Motorcycle Accidents Caused By Distracted Drivers In Georgia

How Distracted Driving Puts Georgia Motorcyclists In Danger

Motorcycles are some of the smallest and least protected vehicles on Georgia’s roads. That
makes riders especially vulnerable when a driver looks down at their phone, reaches for food, or
lets their attention drift away from traffic. In an instant, a moment of distraction can lead to a
life-changing motorcycle accident.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident

lawyers know how devastating these crashes can be. Riders often face catastrophic injuries, long
recoveries, and mounting financial pressures — all because another driver failed to keep their
eyes on the road.

Why Distracted Driving Is So Dangerous For Motorcyclists

A passenger car driver might escape with only minor injuries in a distracted driving crash. For
motorcyclists, the same collision often results in catastrophic harm. With no protective frame,
airbags, or seatbelts, riders absorb the full force of impact.

Common factors that make these crashes especially dangerous include:

e Reduced Visibility: Drivers who are looking at a phone or other distraction are less likely
to notice a motorcycle in their blind spot or approaching an intersection.

e Shorter Reaction Times: A driver glancing down at a text loses critical seconds to brake
or swerve.

e Higher Impact Severity: Distracted drivers often fail to slow down before impact,
increasing the risk of severe or fatal injuries.

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), distracted driving kills
thousands of people every year, and motorcyclists remain one of the most at-risk groups.

Common Types Of Distractions That Lead To Motorcycle Crashes

Distraction takes many forms, but certain behaviors are especially dangerous when motorcycles
share the road.

Cell Phone Use

Texting, scrolling social media, or even using navigation apps while driving creates a “triple
distraction” — visual, manual, and cognitive. For motorcyclists, even a brief glance away from
the road can mean a driver never sees them before impact.
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Eating Or Drinking

Drivers eating behind the wheel take at least one hand off the steering wheel and often divert
their eyes from traffic. This loss of control can be deadly when a motorcyclist is nearby.

Adjusting Controls Or Entertainment Systems

Changing a playlist, adjusting climate controls, or fiddling with GPS systems may only take
seconds, but those seconds can be the difference between a safe pass and a rear-end collision.

Talking To Passengers

Conversations, especially heated or emotional ones, can shift a driver’s focus away from the
road. This cognitive distraction reduces their ability to respond quickly to changing traffic
patterns.

Drowsy Or Fatigued Driving

Fatigue can act as a form of distraction, slowing reaction times and reducing awareness of
surrounding vehicles, including motorcycles.

How Distracted Driving Crashes Impact Georgia Riders

When a car or truck driver is distracted, motorcyclists often pay the highest price. Injuries in
these crashes are frequently severe and can include:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI): Even with a helmet, riders may suffer concussions or
severe brain trauma.

e Spinal Cord Injuries: Damage to the spine can cause partial or total paralysis.

e Broken Bones: Arms, legs, ribs, and collarbones are especially vulnerable during impact
or ejection.

e Internal Injuries: Internal bleeding or organ damage may not be immediately visible but
can be life-threatening.

e Severe Road Rash: Sliding across pavement can cause deep abrasions, infections, and

permanent scarring.

These injuries often require extensive hospitalization, multiple surgeries, and long-term therapy.
Riders may be unable to work for months — or ever again — and face overwhelming medical
debt.

Why Insurance Companies Often Blame The Rider

One of the hardest realities for injured riders is how often they are unfairly blamed for crashes.

Insurance adjusters know that stereotypes about motorcyclists can sway public opinion. They
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may claim the rider was speeding, weaving, or otherwise reckless — even when clear evidence
shows the other driver was distracted.

This tactic isn’t just unfair; it can reduce or even eliminate your ability to recover compensation
if you don’t push back with strong evidence. That’s why it’s critical to work with a motorcycle
accident lawyer who understands these cases and knows how to counter biased narratives.

Proving Distracted Driving In A Motorcycle Accident Claim

Building a strong case requires uncovering proof that the driver was distracted at the time of
the crash. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our attorneys take a comprehensive approach to
investigation, including:

e Obtaining Phone Records: These can show if the driver was texting or on a call when the
collision occurred.

e Reviewing Dashcam or Surveillance Footage: Video evidence can capture dangerous
behavior in the moments leading up to the crash.

e Interviewing Witnesses: Bystanders may have seen the driver looking down or
otherwise distracted.

e Analyzing Police Reports: Officers often note signs of distraction in their crash reports.

e Reconstructing the Crash: Expert analysis can help show how distraction caused the
driver to miss key visual cues or react too slowly.

This level of detail strengthens your claim and puts you in a better position to negotiate a fair
settlement or win in court if the insurance company refuses to cooperate.

What Compensation Can Injured Riders Pursue?
Motorcycle accident victims in Georgia may be entitled to a wide range of damages, including:

e Medical Expenses: Current and future costs for hospitalization, surgeries, rehabilitation,
and medication.

e Lost Wages: Income you missed while recovering from your injuries.

e Loss of Earning Capacity: Compensation if you can no longer return to your previous job
or career.

e Property Damage: Repair or replacement of your motorcycle and riding gear.

e Pain and Suffering: The physical and emotional toll of your injuries and recovery.

e Loss of Enjoyment of Life: For the activities and independence you’ve lost due to the
crash.

In cases of wrongful death, families may also seek damages for funeral expenses, loss of

income, and loss of companionship.
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How Our Lawyers Help Motorcycle Accident Victims

Distracted driving cases require experience, resources, and a relentless approach. Our team
handles every aspect of the legal process so you can focus on healing:

¢ Immediate Investigation: Preserving evidence before it disappears.

e Coordinating Medical Care: Ensuring you get the treatment you need while we handle
the paperwork.

e Negotiating With Insurers: Pushing for maximum compensation and rejecting lowball
offers.

e Litigation When Necessary: Preparing every case as if it will go to trial to keep pressure
on the insurance company.

With more than $1 billion recovered for Georgia families, our record speaks for itself. But what

truly sets us apart is our commitment to each client. We don’t just take cases. We take care of
people.

Steps To Take After A Distracted Driving Motorcycle Crash

If you’ve been injured in a crash you suspect was caused by a distracted driver, here’s what you
should do:

1. Seek medical attention immediately. Even if you feel okay, some injuries take time to
surface.
Call the police and get a report. This creates a critical record of the crash.
Gather evidence if possible. Take photos, get witness information, and note any signs of
distraction.

4. Avoid speaking with the other driver’s insurance company. Anything you say could be
used against you.

5. Contact an experienced motorcycle accident lawyer. Early legal help protects your
health and your claim.

How To Protect Your Rights Moving Forward

Recovering after a distracted driving motorcycle crash is never easy. Between medical
appointments, lost income, and the stress of dealing with insurers, it can feel overwhelming.
Having an attorney in your corner means you don’t have to do it alone.

We handle the legal battles so you can focus on what matters most — your recovery. From
investigating the crash to fighting for the full compensation you need to rebuild your life, our
goal is to protect your future every step of the way.

Get Help From An Experienced Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyer
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If you or someone you love was injured in a motorcycle crash because of a distracted driver, you
don’t have to face the aftermath alone. The Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C.
has been fighting for injured motorcyclists across Georgia for decades.

Contact us today for a free consultation. It costs you nothing to find out if you have a case, and
there’s no fee unless we win your case. Let our team explain your options, answer your
guestions, and start building the strongest claim possible for you and your family.
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