
Injured in an Accident While Driving a Borrowed Car in Georgia? 

Know Your Rights and Legal Options After a Crash in a Vehicle You Don’t Own 

Borrowing a friend’s or family member’s car might seem like no big deal—until an accident 

happens. In the moments after a crash, you may be dealing with painful injuries, mounting 

medical bills, and confusion about whose insurance applies.  

The legal process can be even more complicated when you weren’t driving your own vehicle. If 

you’ve been hurt in a borrowed car accident in Georgia, an experienced personal injury lawyer 

can protect your rights, deal with the insurance companies, and fight for the compensation you 

deserve. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve helped countless Georgia crash 

victims navigate complex insurance situations. Borrowed car accident claims often involve 

multiple policies, overlapping coverages, and liability disputes, making the need for legal 

representation critical. 

How Insurance Coverage Works in a Borrowed Car Accident 

In Georgia, car insurance generally follows the vehicle, not the driver. That means the insurance 

policy on the borrowed car is usually the first source of coverage for the crash. However, things 

aren’t always that simple. The exact outcome depends on the specific facts, the terms of each 

insurance policy, and whether the driver was permitted to use the vehicle. 

Primary Coverage – The Vehicle Owner’s Policy 

If you were driving with the owner’s permission, their auto insurance policy typically serves as 

the primary coverage. This means their insurer may pay for damages up to the policy’s limits 

before your own coverage is considered. However, the insurance company may still investigate 

whether you were listed as an excluded driver or whether any restrictions apply. 

Secondary Coverage – Your Own Policy 

If the damages exceed the owner’s coverage limits, your own auto insurance may provide 

additional coverage, especially if you carry liability, uninsured motorist (UM), or underinsured 

motorist (UIM) protection. Your policy could also help if the owner’s insurance denies the claim. 

Special Circumstances 

Some borrowed car accidents involve additional complications: 

• Excluded Drivers – If you’re listed as an excluded driver on the owner’s policy, their 

insurance may not cover you at all. 

• Uninsured Borrowed Car – If the borrowed vehicle has no insurance, your own policy’s 

UM coverage may apply. 
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• Business Use – If you borrowed the car for work purposes, commercial insurance or 

employer policies might come into play. 

Sorting out these issues is rarely straightforward. A lawyer can review all potential coverage 

sources and make sure no opportunity for recovery is missed. 

Proving Liability in a Borrowed Car Crash 

Like any car accident claim in Georgia, you must prove that another driver’s negligence caused 

the crash to recover compensation. This involves gathering and preserving evidence such as: 

• Police Reports – These documents provide an official account of the accident. 

• Witness Statements – Independent accounts can help confirm fault. 

• Crash Scene Evidence – Photos, videos, and physical evidence can show vehicle 

positions and damage. 

• Medical Records – Detailed documentation connects your injuries to the accident. 

If the insurance companies dispute liability, things can get more complicated when you’re in a 

borrowed vehicle. The at-fault driver’s insurer might try to shift blame or argue about coverage 

responsibility. That’s why it’s important to have an attorney handle communications from the 

start. 

Recoverable Damages After a Borrowed Car Accident 

Being injured in a borrowed car accident can have the same devastating impact on your life as 

any other crash. If someone else’s negligence caused the collision, you may be entitled to 

compensation for: 

• Medical Expenses – From emergency care to long-term treatment and rehabilitation. 

• Lost Wages – For time missed from work during your recovery. 

• Loss of Earning Capacity – If your injuries affect your ability to work in the future. 

• Property Damage – Repair or replacement of the borrowed vehicle, though the owner 

will typically pursue this through their own insurance. 

• Pain and Suffering – For physical pain, emotional distress, and diminished quality of life. 

An attorney can calculate the full value of your damages and negotiate aggressively to recover 

every dollar you’re entitled to. 

When the Borrowed Car’s Owner is at Fault 

Sometimes, the accident may be partly the fault of the person who loaned you the vehicle. This 

could occur if: 

• The owner knowingly lent you a car with mechanical problems that contributed to the 

crash. 

• The vehicle was unsafe due to worn brakes, faulty lights, or bald tires. 



• The owner allowed you to drive without a valid license, leading to legal complications. 

In these cases, your lawyer may pursue a claim against the vehicle owner’s insurance or other 

liable parties. 

Why Borrowed Car Accidents Require Legal Help 

While all accident claims benefit from skilled legal representation, borrowed car crashes are 

particularly complex because they often involve: 

• Multiple insurance companies 

• Conflicting policy terms 

• Coverage disputes between the driver’s and owner’s insurers 

• Finger-pointing between parties about who is liable 

• Potential personal liability for damages exceeding policy limits 

Insurance companies may take advantage of the confusion to delay, deny, or reduce your 

payout. Without an attorney, you could miss out on coverage that you’re entitled to or 

unknowingly accept a low settlement that doesn’t cover the full extent of your losses. 

Steps to Take After a Borrowed Car Accident in Georgia 

If you’ve been injured in a crash while driving a borrowed car, taking the right steps 

immediately can protect both your health and your potential legal claim: 

1. Call 911 – Get emergency medical attention and report the crash to the police. 

2. Document the Scene – If you’re able to do so, take photos of the vehicles, injuries, road 

conditions, and any contributing hazards. 

3. Get Contact Information – Collect details for the vehicle owner, all drivers, passengers, 

and witnesses. 

4. Seek Medical Care – Even if you feel fine, injuries can surface later. Don’t make 

assumptions about your health. Let a medical professional check you out as soon as 

possible. 

5. Notify Insurance – Both your own insurer and the vehicle owner’s insurer need to be 

informed, but avoid giving recorded statements before speaking with a lawyer. 

6. Contact a Personal Injury Attorney – The sooner you involve legal representation, the 

stronger your claim will be. 

How Gary Martin Hays & Associates Can Help 

When you’re hurt in a borrowed car accident, you shouldn’t have to navigate Georgia’s 

insurance laws and legal system on your own. Our firm can: 

• Investigate the Accident – We gather evidence, interview witnesses, and work with 

experts to determine liability. 



 

• Identify All Coverage Sources – We thoroughly examine every insurance policy to 

uncover all available compensation options. 

• Handle the Insurance Companies – We take over communications, protect you from 

bad faith tactics, and negotiate for a full settlement. 

• Pursue Litigation if Necessary – If the insurers won’t pay fairly, we’re ready to fight for 

you in court. 

Our team has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, and we’re ready to put that 

experience to work for you. 

Contact Georgia’s Power Law Firm For Immediate Legal Help After a Crash 

If you’re injured in an accident while driving a borrowed car in Georgia, don’t assume the 

process of recovering compensation for your losses will be simple. Multiple insurance policies, 

liability disputes, and complex legal rules can make these cases challenging. An experienced 

personal injury lawyer can protect your rights, handle the insurance companies, and fight to 

recover the compensation you need to move forward. 

We’re ready to move quickly to protect your rights and start building your case. The sooner 

you reach out, the sooner we can investigate the crash, deal with the insurance companies, 

and fight for the compensation you deserve. Contact us today to schedule your free 

consultation with one of our Georgia personal injury lawyers. 
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