
How to File a Personal Injury Lawsuit in Georgia 

Why Legal Representation Is Critical When Pursuing a Claim 

Filing a personal injury lawsuit in Georgia may sound straightforward. Someone hurt you, 
you want to be compensated, and the civil justice system is a pathway to making you 
whole again. But once you step into the legal system, that simplicity disappears. 
Procedural rules, insurance tactics, and legal deadlines can quickly turn what feels like a 
clear case into a confusing uphill battle, especially if you’re dealing with the aftermath of a 
serious injury or the death of a loved one. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia personal injury 
lawyers spent decades guiding accident victims through every phase of this process. From 
car crashes and truck wrecks to serious motorcycle accidents and slip and fall claims, we 
know the strategies that work and the mistakes that can cost you your case. 

So yes, you can look up how to file a personal injury lawsuit on your own. But the real 
question is whether you want to risk your future trying to navigate this alone. Here’s what’s 
involved and why working with a lawyer is one
 of the most important decisions you can make if you or someone you love has been 
injured in an accident involving negligence. 

Understanding the Basis for a Personal Injury Claim in Georgia 

To bring a personal injury lawsuit in Georgia, you must prove that someone else’s 
negligence caused your injury. That means showing: 

• The other party owed you a duty of care 
• They breached that duty by acting carelessly or recklessly 
• Their actions directly caused your injury 
• You suffered actual damages (such as medical bills, lost wages, or pain and 

suffering) 

Common personal injury cases include: 

• Car and truck accidents 
• Motorcycle crashes 
• Pedestrian and bicycle accidents 
• Slip and fall injuries 
• Dog bites 
• Workplace or construction injuries 
• Wrongful death 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/personal-injury/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/wrongful-death/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/


But proving these elements isn’t just about telling your story. It requires detailed evidence, 
a legal strategy, and a strong understanding of how Georgia courts handle these types of 
claims. 

The Statute of Limitations in Georgia Is Strict 

In most cases, you only have two years from the date of your injury to file a personal injury 
lawsuit in Georgia. If you miss that deadline—even by a day—you can lose your right to 
compensation forever. 

There are exceptions for certain types of claims, such as those involving government 
entities or injuries to minors, but these have their own strict rules. Knowing the correct 
deadline and preserving your right to sue takes more than reading a calendar. A lawyer 
makes sure nothing falls through the cracks. 

Steps to Filing a Personal Injury Lawsuit in Georgia 

The actual process of filing a lawsuit includes several legal steps. Here’s how it typically 
works when you're represented by an attorney: 

1. Investigation and Evidence Collection 

Your legal team gathers medical records, accident reports, photographs, surveillance 
footage, witness statements, and expert opinions. This builds the foundation for your 
claim. 

2. Drafting a Complaint 

A formal legal document, called a complaint, is written and filed in the appropriate Georgia 
court. It outlines who the defendant is, what they did wrong, how you were injured, and 
what compensation you’re seeking. 

3. Serving the Defendant 

The defendant must be legally notified of the lawsuit, typically through certified mail or a 
process server. If this step isn’t done correctly, the case can stall or be dismissed. 

4. Waiting for a Response 

The defendant files an answer, either admitting or denying your claims. This opens the door 
to litigation. 

5. Discovery Phase 

Both sides exchange evidence, take depositions, and submit written questions 
(interrogatories). This is where cases are won or lost. 

6. Settlement Negotiations 



Many personal injury claims are resolved before trial. A skilled attorney negotiates with the 
defendant’s insurance company to secure a fair settlement. 

7. Trial, If Necessary 

If a settlement isn’t reached, your lawyer takes the case to court and argues before a judge 
or jury. 

Each of these steps involves detailed paperwork, legal strategy, and strict deadlines. 
Representing yourself means taking on all of this while recovering from an injury and 
fending off trained insurance adjusters and defense lawyers. 

Why You Shouldn’t File a Personal Injury Lawsuit Without a Lawyer 

The Internet is full of forms and how-to guides, but personal injury litigation is not a DIY 
project. Here’s why trying to file on your own is almost always a mistake: 

• You don’t know what your claim is worth. Without legal knowledge and case 
experience, most victims underestimate the value of their injuries, especially when 
it comes to long-term effects, emotional trauma, and future losses. Insurance 
companies rely on this. 

• You’ll be outmatched from the start. Insurance adjusters are trained negotiators. 
Defense lawyers work for corporations that fight these cases every day. If you go it 
alone, the odds are stacked against you. 

• You could make procedural mistakes. Filing in the wrong court, missing 
deadlines, or using the wrong legal language can cause your case to be dismissed 
entirely. 

• You might accept a lowball offer. Many victims are pressured to settle for less 
than they deserve, just to get the process over with. Once you accept a settlement, 
you can’t go back, even if your injuries get worse. 

• You’ll be on your own in court. Representing yourself in front of a judge or jury is 
incredibly difficult, especially when the defense raises complex arguments about 
liability or damages. 

In short, filing a lawsuit without legal support isn’t just risky. It can cost you everything. 

The Role of a Personal Injury Lawyer in the Lawsuit Process 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our job is to level the playing field. We handle every step 
of your claim so you can focus on healing. That means: 

• Investigating the accident and gathering strong evidence 
• Coordinating with your doctors to document your injuries 
• Calculating the full value of your damages 



• Negotiating with insurance companies 
• Filing the lawsuit and managing court deadlines 
• Arguing your case at trial, if necessary 

We also deal with all the stress that comes with a legal fight. Our clients trust us to be their 
voice, their protector, and their advocate when the system seems stacked against them. 

You Only Get One Shot, So Don’t Gamble With It 

Some people hesitate to call a lawyer because they think it’ll cost too much or that their 
case “isn’t that serious.” Others worry they’ll be seen as “sue-happy” or make things 
harder than they need to be. 

We understand those concerns. But here’s the truth: the insurance company already has 
lawyers on its side. They are not your friends, and they will not look out for your future. If 
you don’t have someone fighting just as hard for you, you’re already at a disadvantage. 

You have one opportunity to get this right. One chance to get the compensation you need 
to pay your bills, support your family, and move forward with dignity. That’s not something 
you should try to figure out alone. 

We’ve helped thousands of clients win their personal injury claims and have recovered 
over $1 billion for families in Georgia. We’ve taken on powerful insurance companies, 
unraveled complicated liability issues, and delivered life-changing results. Let us do the 
same for you. 

Talk to a Georgia Personal Injury Lawyer Before You File Anything 

If you were hurt in a car crash, truck accident, slip and fall, or any incident caused by 
someone else’s negligence, don’t go into this alone. Before you try to file anything with the 
court or talk to an insurance adjuster, call us. 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we offer free consultations for personal injury victims 
across Georgia. We’ll explain your rights, help you understand your options, and guide you 
through the next steps. And if we take your case, you won’t pay us a cent unless we win. 

You’ve got one shot. Let’s make it count. Contact us today for a free consultation. 

 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/how-much-does-it-cost-to-hire-a-personal-injury-lawyer-in-georgia/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/contact/

