The Risks of Overweight Truck Loads on Georgia Roads

Why Overloaded Commercial Trucks Put Everyone in Danger

Georgia’s highways are some of the busiest freight corridors in the Southeast, connecting
Atlanta, Savannah, and major interstates like 1-75, 1-85, and I-20. Every day, thousands of
tractor-trailers haul goods across the state. While trucking plays a very important role in
Georgia’s economy, overweight and overloaded trucks pose a serious danger to everyone
sharing the road.

When trucks exceed federal and state weight limits, the results can be catastrophic. Longer
stopping distances, tire blowouts, brake failures, and rollovers are just a few of the hazards
these vehicles pose. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia
truck accident lawyers have witnessed the devastating consequences of crashes involving
overloaded 18-wheelers. We fight to hold negligent trucking companies accountable and help
injured victims recover the compensation they deserve.

What Are Georgia’s Weight Restrictions for Commercial Trucks?

To keep the public safe, both federal and state laws set strict limits on how much commercial
trucks can legally carry:

e Federal Weight Limits: Under the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the
maximum gross vehicle weight for most interstate trucks is 80,000 pounds.

e Georgia-Specific Regulations: Georgia’s Department of Public Safety enforces these
limits for intrastate travel, with additional restrictions on axle weights and bridge
crossings.

e Special Permits: Trucks exceeding standard weight limits must obtain an oversize or
overweight permit. These permits typically require specialized routing to avoid unsafe
roads and bridges.

When trucking companies ignore these limits or fail to secure the proper permits, they put
everyone on the road at risk.

Why Are Overweight Trucks So Dangerous?

Overloaded trucks aren’t just harder to handle; they dramatically increase the likelihood of
catastrophic accidents. Common risks include:

e Longer Stopping Distances: Heavier trucks need more time and space to stop, especially
at highway speeds.

e Brake Failures: Excessive weight can overheat and wear out braking systems, leading to
dangerous malfunctions.

e Tire Blowouts: Tires are designed to handle specific loads. Exceeding those limits can
cause blowouts that send trucks veering out of control.
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¢ Rollover Accidents: A higher center of gravity combined with excess weight makes
loaded trucks more prone to tipping over.

e Bridge and Road Damage: Overweight loads accelerate wear on Georgia’s
infrastructure, increasing the risk of roadway hazards and structural failures.

Due to these dangers, Georgia law takes overweight truck violations seriously. However, such
violations still occur far too often.

Common Causes of Overweight Truck Accidents

In many cases, overweight truck crashes are completely preventable. They often result from
negligence by drivers, trucking companies, or cargo loaders:

e Pressure to Meet Deadlines: Trucking companies sometimes push drivers to haul
heavier loads to maximize profits and meet tight delivery schedules.

e Improper Cargo Loading: Failure to balance and secure loads safely increases instability
and makes trucks harder to control.

e Lack of Vehicle Inspections: Overweight loads place extra stress on brakes, tires, and
suspensions, which require more frequent inspections.

e Ignoring Permit Requirements: Some companies skip the permitting process entirely to
save time and money, sending overweight trucks onto roads they shouldn’t be on.

When profit is prioritized over safety, it’s Georgia drivers and passengers who pay the price.
Federal and State Enforcement Efforts

The trucking industry is heavily regulated to reduce the dangers posed by overweight and
unsafe vehicles. Georgia operates multiple weigh stations along major interstates to monitor
compliance, ensuring that trucks meet both federal and state weight restrictions. In addition,
the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) conducts random roadside
inspections to identify violations and remove unsafe vehicles from service.

When companies are caught operating overweight trucks, they can face severe consequences,
including substantial fines, potential shutdown orders, and increased insurance costs. Despite
these regulations, enforcement gaps still exist. Some trucking companies deliberately avoid
weigh stations, alter records, or falsify weight tickets in an effort to bypass safety requirements,
putting Georgia drivers at serious risk.

Who's Liable For An Accident Caused By an Overweight 18-Wheeler?

After an accident involving an overloaded truck, determining liability requires a thorough
investigation. Potentially responsible parties may include:

e Truck Drivers: For failing to perform proper pre-trip inspections or refusing to reject
unsafe loads.
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e Trucking Companies: For pressuring drivers, skipping permits, or allowing unsafe

practices.

e Cargo Loaders and Shippers: For improperly loading trailers or misrepresenting cargo
weights.

e Maintenance Providers: If inadequate inspections or faulty repairs contributed to the
crash.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we dig deep to uncover evidence of
negligence, which may include:

e Driver logs and weight tickets

e Scale records from weigh stations

e Maintenance and inspection reports

e Shipping documents showing cargo weights

e Onboard data from the truck’s “black box” system

Holding negligent parties accountable isn’t just about securing compensation. It’s also about
preventing future tragedies.

Common Injuries Caused by Overweight Truck Accidents

Due to their size and weight, overloaded trucks can cause devastating injuries in the event of a
crash. Victims often face life-changing consequences, including:

e Traumatic brain injuries (TBI)

e Spinal cord injuries and paralysis

e Multiple fractures and crush injuries

e Internal organ damage and bleeding
e Severe burns or disfigurement
e Wrongful death

The costs of medical care, lost income, and long-term rehabilitation can overwhelm families.
Our truck accident attorneys work tirelessly to pursue full compensation for every loss.

Recoverable Damages in Georgia

Victims of overweight truck accidents may be entitled to recover a wide range of damages to
help rebuild their lives. Compensation often includes the cost of medical care, from emergency
treatment at the scene to ongoing rehabilitation and long-term support.

Lost wages and reduced earning capacity are also significant considerations, particularly when
injuries prevent a full return to work or lead to permanent disability.

In addition to covering financial losses, the law recognizes the profound physical pain and
emotional trauma caused by these crashes. Property damage, including the cost of repairing or
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replacing vehicles and personal property, is also a common component of many claims. In cases
where a trucking company’s actions were especially reckless or intentional, Georgia law allows
for punitive damages designed to punish wrongdoing and deter future violations.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we carefully evaluate every aspect of your
losses. We leave no stone unturned when calculating the full value of your claim, ensuring you
have the resources you need to move forward.

How Our Attorneys Handle Overweight Truck Accident Claims

Cases involving overloaded trucks often pit victims against large trucking companies, insurers,
and legal teams determined to limit liability. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we level the
playing field by:

e Investigating every detail of the crash and gathering critical evidence

e Working with accident reconstruction experts and engineers to prove violations

e Uncovering patterns of negligence within trucking companies

e Challenging falsified records and holding companies accountable for safety violations
e Fighting aggressively for maximum compensation, whether through settlement or trial

Our firm has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, and we bring the same dedication
and resources to every trucking case we handle.

Schedule a Free Consultation With a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer

Overweight trucks put everyone at risk — from commuters on 1-285 to families driving rural
highways. By holding negligent trucking companies accountable, we not only fight for justice for
our clients but also work to make Georgia’s roads safer for everyone.

When you’re up against powerful trucking companies, you need Georgia’s Power Law Firm on
your side.

If you or a loved one has been injured in an accident involving an overloaded or overweight
truck, contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. today for a free
consultation. We'll explain your rights, investigate your case, and fight for the compensation

you deserve.
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