
Motorcycle Road Rash Injuries and Legal Options in Georgia 

Understanding Road Rash, Treatment Costs, and How a Lawyer Can Help You 

Pursue Compensation 

Motorcycle accidents are some of the most dangerous events on Georgia roads. Even when a 

rider avoids broken bones or head trauma, another painful and costly injury often follows: road 

rash. While some people think of road rash as a minor scrape, the reality is far more serious. 

Riders can suffer deep tissue damage, permanent scarring, and infections that require months 

of treatment. And insurance companies often underestimate what these injuries truly cost. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our motorcycle accident lawyers 

represent injured riders across Georgia, including those suffering from severe road rash after a 

crash. We understand the physical pain, emotional toll, and financial stress these injuries cause. 

Whether you were hit by a driver or forced off the road to avoid a collision, our legal team is 

here to help you recover the compensation you need to heal and move forward. 

What Is Road Rash After a Motorcycle Accident? 

Road rash is a friction burn that occurs when skin makes contact with the pavement or another 

rough surface. During a motorcycle wreck, riders are often thrown from the bike or dragged 

across asphalt. Without the protection of a car frame, even a low-speed accident can result in 

significant abrasions. 

Road rash injuries vary in severity. They are commonly categorized in three degrees: 

• First-Degree Road Rash: Mild abrasions that affect only the outermost layer of skin. 

These injuries may cause redness, bruising, and pain but typically heal without medical 

intervention. 

• Second-Degree Road Rash: Deeper injuries that damage the dermis, or second layer of 

skin. These wounds may bleed, swell, and develop blisters. Medical treatment is often 

required to prevent infection and promote healing. 

• Third-Degree Road Rash: Severe injuries where all layers of skin are torn away, often 

exposing fat, muscle, or bone. These injuries may require skin grafts, surgery, and long-

term wound care. Third-degree cases are more likely to leave permanent scarring or lead 

to disfigurement. 

While most motorcyclists expect to encounter a few scrapes and bruises in the event of an 

accident, severe road rash can be one of the most painful and debilitating outcomes of a crash. 

Why Motorcycle Road Rash Should Never Be Ignored 
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Beyond the obvious pain and visible wounds, road rash can lead to serious medical 

complications if not properly treated. Some of the most concerning issues include: 

• Infection: Gravel, dirt, and debris can become embedded in the skin. If not completely 

removed, the wound can become infected, leading to fever, pus, cellulitis, or even sepsis 

in extreme cases. 

• Permanent Scarring: Deeper wounds often heal with thick, raised scars that can cause 

psychological distress or physical limitations, especially on joints or large areas of the 

body. 

• Loss of Mobility: Scar tissue near elbows, knees, or shoulders can limit range of motion. 

In some cases, physical therapy is required to regain function. 

• Nerve Damage: In third-degree cases, road rash can sever nerves, causing numbness, 

tingling, or permanent loss of sensation in the affected area. 

• Skin Graft Complications: When large sections of skin are removed, surgeons may need 

to perform grafts from other parts of the body. These procedures carry risks of infection, 

rejection, and additional scarring. 

Ignoring road rash or attempting to treat it with home remedies can result in worse outcomes. 

Infections can delay healing, raise treatment costs, and leave lasting damage. Always seek 

prompt medical attention, even if the injury seems minor at first. 

What Treatment for Road Rash Typically Involves 

The medical care required for road rash depends on the depth and location of the injury. Most 

treatment plans include: 

• Cleaning the wound thoroughly to remove all debris 

• Applying topical antibiotics to prevent infection 

• Dressing the wound with sterile bandages that must be changed regularly 

• Prescribing pain medication or anti-inflammatories 

• Administering tetanus shots if necessary 

• Performing debridement (removal of dead skin) 

• Scheduling follow-up care to monitor healing 

• Recommending skin grafts for severe cases 

In addition to physical treatment, some riders may also need counseling or mental health 

support. Severe road rash can impact a person’s body image, self-esteem, or ability to 

participate in former activities like work or exercise. 

Common Causes of Road Rash in Georgia Motorcycle Accidents 



Road rash typically occurs during crashes where the rider is thrown or dragged across the 

ground. Common causes include: 

• Left-turn accidents, when a car turns in front of an oncoming motorcyclist 

• Lane change collisions, especially on highways 

• Drivers opening car doors into the rider’s path (dooring) 

• Rear-end collisions that eject the rider 

• Sudden stops or turns to avoid reckless drivers 

• Poor road conditions, such as potholes or loose gravel 

Even in “no contact” situations where a car never touches the bike, a careless driver can still be 

responsible for the crash. If you laid your bike down to avoid getting hit, you may still be eligible 

to file a claim. The key is consulting an experienced Georgia motorcycle accident lawyer as soon 

as possible. 

Who Pays for Road Rash Treatment After a Motorcycle Accident? 

In Georgia, the at-fault driver’s insurance company is responsible for paying your damages, 

including medical expenses related to road rash. These costs can add up quickly, especially if 

you require: 

• Emergency room visits 

• Hospitalization 

• Burn unit treatment 

• Follow-up appointments 

• Antibiotics or prescription drugs 

• Surgery or skin grafting 

• Physical therapy 

However, many insurers try to downplay road rash as a minor injury. They may offer quick 

settlements that do not account for long-term care, scarring, or emotional harm. You should 

never accept an insurance payout without first speaking to a motorcycle accident attorney who 

understands the true impact of your injuries. 

How Road Rash Affects Motorcycle Accident Compensation 

Road rash may seem like a simple surface injury, but it can dramatically affect your quality of 

life. When calculating damages in a motorcycle accident claim, we account for more than just 

your medical bills. 

Our team fights to secure full compensation for: 
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• Past and future medical expenses 

• Lost income from time off work 

• Loss of earning capacity if you cannot return to your job 

• Pain and suffering 

• Emotional distress 

• Permanent scarring or disfigurement 

• Loss of enjoyment of life 

We may also use expert testimony from doctors, surgeons, and mental health professionals to 

support your claim. Photographs, journals documenting your pain, and witness statements from 

loved ones can all help demonstrate how your road rash injuries have changed your life. 

What to Do After Suffering Road Rash in a Georgia Motorcycle Crash 

If you or someone you love has suffered road rash in a motorcycle accident, the steps you take 

next are critical. Follow these recommendations: 

• Get immediate medical care. Early treatment can reduce the risk of infection and 

support your recovery. 

• Document your injuries. Take photos of your wounds and keep a log of your symptoms, 

appointments, and expenses. 

• Report the crash to the police. Make sure an official record is filed, especially if the 

other driver was at fault. 

• Do not speak to the insurance company without legal guidance. Anything you say could 

be used to downplay your injury. 

• Talk to an experienced motorcycle accident lawyer. A trusted legal team can launch an 

investigation, protect your rights, and pursue fair compensation. 

Why Injured Riders Trust Gary Martin Hays & Associates 

Since 1993, our law firm has recovered more than $1 billion for Georgia families. We 

understand the challenges injured motorcyclists face, both on the road and in the courtroom. 

Insurance companies often treat riders unfairly, assuming they are reckless or exaggerating their 

injuries. We know that road rash is not just a scrape — it is a painful, potentially life-altering 

injury that deserves serious legal representation. 

When you work with our law firm, you do not pay any upfront costs. We only get paid if we win 

your case. With eight office locations across Georgia, including Atlanta, and a team that travels 

to meet with clients, we make it easy to get the legal support you need. 

Contact Our Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyers Today 
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If you are dealing with road rash after a motorcycle crash in Atlanta or anywhere in Georgia, you 

should not have to suffer in silence or face the insurance company alone. At the Law Offices of 

Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we take your motorcycle accident injuries seriously and fight to 

recover every dollar you deserve under Georgia law. 

Contact us today for a free consultation. We will explain your potential legal options, answer 

your questions, and guide you through the legal process with compassion and confidence. Let 

us help you heal, rebuild, and move forward with your life. 
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