosmetic,” refusing to pay for
long-term therapy or scar treatments. They search your social media for smiling selfies and cite
pre-existing skin conditions, then offer lowball settlements that don’t even cover immediate
bills.

We counter by thoroughly documenting every stage of recovery — wound photos, medical
invoices, follow-up notes, scar evaluation, and expert opinions on long-term impact. That’s how
we build full-value claims.

Hidden Medical and Financial Costs

The most serious financial toll of road rash comes later. Consequences of road rash from a
bicycle accident may include:

e Multiple wound care sessions and physical therapy
e Specialized scar-reduction treatments, laser therapy, or grafting
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e Prescription medications, from antibiotics to topical creams
e Lost work time, especially if the injury limits mobility or personal presentation
e Emotional impacts like insomnia or social anxiety tied to visible scars

These costs add up — and insurers know it. That’s why early documentation and expert
projections are crucial to your road rash claim.

Proving the Bicycle Accident Caused Your Road Rash

Insurers often argue your injury came from an earlier incident or everyday wear. To defeat that
narrative, we:

e Document the crash scene and initial injury

e Secure photos/videos from the day of the accident

e Collect your complete medical timeline — ER visit, follow-ups, scar assessments
e Retain expert opinions on potential permanent damage and future treatment

Each step strengthens the legal link between the crash and the impact on your life.
When Road Rash Leads to Permanent Scarring
Scars affect more than skin. They can:

e Require lifelong treatment and cosmetic care

e Cause self-consciousness, anxiety, or depression

e Make working in public-facing jobs more challenging

e Lead to clothing limitations, temperature sensitivity, and other daily restrictions

Under Georgia law, these long-term consequences warrant compensation — and our team
ensures they’re included in your case.

Road Rash Injuries Often Occur Alongside Other Trauma

In serious bike crashes, road rash is just one part of the injury picture. Cyclists thrown from their
bikes may also suffer broken bones, concussions, torn ligaments, or internal injuries. We often
see road rash cases combined with:

e Facial fractures from impact with the pavement

e Shoulder dislocations or wrist fractures from bracing the fall

e Head injuries when helmets shift or dislodge

e Lower body injuries when dragged by the vehicle or skidding across asphalt

When multiple injuries occur, insurers may try to focus only on what seems “minor.” We make
sure all injuries—visible or not—are accounted for and documented as part of your full claim.

How Road Rash Impacts Children Injured in Bicycle Crashes



Children are especially vulnerable when they suffer road rash in a bicycle accident. Their skin is
more delicate, the risk of infection is higher, and the emotional effects can last for years. We've
seen young clients left with permanent scars on their faces, arms, or legs — injuries that can
affect confidence, mobility, and even future job prospects.

In Georgia, insurance companies may still try to minimize the harm or blame the child for riding
unsafely. But Georgia law recognizes the reduced responsibility of minors and allows for
stronger legal protections. We work closely with families to make sure every aspect of the injury
is documented, including long-term care and emotional recovery.

How Our Georgia Bicycle Accident Lawyers Build Your Road Rash Claim
We aren’t just here for a quick settlement. We:

e Help you get immediate medical care and follow-up appointments

e Track every healthcare visit, including scar management or counseling

e Quantify future treatment needs and estimate continued financial impact
e Negotiate aggressively with insurers using full documentation

e Prepare for litigation if insurers refuse to pay what the injury truly costs

Don't agree to sign any release or settlement until you've fully healed — and your full medical
needs are known. We’ll review any offers and advise whether they truly reflect all current and
future costs.

Timing Is Critical After a Road Rash Bicycle Injury

Even if you think your road rash is healing fine, early medical evaluation is critical. Infections can
set in quickly. Deep abrasions may not fully heal without professional care. And legally, delays in
treatment can hurt your case.

Waiting too long to see a doctor gives insurance adjusters an excuse to argue your injury was
minor or unrelated to the crash. We recommend seeing a doctor immediately, attending every
follow-up, and keeping a clear medical paper trail. This timeline becomes vital evidence when
demanding compensation.

Road Rash and Wrongful Death in Bicycle Crashes

While most road rash injuries are survivable, they can be a factor in fatal bicycle crashes —
especially when combined with head trauma, internal injuries, or infection. In rare but tragic
cases, sepsis or complications from neglected wound care may lead to death.

When that happens, our team helps families file wrongful death claims that account for the full
extent of the loss. That includes funeral expenses, pre-death medical costs, pain and suffering,
and the full value of the life lost. No amount of money can replace a loved one, but a strong
claim can provide stability, closure, and justice.



https://www.garymartinhays.com/wrongful-death/

What to Expect From a Legal Claim Involving Road Rash

Every road rash case is different, but most follow a similar path:

Initial Consultation — We listen to what happened and explain your legal options.
Case Investigation — Our team gathers accident reports, photographs, and witness
statements.

Medical Record Review — We collect all injury documentation, including specialist
notes.

Claim Filing — We submit a demand to the at-fault party’s insurance company.

Negotiation Or Litigation — We push for a fair settlement or take the case to court if
needed.

Throughout this process, our role is to make sure no part of your injury is downplayed or
overlooked—and that the financial burden isn’t left on your shoulders.

Contact a Georgia Bike Accident Lawyer Experienced with Road Rash Cases

Road rash from a bicycle accident can spiral into serious, scarring, lifelong issues. Don’t accept a
superficial settlement that sells you short.

With over $1 billion won for Georgia injury victims, the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays
& Associates is ready to investigate your crash, document your injury, and fight for full, fair
compensation.

Contact us today for a free consultation. It costs you nothing to talk to us, and we offer legal

representation to injured cyclists on a contingency fee basis. That means we only get paid if we
win your case.
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