What If a Road Hazard Caused Your Motorcycle Crashin
Georgia?

Motorcycle Riders in Georgia Face Serious Risks from Poor Road
Conditions

Riding a motorcycle offers a sense of freedom that few other vehicles can match. But when
Georgia’s roads are riddled with hazards like potholes, loose gravel, or debris, that
freedom can turn into a nightmare. Motorcycle riders are particularly vulnerable to crashes
caused by poor road conditions, and when an accident occurs, it often results in
devastating injuries. If you were injured in a motorcycle accident caused by a road hazard,
it’s important to understand your legal rights and what options you may have to recover
compensation.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle
accident lawyers have handled serious injury cases involving unsafe roads, dangerous
intersections, and poor maintenance. With offices in Atlanta, Duluth, Lithonia, College
Park, Gainesville, Marietta, Jonesboro, and Conyers, we help riders across the state hold
those responsible accountable.

Who Is Responsible for Road Conditions in Georgia?

If your motorcycle crash was caused by a road hazard, the next question becomes: who is
liable? The answer often depends on where the crash occurred and what type of hazard
caused it.

In general, roads in Georgia are maintained by one of the following:

e State Agencies: The Georgia Department of Transportation (GDOT) is responsible
for interstates, highways, and state routes.

e County Governments: Local counties are responsible for maintaining many
secondary roads.

e City or Municipal Agencies: Local cities and towns are responsible for maintaining
neighborhood streets and urban areas.

Government agencies have a legal duty to inspect, maintain, and repair public roads. If
they fail to address known dangers, such as large potholes or broken pavement, and a
crash results, they may be held legally responsible. However, these claims often require
notice procedures and strict legal deadlines. In some cases, a private contractor or
construction company may be at fault if poor workmanship or road debris caused your
motorcycle to crash.

Common Road Hazards That Cause Motorcycle Accidents
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Motorcycles are less stable than passenger vehicles and offer no protection in the event of
a crash. Even a small road defect can lead to a serious wreck. Some of the most common
hazards that cause motorcycle accidents in Georgia include:

Potholes and crumbling asphalt

Loose gravel or sand on pavement
Uneven lanes or abrupt edge drop-offs
Debris from construction or fallen cargo
Open utility covers or drainage grates
Oil spills or slick surfaces

Poorly marked road work zones

Any one of these can throw a motorcycle off balance, especially at higher speeds orin
adverse weather conditions. Riders are also at risk when road signs are missing or
construction zones lack proper warnings.

What to Do After a Motorcycle Crash Caused by a Road Hazard

If you believe your crash was caused by a road hazard, it’s critical to take the right steps
immediately. Your actions following the accident can impact your health, recovery, and
any future legal claims.

Here’s what to do:

Get medical attention. Even if you feel okay at first, delayed symptoms can appear
days after a crash. Internalinjuries, concussions, or soft-tissue damage may not be
obvious right away.

Report the crash. Call 911 and make sure a police reportis filed. Document the
scene and mention any visible road hazard to the responding officer.

Take photos and videos. If you’re able, take pictures of the crash scene, your
injuries, and the road condition that caused your accident.

Identify withesses. Bystanders or other drivers may have seen what happened.
Their statements could help prove liability later.

Talk to a motorcycle accident lawyer. Claims involving road hazards and
government liability are often complex and time-sensitive. A lawyer can guide you
through the process and make sure critical evidence is preserved.

Can | Sue the Government for a Road Hazard Motorcycle Crash in Georgia?

Yes, but it’s not easy. Claims against state or local governments fall under Georgia’s

sovereign immunity laws, which place limits on when and how you can sue a public entity.
That’s why it’s important to work with a law firm that knows how to navigate these rules.
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For example, if you plan to file a claim against a Georgia state agency (like GDOT), you
must provide ante litem notice within 12 months of the date of the crash. If the responsible
party is a county or city agency, you typically have only 6 months to give notice. This notice
must include specific information and be submitted properly; otherwise, your claim may
be denied before it is even started.

An experienced motorcycle accident attorney can handle these requirements for you while
investigating whether the agency had prior knowledge of the hazard and failed to act.

How Delayed Injury Symptoms Can Complicate Your Case

Many motorcycle crash victims don’t experience symptoms immediately. Adrenaline and
shock can mask pain. It may take hours or days for injuries to show up, especially when it
comes to:

e Concussions or traumatic brain injuries
e Whiplash or neck sprains

e Internal bleeding

e Softtissueinjuries

e Nerve damage

Unfortunately, insurance companies use delayed medical treatment as a reason to
question your injuries. They may argue that your condition was caused by something else
or wasn’t serious. To protect your case, always see a doctor after a crash and follow
through with all recommended treatment. Make sure any delayed symptoms are
documented in your medical records.

What If Debris from Another Vehicle Caused the Crash?

Sometimes, road hazards are not natural or due to poor maintenance. A motorcycle may
crash after hitting cargo that fell off a commercial truck, tools dropped from a construction
vehicle, or objects left behind by another driver. In these cases, it may be possible to file a
claim against the individual or company that created the hazard.

Proving these cases often requires quick investigation. Skid marks, dash cam footage,
eyewitness statements, and debris patterns can help link the hazard to a specific vehicle.
Your attorney may also be able to obtain surveillance video or identify the vehicle through
truck logs or license plate records.

How a Motorcycle Accident Lawyer Can Help

If you were injured in a motorcycle accident caused by a road hazard, a lawyer can step in
to protect your rights and build a strong case on your behalf. At Gary Martin Hays &
Associates, we help crash victims across Georgia understand their legal options and fight
for the full compensation they deserve.
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We can:

e Investigate the scene and document the road hazard

e File proper notice if a government agency is involved

e Handle all communication with insurance companies

e Work with crash reconstruction experts

e Pursue a settlement or take the case to court if necessary

We know how to hold the right parties accountable, whether it’s a state agency that failed
to repair a dangerous stretch of road or a driver who left debris behind.

Motorcycle Riders Deserve Safe Roads and Fair Treatment

When poor road conditions cause motorcycle crashes, riders often pay the highest price.
Severe injuries, lost wages, and long-term medical needs are common. You shouldn’t have
to deal with all of that on your own, especially if someone else’s failure to maintain the
road led to your crash.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our dedicated legal team stands
up forinjured motorcyclists throughout Georgia. With offices in Atlanta, Duluth, Lithonia,
College Park, Gainesville, Marietta, Jonesboro, and Conyers, we’re ready to meet you
where you are and help you take action.

If a road hazard caused your motorcycle accident, we can help you pursue justice and
demand accountability. We also offer legal representation to injured motorcycle riders on
a contingency fee basis, which means there are no upfront costs, and you pay absolutely
nothing unless we win your case. In other words, you have nothing to lose and potentially
much to gain by working with us.

Find out how Georgia’s Power Law Firm can help with your potential legal case. Contact us
today for a free consultation.
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