
Why Illegal U-Turns by Trucks Often Lead to Catastrophic Crashes 

These Dangerous Maneuvers Can Result in Life-Altering Injuries 

It only takes a few seconds for everything to change. A truck driver, unfamiliar with the area or 

running behind schedule, attempts a risky U-turn across multiple lanes of traffic. The maneuver 

seems routine—until it isn’t. In the path of that turning truck is a family heading home from 

work and school. They never see it coming. In a moment, lives are shattered. 

Illegal U-turns are more than a traffic violation when large commercial trucks are involved. 

These high-risk maneuvers can block entire roadways, surprise unsuspecting drivers, and lead 

to devastating consequences. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve 

seen the aftermath of these crashes firsthand: totaled vehicles, life-altering injuries, and 

grieving families searching for answers. 

If you were involved in a crash caused by a truck making an illegal U-turn, you’re likely facing 

pain, confusion, and a wall of resistance from the trucking company and its insurer. You don’t 

have to face this alone. A Georgia truck accident lawyer can help you understand your rights 

and fight for the compensation you deserve. 

Illegal U-Turns and Georgia Law: What Makes a Turn “Illegal”? 

In Georgia, U-turns are generally permitted unless there’s a posted sign prohibiting them, or 

the turn can’t be made safely without interfering with other traffic. For truck drivers operating 

large commercial vehicles, those rules carry even more weight. 

According to Georgia traffic law (O.C.G.A. § 40-6-121), U-turns become illegal when: 

• They interfere with approaching traffic 

• They are made where prohibited by signage 

• They are performed on curves, near the crest of a hill, or in locations with poor visibility 

• The vehicle cannot complete the turn without backing up or obstructing lanes 

When a passenger vehicle makes a bad U-turn, it’s dangerous. But when a fully loaded 80,000-

pound truck does it, the consequences are far more severe. These massive vehicles take longer 

to maneuver, have larger blind spots, and can block entire roadways while attempting wide 

turns. Even a “legal” U-turn can become unlawful if done in a reckless or unsafe way. 

Why Do Truck Drivers Attempt Risky U-Turns in the First Place? 

Truck drivers are under immense pressure to stay on schedule. Delivery deadlines, GPS errors, 

missed turns, and lack of route familiarity can all contribute to a decision to make a U-turn, 

whether it’s legal or not. Some of the most common reasons a trucker may attempt this 

dangerous maneuver include: 
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• Missed Exit or Turn: A driver unfamiliar with local roads may miss their turn and try to 

correct it quickly rather than rerouting. 

• Lack of GPS Guidance for Trucks: Many truckers rely on navigation systems not 

designed for commercial routes, which can lead them onto roads unsuitable for large 

vehicles. 

• Delivery Time Pressure: Tight schedules from trucking companies or shippers may lead 

drivers to cut corners, both literally and figuratively. 

• Inadequate Training: Not all commercial drivers receive proper training about the risks 

and limitations of their vehicles, especially when it comes to safe turning maneuvers. 

Whatever the reason, the result is the same: a massive vehicle obstructing a roadway with little 

time for other drivers to react. 

How Do Illegal U-Turns by Trucks Cause Serious and Fatal Accidents? 

A truck blocking a road while executing a U-turn creates a deadly scenario, especially at night or 

in low-visibility conditions. Common types of crashes include: 

• Underride Accidents: A car crashes into the side of a truck and slides underneath, often 

shearing off the top of the vehicle. 

• T-Bone Collisions: A driver collides with the side of the truck mid-turn, resulting in 

severe injuries or fatalities. 

• Multi-Vehicle Pileups: Sudden stops or swerves to avoid a turning truck can cause 

chain-reaction crashes behind the initial impact. 

• Rear-End Collisions: If the truck stops mid-turn across a lane and oncoming traffic 

doesn’t expect it, rear-end crashes can occur. 

These crashes are rarely “minor.” Victims often suffer from catastrophic injuries like traumatic 

brain injuries, spinal cord damage, broken bones, internal injuries, or wrongful death. 

Who’s Liable in a Truck U-Turn Accident in Georgia? 

Determining fault after a truck U-turn accident can be complicated, but several parties may 

bear responsibility: 

• The Truck Driver: If the driver made the illegal U-turn or ignored safety protocols, they 

can be held liable. 

• The Trucking Company: If the driver was pressured to meet unreasonable deadlines, 

inadequately trained, or hired without proper vetting, the company may be at fault. 

• A Third-Party Logistics Company: In some cases, the party responsible for routing or 

scheduling may also share liability. 

• Maintenance Providers: If the truck’s lighting or reflective materials were faulty and 

contributed to a low-visibility crash, others may be responsible as well. 
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An experienced Georgia truck accident attorney will know how to investigate the full scope of 

liability, especially when the trucking company tries to shift blame or hide evidence. 

Key Evidence in U-Turn Truck Crash Cases 

Trucking companies often move fast to protect themselves after a crash. That’s why it’s critical 

to act quickly to preserve evidence. A thorough investigation may uncover: 

• Dashcam and Surveillance Footage: Captures the moment of the U-turn and 

surrounding traffic behavior 

• Black Box (ECM) Data: Shows speed, braking, and other driver actions leading up to the 

crash 

• Driver’s Logbooks and GPS Records: May reveal driver fatigue, route deviations, or 

hours-of-service violations 

• Company Policies and Training Records: Could show negligence in how the company 

trained or supervised the driver 

• Witness Statements: Firsthand accounts from other drivers or bystanders who saw the 

U-turn unfold 

Truck accident attorneys can issue a spoliation letter to prevent the destruction of this vital 

evidence. 

Real-World Example: What a Dangerous U-Turn Can Look Like 

Consider a Georgia driver traveling eastbound at dusk. The road is dimly lit, and there are no 

traffic signals. A tractor-trailer, attempting a U-turn across both lanes, misjudges the timing. 

The trailer becomes fully perpendicular across the roadway, leaving the driver with nowhere to 

go. 

The car slams into the trailer’s side, resulting in an underride crash. The top of the car is 

completely crushed. Emergency responders are called, and the driver is airlifted with traumatic 

brain injuries. The investigation reveals: 

• The truck driver was not properly trained. 

• The company failed to maintain reflective tape on the trailer. 

• There were no hazard lights activated during the turn. 

This isn't just hypothetical. Similar cases have happened across Georgia and the U.S., and 

victims deserve justice. 

How a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Can Help You Recover 

If you were injured or lost a loved one because a truck driver made a dangerous U-turn, the 

path to justice begins with the right legal support. Here’s how our team can help: 
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• Investigate Quickly: We move fast to preserve evidence, obtain witness testimony, and 

build a strong case. 

• Handle the Insurance Company: Trucking insurers are aggressive. We handle 

negotiations so you don’t have to. 

• Fight for Full Compensation: You may be entitled to medical expenses, lost wages, pain 

and suffering, and more. 

• Prepare for Trial if Needed: While many cases settle, we are fully prepared to take your 

case to court if that’s what it takes to get justice. 

You don’t have to take on the trucking company alone. Let Georgia’s Power Law Firm level the 

playing field. 

Get Legal Help After a Truck U-Turn Crash in Georgia 

Illegal U-turns by commercial trucks are reckless and preventable. If you or someone you love 

was hurt in this type of crash, the stakes are too high to wait. Time-sensitive evidence must be 

preserved, and your case needs immediate attention. 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our experienced attorneys fight for victims of serious truck 

accidents throughout Georgia. We understand the tactics trucking companies use to delay and 

deny claims, and we know how to hold them accountable. 

Contact us today for a free consultation. We’ll review your case, explain your potential legal 

options, and stand by your side every step of the way. You focus on healing. We’ll handle the 

rest. Let us fight for the justice and financial compensation you deserve. 
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