Injured as a Passenger in a Motorcycle Accident in Georgia?

Motorcycle Passengers Face Serious Risks And Deserve Full Protection Under
Georgia Law

Motorcycle passengers don’t control the throttle, the brakes, or the handlebars—but when a
crash happens, they often suffer some of the worst injuries. In Georgia, motorcycle passengers
who are hurt in an accident have every right to pursue compensation for their medical
expenses, pain and suffering, lost wages, and more. However, the legal path to recovery can be
confusing, especially when the driver of the bike is someone they know, or when multiple
vehicles are involved.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Atlanta motorcycle accident
lawyers have helped injured riders and passengers in Georgia recover millions of dollars in
compensation. Whether you were hurt while riding with a friend, partner, or rideshare
motorcycle driver, we can help you navigate your legal options and demand the recovery you
deserve.

Here’s what every motorcycle passenger needs to know after a serious crash.
Passenger Injuries in Georgia Motorcycle Crashes Are Often Severe

Passengers are just as vulnerable as motorcycle operators—sometimes even more so. In many
cases, they’re thrown from the bike during a crash and may not have the same level of
situational awareness or grip strength as the rider. Common passenger injuries include:

e Traumatic brain injuries (TBIs), even with a helmet

e Spinal cord injuries and paralysis

e Broken legs, arms, ribs, or pelvis

e Road rash, burns, and deep lacerations
e Internal injuries or organ damage

e Emotional trauma and PTSD

These are not minor injuries. Motorcycle passengers often face long-term hospital stays,
rehabilitation, and lost income. Some never fully recover.

That’s why seeking immediate medical treatment and strong legal representation is critical.
Who Is Legally Responsible When a Motorcycle Passenger Is Injured?

Georgia law allows injured passengers to pursue a personal injury claim against any party
whose negligence contributed to the crash. Depending on the circumstances, that may include:

The Motorcycle Driver
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If the driver of the motorcycle was speeding, weaving through traffic, or otherwise riding
recklessly, they may be liable—even if they’re a friend or loved one. This is often a difficult
conversation, but your claim is typically handled through their insurance policy, not their
personal assets.

Another Driver

If another vehicle caused the crash—by turning left in front of the motorcycle, following too
closely, or failing to yield—that driver’s insurance could be responsible for your injuries.

A Third Party

In some cases, poor road design, mechanical defects, or even negligent maintenance could
contribute to a motorcycle crash. When that happens, a city, manufacturer, or maintenance
provider might also be at fault.

Georgia follows a modified comparative negligence rule. That means you can recover damages
as long as you're less than 50% at fault. As a passenger, your percentage of fault is generally
zero unless you did something that directly contributed to the crash (like distracting the driver
or interfering with the controls).

What Kind of Compensation Can Motorcycle Passengers Receive?

Injured passengers may be eligible for compensation that covers both economic and non-
economic damages, including:

e Medical bills (hospital stays, surgeries, medications, rehab)
e Future medical costs and long-term care

e Lost wages and lost earning potential

e Pain and suffering

e Emotional distress

e Loss of enjoyment of life

In rare cases, if gross negligence was involved—such as drunk driving or extreme recklessness—
punitive damages may also be pursued.

Our motorcycle accident lawyers can help calculate the full value of your claim and fight for
every dollar you deserve.

How Does Motorcycle Insurance Work for Passenger Injuries?

Georgia law requires motorcycles to carry minimum liability coverage, which may help cover a
passenger’s injuries. However, the minimum limits (525,000 per person, $50,000 per accident)
are often far too low to cover serious injuries.

That’s why it’s important to investigate all potential sources of insurance coverage, including:



e The motorcycle operator’s liability coverage

e The at-fault driver’s liability coverage (if a car caused the crash)

e Uninsured/underinsured motorist (UM/UIM) coverage on either policy
e MaedPay (medical payments coverage), if available

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we review every possible policy to maximize your recovery,
especially in cases involving multiple vehicles or disputed fault.

What If the Motorcycle Driver Is a Friend or Family Member?

It’s common for injured passengers to hesitate before pursuing a claim against someone they
know. But it’s important to understand that your claim is almost always against their insurance
company, not them personally.

Most people carry insurance precisely for situations like this. You have the right to protect your
health and financial future without feeling guilty about using the insurance coverage that’s
already in place.

Our attorneys handle these cases with sensitivity, respect, and a focus on resolving claims in a
manner that minimizes unnecessary personal conflict.

What to Do After a Motorcycle Passenger Injury in Georgia

If you were a passenger on a motorcycle involved in a crash, here are the most important steps
you can take:

Get Medical Attention Immediately

Some injuries—especially internal injuries or brain trauma—aren’t obvious right away. Always
see a doctor after a crash.

Document Everything

Keep track of your medical records, prescriptions, doctor notes, and any out-of-pocket
expenses. If you have photos of the scene or contact info for witnesses, save those as well.

Avoid Giving Recorded Statements

Insurance adjusters may try to get you on record, downplaying your injuries or blaming the
motorcycle operator. Politely decline until you speak with a lawyer.

Contact an Experienced Motorcycle Accident Attorney

The sooner you talk to a lawyer, the faster they can start protecting your rights and
investigating the crash.

How Our Legal Team Helps Injured Motorcycle Passengers in Georgia



At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we know how to handle high-stakes motorcycle accident
claims, including cases involving seriously injured passengers.

Here’s what we do for you:

e Launch a full investigation to determine fault

e Gather crash reports, witness statements, and physical evidence

¢ Identify all available insurance coverage

e Work with your doctors to document the full scope of your injuries
e Negotiate with the insurance company from a position of strength
e File alawsuit and go to trial if necessary to pursue justice

Our firm has recovered over $1 billion for injured Georgians—and we’re ready to fight for you,
too.

Injured in a Motorcycle Accident as a Passenger? Let Us Help You Move Forward

You didn’t cause the crash, but you’re the one suffering. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we
take your case seriously from day one. Our Georgia motorcycle accident attorneys know how to
investigate these cases, hold negligent drivers accountable, and help passengers recover the
compensation they need to heal.

We offer free consultations and don’t charge a fee unless we win your case. If you or someone
you love was injured while riding as a motorcycle passenger, contact us today to see how we
can help you.

Don’t let the insurance company call the shots. Call Georgia’s Power Law Firm.
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