
Biker’s Arm Injuries After Motorcycle Accidents in Georgia 

What Motorcyclists Need to Know About This Devastating Condition and Their 

Legal Rights 

Motorcycle accidents often leave riders with painful and lasting injuries. Among the most 

serious is a condition known as biker’s arm, which can affect a rider’s ability to work, drive, or 

complete basic daily tasks. Despite its severity, biker’s arm is frequently misunderstood or 

overlooked by insurance companies that are more focused on obvious injuries like broken bones 

or road rash. If you suffered nerve damage in a motorcycle crash in Georgia, you may be dealing 

with biker’s arm — and you deserve a full and fair recovery. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our attorneys represent injured 

motorcyclists throughout Georgia, including those dealing with partial or permanent paralysis 

from biker’s arm. We understand the medical science behind this injury, how it affects your life, 

and the tactics insurance companies use to try and avoid paying what your case is worth. Our 

goal is to help you hold the at-fault driver accountable and pursue the compensation you need 

to move forward. 

What Is Biker’s Arm? 

Biker’s arm, sometimes called rider’s arm, is a type of nerve damage that occurs when the 

upper arm, shoulder, or elbow sustains trauma during a motorcycle crash. In many cases, the 

rider instinctively braces for impact during the fall, extending an arm to shield themselves. That 

impact can crush, stretch, or sever important nerves, leading to serious long-term impairments. 

The injury often affects the brachial plexus, which is a network of nerves that control sensation 

and movement in the shoulder, arm, and hand. When this area is damaged, the signals between 

your brain and arm may be disrupted or cut off entirely. As a result, riders can experience 

anything from tingling and weakness to full paralysis in the affected arm. 

Unlike a broken bone or a cut that heals over time, nerve damage can be permanent. Even with 

surgery, physical therapy, and assistive devices, some riders never fully regain the use of their 

arm or hand. 

How Biker’s Arm Happens in a Motorcycle Crash 

Motorcyclists are particularly vulnerable to upper body injuries during an accident. Unlike 

drivers in enclosed vehicles, riders have no structural protection in a crash. When a collision 

occurs, especially a side impact or a fall onto pavement, the arm that hits the ground first often 

absorbs the full force. 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/motorcycle-accident/
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There are several ways a crash can lead to biker’s arm. A vehicle might sideswipe a rider during 

a lane change, forcing the rider off balance and causing a direct fall onto one arm. A rear-end 

collision at a stoplight can throw the rider off the bike and onto the shoulder. In some cases, a 

rider’s arm may be trapped between the bike and the road or crushed beneath another vehicle. 

Even when a motorcyclist tries to control the fall, their instincts often work against them. 

Reaching out to catch themselves can cause extreme hyperextension of the shoulder or elbow, 

stretching or tearing the delicate nerves in the process. 

Signs and Symptoms of Biker’s Arm 

Biker’s arm can present itself in a variety of ways depending on the location and severity of the 

nerve damage. Some riders may notice symptoms right after the crash, while others develop 

them slowly in the days or weeks that follow. 

Common signs include: 

• Numbness or tingling in the arm, hand, or fingers 

• Muscle weakness or loss of strength in the arm or shoulder 

• Pain or burning sensations radiating down the arm 

• Limited range of motion or difficulty lifting objects 

• Partial or complete paralysis of the arm 

In some cases, muscle atrophy may develop over time. This occurs when the nerves no longer 

signal the muscles to contract, leading to shrinking and loss of muscle tissue. 

If you notice any of these symptoms after a motorcycle accident, it is critical to see a doctor as 

soon as possible. Early diagnosis can improve treatment options and help prevent further 

complications. 

Diagnosing and Treating Biker’s Arm 

Diagnosing biker’s arm typically involves a physical examination, medical imaging, and nerve 

conduction tests. Doctors may use an MRI or CT scan to identify damage to the brachial plexus 

or surrounding areas. Electromyography (EMG) can help determine how well the nerves are 

transmitting signals and whether muscle response is normal. 

Treatment for biker’s arm depends on the extent of the injury. In mild cases, physical therapy 

and rest may help the nerves regenerate over time. Anti-inflammatory medications or nerve 

pain prescriptions may also be recommended. 

In more serious cases, surgery may be needed to repair torn nerves or transfer healthy nerves 

from other parts of the body. Some riders may require tendon or muscle transfers to restore 



function. Recovery can take months or even years, and some riders never regain full use of the 

affected arm. 

Long-Term Impact on Motorcycle Accident Victims 

Biker’s arm is not just a medical condition; it is a life-altering injury. Many riders who suffer from 

this form of nerve damage find that it affects every part of their daily life. 

Some are unable to return to work, especially if their job requires lifting, driving, or using tools. 

Others may struggle with basic tasks like dressing, cooking, or carrying groceries. The emotional 

toll can be just as significant. Loss of independence, chronic pain, and reduced quality of life 

often lead to depression or anxiety. 

For riders who were once active and adventurous, this injury can feel like the loss of a core part 

of their identity. That is why seeking legal help is not just about compensation — it is about 

reclaiming control and demanding justice for what was taken from you. 

Insurance Companies Often Undervalue Biker’s Arm Claims 

Despite the serious nature of biker’s arm, insurance companies frequently try to categorize it as 

a minor injury. They may argue that numbness or tingling is temporary or unrelated to the 

crash. In some cases, they even suggest that the rider had a preexisting condition. 

This is where having an experienced motorcycle accident lawyer becomes critical. At Gary 

Martin Hays & Associates, we know how to document the full impact of biker’s arm using 

medical records, expert testimony, and clear evidence of how your life has changed. We work 

with neurologists, surgeons, and vocational specialists to show the true scope of your injury and 

how it affects your ability to work and live independently. 

Compensation Available in a Biker’s Arm Case 

If your biker’s arm injury was caused by a negligent driver, you may be entitled to financial 

compensation for a wide range of losses. These can include: 

• Medical expenses, including surgery and physical therapy 

• Lost income and future earning potential 

• Pain and suffering 

• Emotional distress 

• Assistive devices or in-home care 

• Permanent disability or loss of limb function 

• Loss of enjoyment of life 



In the most severe cases, where the injury results in permanent paralysis or prevents you from 

returning to your previous lifestyle, the value of the case may be substantial. Our legal team 

works tirelessly to pursue every dollar you are owed. 

Why Riders Across Georgia Trust Gary Martin Hays & Associates 

Our law firm has recovered over $1 billion for injured clients in Georgia. We have helped 

thousands of riders take on powerful insurance companies and win the compensation they 

deserve. We understand the medical and legal nuances of biker’s arm and know how to fight for 

victims who are facing a lifetime of physical and emotional challenges. 

We proudly serve clients throughout the state with office locations in: 

• Atlanta 

• Duluth 

• Lithonia 

• College Park 

• Gainesville 

• Marietta 

• Conyers 

• Jonesboro 

If your injury makes travel difficult, our team is prepared to meet with you at home, in the 

hospital, or at a location that is convenient for you. We offer free consultations, and there are 

no upfront costs. You only pay if we recover money for you. 

Talk to a Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyer About Biker’s Arm 

If you are struggling with biker’s arm after a motorcycle crash in Georgia, you do not have to 

face this alone. The road to recovery may be long, but you do not have to walk it without 

support. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we will fight for your rights and 

help you pursue the financial resources you need to heal and rebuild your life. 

Contact us today for a free consultation. Let us listen to your story, explain your legal options, 

and stand by your side every step of the way. You deserve justice. We are ready to help you 

claim it. 
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