
How CDL Violations Result in Serious Truck Accidents in Georgia 

When a Trucker Breaks the Rules, Innocent People Get Hurt 

Commercial trucks are some of the most dangerous vehicles on Georgia roads. When operated 

safely, they deliver essential goods and keep the economy moving. But when truck drivers 

violate the rules of the road—or worse, break the terms of their Commercial Driver’s License 

(CDL)—the outcome can be devastating. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve represented families whose 

lives were shattered by preventable truck crashes. We know the damage that happens when a 

trucker with a suspended license causes a multi-vehicle wreck. We’ve seen the lifelong injuries 

that result when an unqualified driver loses control of an 80,000-pound tractor-trailer. These 

aren’t just violations—they’re violations that kill. 

If you or someone you love has been hit by a commercial truck, our Georgia truck accident 

attorneys can help you uncover what really happened and hold the right parties accountable. 

Why CDL Requirements Matter in Georgia Truck Accident Cases 

Every commercial truck driver must meet federal and state licensing requirements to legally 

operate a commercial motor vehicle (CMV). These requirements exist to protect the public. 

They include: 

• Completing a certified training program 

• Passing knowledge and skills tests 

• Maintaining a valid and current CDL 

• Meeting health and medical clearance standards 

• Following hours-of-service rules 

• Adhering to state-specific regulations, including Georgia’s CDL endorsements and 

renewal procedures 

A CDL isn’t just a formality. It’s a legal confirmation that the driver is trained, medically fit, and 

qualified to operate a massive, potentially deadly machine. When a trucker violates these rules 

or a company puts an unqualified driver on the road, it dramatically increases the risk of a 

serious crash. 

Common CDL Violations That Lead to Truck Crashes 

Many truck accidents can be traced back to violations of CDL standards. Some are committed 

by the driver, while others result from a company’s failure to enforce the rules. 

Here are some of the most common CDL-related violations that cause wrecks: 

Driving With a Suspended or Expired CDL 
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It is illegal for a truck driver to operate a commercial vehicle without a valid CDL. Unfortunately, 

that doesn’t stop some drivers from getting behind the wheel. A CDL may be suspended or 

revoked for reasons such as DUI, reckless driving, leaving the scene of a crash, or failing to 

comply with child support orders. 

If a driver with a suspended license causes a crash, both the driver and the trucking company 

may be held liable, especially if the company failed to check the driver’s status or allowed them 

to drive knowing their license was invalid. 

Failure to Comply With Medical Certification Requirements 

Federal law requires truck drivers to pass a Department of Transportation (DOT) medical exam 

at least every 24 months to confirm they are physically able to drive safely. Medical conditions 

such as epilepsy, vision loss, severe heart issues, or uncontrolled diabetes can disqualify 

someone from holding a CDL. 

If a medically disqualified driver causes a crash, and it’s discovered that their condition 

contributed to the incident (e.g., a seizure or loss of consciousness), the driver and employer 

could face significant liability. 

Logbook Violations and Hours-of-Service Abuse 

Truck drivers must record their driving hours in a logbook (either paper or electronic) to comply 

with Hours of Service (HOS) regulations. These rules limit the number of hours a driver can 

operate a truck without taking breaks or rest periods. 

Violations occur when drivers falsify logs, exceed the allowed driving time, or skip mandatory 

rest breaks. Fatigue-related crashes are especially dangerous because a sleepy driver reacts 

more slowly—or falls asleep entirely. 

If a crash occurs and the driver’s logbook shows irregularities, it can indicate negligence and 

may strengthen an injury claim. 

Operating a Truck Without the Proper Endorsements 

Different types of commercial vehicles and loads require specific endorsements on a CDL. For 

example: 

• Tanker trucks require a tank vehicle endorsement. 

• Trucks transporting hazardous materials (HAZMAT) need a hazardous materials 

endorsement. 

• Double and triple trailers need a special trailer endorsement. 

A driver operating a vehicle without the appropriate endorsement may not have the training to 

do so safely. This kind of CDL violation can lead to catastrophic crashes, especially when 

carrying volatile or oversized loads. 
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Lack of Ongoing Training or Supervision 

Trucking companies have a responsibility to properly train their drivers and provide regular 

oversight. That includes making sure drivers understand how to operate their vehicles under 

different weather and road conditions, how to perform pre-trip inspections, and how to 

respond to mechanical issues or emergencies. 

When a company fails to train or supervise a driver who then causes a crash, they may be held 

legally responsible under a theory of negligent hiring, training, or supervision. 

How CDL Violations Contribute to Real-World Truck Crashes 

Violating CDL regulations doesn’t always lead to a crash, but when it does, the consequences 

can be devastating. Some real-world examples include: 

• A Fatigued Driver Falsifying Logbooks: A trucker skips mandatory rest breaks to meet 

delivery deadlines, falls asleep at the wheel, and crashes into stopped traffic on I-75. 

• An Unlicensed Driver in a Construction Zone: A trucking company allows an employee 

with a suspended CDL to operate a dump truck in a road work zone. The truck 

overturns, crushing a passenger vehicle. 

• A Driver With a Medical Condition: A long-haul driver with undiagnosed sleep apnea 

loses consciousness on the highway, causing a multi-vehicle pileup. 

• Improperly Endorsed Drivers: A driver without the proper tanker endorsement causes a 

rollover while transporting fuel, leading to a spill and explosion. 

• A Driver Who Can’t Read or Speak English: A non-English-speaking trucker fails to 

understand road signs and warning signals, makes an illegal U-turn, and causes a fatal 

underride accident. 

In every case, these crashes could have been avoided if the driver and the company had 

followed the law. 

Why These Violations Often Go Undetected Until After a Crash 

One of the most frustrating realities for crash victims is that many CDL violations are only 

discovered after an accident has already happened. Trucking companies may: 

• Skip routine license checks 

• Delay or falsify driver medical exams 

• Encourage drivers to push past legal limits 

• Use independent contractors to avoid oversight 

This negligence isn’t just unethical, it’s dangerous. And when a crash does occur, proving these 

violations becomes essential to the injured person’s claim. 

That’s where an experienced truck accident lawyer comes in. 
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How a Georgia Truck Accident Attorney Can Uncover CDL Violations 

If you were injured in a crash with a commercial truck, you probably do not immediately know 

whether a CDL violation played a role. Trucking companies rarely volunteer that information. 

But a skilled attorney can investigate and uncover the truth by: 

• Requesting the driver’s full CDL history and endorsements 

• Reviewing crash reports and police citations 

• Securing black box data and driving logs 

• Analyzing employment and training records 

• Deposing company supervisors or safety managers 

• Consulting with trucking industry experts 

This level of investigation is often the only way to reveal unsafe practices or regulatory 

violations. And it can make a significant difference in the compensation you’re able to recover. 

Holding Trucking Companies Accountable for Putting Lives at Risk 

A truck crash caused by CDL violations is rarely the fault of a single individual. While the driver 

may bear responsibility, the company that hired them often shares the blame. Trucking 

companies can be held liable for: 

• Hiring unqualified or unlicensed drivers 

• Failing to check or monitor license status 

• Ignoring red flags in background checks 

• Falsifying safety records or logs 

• Forcing drivers to meet unrealistic delivery schedules 

When we take on a trucking case at Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we look beyond the 

surface. Our goal is to hold every responsible party accountable—from the driver to the 

employer, to the insurance companies trying to protect their bottom line. 

What Compensation Can Victims of CDL-Related Truck Accidents Recover? 

If a CDL violation contributed to your crash, it may strengthen your case for full and fair 

compensation. In Georgia, that can include: 

• Medical expenses (past and future) 

• Lost wages and reduced earning capacity 

• Pain and suffering 

• Punitive damages (in cases of egregious negligence) 

Every case is different, but the presence of clear violations often increases the value of a claim 

and the pressure on the trucking company to settle rather than face trial. 

Get Help From a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Today 
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If you or someone you love was injured in a truck crash, don’t assume the company will play 

fair. CDL violations are serious, and if they played a role in your accident, you deserve justice. 

The Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., has recovered over $1 billion for 

injured Georgians. Let our team investigate your case, protect your rights, and fight for the 

maximum compensation you deserve. 

We have office locations throughout Metro Atlanta—including Duluth, College Park, Marietta, 

and more—and we’re ready to meet you wherever is most convenient. 

Contact us today for a free, no-obligation consultation with a Georgia truck accident lawyer 

who knows how to hold dangerous drivers and companies accountable. 
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