Truck Accident Evidence Destruction in Georgia

What Happens When Trucking Companies Hide or Destroy Key Proof?

In a serious Georgia truck accident, the evidence collected in the hours and days after the crash
often determines the outcome of the case. Police reports, black box data, dashcam footage,
maintenance logs, and witness statements can all help prove what happened and who’s at
fault. Without this evidence, trucking companies and their insurers may try to deny
responsibility, shift blame to the victim, or minimize the amount they pay in damages.

Unfortunately, some trucking companies take steps to hide or even destroy critical evidence.
When this happens, it’s not just an unethical tactic—it’s a violation of Georgia law with serious
consequences. That’s why victims and their families need an attorney who understands how to
protect and preserve the proof that could make or break their case.

What Is “Spoliation” and How Does It Apply to Trucking Companies?

“Spoliation” is a legal term for the destruction, alteration, or withholding of evidence that is
relevant to a legal claim. In truck accident cases, spoliation can occur when a trucking company:

e Deletes electronic logging device (ELD) or black box data
e Erases or overwrites dashcam video

e Discards or “loses” maintenance records

e Alters driver logbooks

e Fails to retain inspection reports

In Georgia, if a trucking company knows—or should know—that a crash could lead to litigation,
they have a legal duty to preserve all related evidence. Destroying or tampering with that
evidence can lead to serious legal consequences.

Types of Evidence Trucking Companies Might Try to Destroy
The most common types of evidence at risk in a Georgia truck accident case include:

1. Black Box / ECM Data — Records speed, braking, acceleration, and more in the seconds
before a crash.

2. Hours-of-Service Logs — Show whether the driver complied with federal limits on driving
hours.

3. Dashcam or Surveillance Footage — Can capture the moments leading up to the crash.
Maintenance and Inspection Records — Reveal whether the truck was in safe operating
condition.

5. Hiring and Training Files — Show whether the driver was properly vetted and trained.

6. Dispatch Communications — Include emails, text messages, or phone records between
the driver and the trucking company.
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Each of these pieces of evidence can be critical in proving negligence and holding the trucking
company accountable.

Why Trucking Companies Might Try to Hide or Destroy Evidence

The stakes are high in truck accident cases. A fully loaded tractor-trailer can cause catastrophic
injuries or death, and the resulting claims can be worth millions. By destroying evidence, a
trucking company may hope to:

e Avoid liability for violating safety regulations
e Protect their insurance coverage from a large payout
e Cover up FMCSA violations that could result in fines or license suspensions

e Limit the damages they have to pay to victims
This behavior is not only unethical, but it can backfire dramatically in court.
Legal Consequences of Spoliation in Georgia Truck Accident Cases

When a trucking company destroys or withholds evidence, Georgia courts can impose severe
penalties. These may include:

e Civil Penalties — Fines or monetary sanctions

e Criminal Charges — In extreme cases, destruction of evidence can be prosecuted as a
crime

e License Suspension or Revocation — The FMCSA and Georgia Department of Public
Safety can suspend or revoke operating authority

e Court Sanctions — The judge can limit the company’s ability to present a defense

e Striking the Answer — The judge removes the trucking company’s defense entirely and
rules them at fault

e Jury Instructions — The judge may instruct the jury to assume the destroyed evidence
would have been unfavorable to the company

In some cases, the destruction of evidence can lead to a situation where the jury’s only job is to
decide how much money to award the victim, because fault has already been established.

Gary Martin Hays on Evidence Destruction: “Frankly, There’s Going to Be Hell to Pay”

Gary Martin Hays is a Georgia truck accident lawyer with decades of experience who has seen
the impact of evidence destruction. In his words:

“Frankly, there’s going to be hell to pay.”

This statement reflects the legal reality for trucking companies caught hiding or destroying
evidence. Judges do not look kindly on parties that try to gain an advantage by concealing the
truth, and the sanctions can be severe.
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For instance, a judge can strike the trucking company’s answer entirely, leaving the jury to
decide only the value of the victim’s damages.

How an Experienced Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Protects Evidence

Time is the enemy when it comes to preserving evidence. That’s why one of the first steps an
attorney takes in a truck accident case is to send a spoliation letter, which is a formal notice to
the trucking company instructing them to preserve all relevant records, data, and materials.

Other steps a lawyer may take include:

e Filing motions to preserve evidence through the court

e Requesting immediate access to the truck’s black box data before it is overwritten

e Obtaining protective orders to stop a company from disposing of records

e Hiring accident reconstruction experts to analyze available evidence and recreate the
crash sequence

These measures help ensure that the trucking company cannot quietly erase or alter the proof
needed to win the case.

What to Do If You Suspect Evidence Is Being Destroyed
If you believe a trucking company is hiding or destroying evidence after a crash, you should:

e Contact an Attorney Immediately — The sooner your lawyer can send a spoliation letter
and file preservation motions, the better.

e Avoid Direct Communication With the Trucking Company or Insurer — Anything you say
could be used against you.

e Document Everything You Can — Take photos of the scene, your injuries, and your
vehicle, and keep copies of all medical and insurance paperwork.

Acting quickly can mean the difference between a strong case and one that’s impossible to
prove.

Don’t Let Critical Evidence Disappear. Get Legal Help Now

Evidence destruction is a serious matter that can change the entire course of a truck accident
case. If you or a loved one has been injured in a Georgia truck crash, you need an aggressive
legal team on your side.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our truck accident attorneys know
how to move fast to protect your rights and preserve the proof you need. Contact us today for
a free consultation so we can start building your case before it’s too late.
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