
Tanker Truck Accidents and the Risk of Explosions in Georgia 

When Tanker Trucks Crash, the Danger Doesn’t End on Impact 

Few traffic incidents are as devastating as a crash involving a tanker truck. These vehicles often 

transport flammable, toxic, or otherwise hazardous materials through Georgia’s busiest 

highways and rural routes. When something goes wrong, it’s not just a truck accident. It’s a 

public safety crisis that can lead to fires, explosions, chemical exposure, mass evacuations, and 

fatalities. 

For victims caught in the blast radius, the aftermath is catastrophic. A single collision can cause 

third-degree burns, lifelong respiratory issues, or the tragic loss of life. And because the 

trucking companies that operate these rigs often have extensive legal and insurance teams, 

injured victims and grieving families must act quickly (and strategically) to protect their rights. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen the destruction that 

tanker truck accidents leave behind. Our Georgia truck accident lawyers know what it takes to 

investigate these incidents, identify all liable parties, and fight for full compensation on behalf 

of those harmed. 

Why Tanker Trucks Are More Dangerous Than Other Commercial Vehicles 

Tanker trucks haul everything from fuel and chemicals to food-grade liquids like milk and corn 

syrup. Unlike standard 18-wheelers, these trucks present unique hazards due to the nature of 

their cargo and tank design. 

Key risks associated with tanker trucks include: 

• Flammable Contents: Many tankers carry gasoline, diesel, propane, or other fuels. A 

single spark from a ruptured tank can ignite an inferno within seconds. 

• Toxic Exposure: Chemicals such as chlorine, acids, or industrial solvents pose major 

health threats if inhaled, spilled, or absorbed through the skin. 

• Unstable Loads: The liquid inside can shift during transit, leading to sloshing that makes 

the truck harder to control, especially on curves or during sudden stops. 

• Pressurized Tanks: Some tankers are pressurized, increasing the potential for violent 

explosions if the tank is punctured or overheats. 

• Chain-Reaction Risk: Fires and explosions caused by tanker crashes often impact other 

vehicles, bystanders, homes, or nearby businesses. 

When a crash involving a tanker truck occurs, first responders may need to call in HAZMAT 

teams, evacuate neighborhoods, or shut down major highways for hours or even days. The 

consequences extend far beyond the crash site. 

Where Do Tanker Truck Accidents Happen in Georgia? 
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Georgia’s position as a transportation hub for the Southeast puts it at higher risk for dangerous 

trucking incidents. Tanker trucks move along major arteries like I-285, I-75, I-85, I-20, and U.S. 

Highway 78 to supply gas stations, industrial sites, construction zones, and rural communities. 

Some of the most common areas where tanker truck accidents occur include: 

• Metro Atlanta interstates, especially during rush hour or poor weather 

• Fuel depots and industrial loading zones 

• Rural highways with sharp turns or narrow shoulders 

• Construction zones with active traffic rerouting 

• School zones and urban areas with high pedestrian density 

In recent years, Georgia has reported multiple tanker truck explosions that resulted in road 

closures, environmental damage, and fatalities. When these crashes happen, the damage is 

widespread and the legal process becomes more complex due to the involvement of federal 

safety regulations, commercial policies, and potentially multiple negligent parties. 

What Causes Tanker Truck Explosions and Fires? 

Explosions after a tanker crash aren’t guaranteed, but the right combination of factors can 

trigger a deadly chain reaction. Some of the most common causes of tanker-related fires and 

explosions include: 

• Cargo Spills and Sparks: If the tank is punctured in a collision, the liquid may spill and 

create a vapor cloud. All it takes is a single spark—caused by metal scraping asphalt, 

electrical wires, or static discharge—to ignite an explosion. 

• Driver Error: Speeding, distracted driving, fatigue, or failure to follow proper routes can 

cause rollovers or crashes. Tanker drivers must be highly trained due to the sensitive 

nature of the cargo. 

• Overloaded or Improperly Secured Cargo: Improper loading can cause imbalance, 

sloshing, or a surge effect that makes the vehicle unstable, especially on curves or 

ramps. 

• Tank Defects or Poor Maintenance: Faulty pressure valves, corroded tanks, or defective 

seals can lead to leaks or ruptures under pressure. 

• Brake Failure or Tire Blowouts: Heat buildup from poor brake maintenance or tire 

blowouts can ignite flammable vapors near fuel tanks. 

• Lack of Proper Labeling or HAZMAT Protocols: Failure to display accurate placards or 

follow HAZMAT procedures puts responders and the public at greater risk when a crash 

occurs. 

In many cases, more than one factor contributes to a tanker explosion. That’s why thorough 

investigations are essential to determine exactly what happened and who should be held 

accountable. 
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Who Can Be Held Liable in a Tanker Truck Explosion Case? 

Liability in tanker truck accidents is rarely straightforward. Unlike a typical car accident, these 

cases may involve multiple companies, federal transportation laws, and complex insurance 

policies. 

Potentially liable parties include: 

• The Truck Driver – If the driver was distracted, under the influence, speeding, or 

fatigued, they may be held personally liable for negligence. 

• The Trucking Company – Employers can be responsible for negligent hiring, inadequate 

training, unsafe schedules, or failure to maintain vehicles. 

• The Cargo Company or Shipper – If the shipper failed to disclose hazardous contents, 

overfilled the tank, or used incorrect seals, they may be liable. 

• The Tank Manufacturer or Maintenance Provider – Defective designs, faulty pressure 

relief valves, or poor inspections can lead to liability. 

• Third-Party Contractors – In some cases, logistics firms, subcontractors, or even 

government agencies may bear partial blame for road design or inadequate signage. 

Our team at Gary Martin Hays & Associates is skilled in tracing liability through thorough 

investigations, expert testimony, and aggressive pursuit of all responsible parties. 

What Injuries Are Common in Tanker Truck Accidents? 

The injuries from a tanker truck explosion are often catastrophic and life-altering. Survivors may 

face months or years of treatment, permanent disfigurement, or long-term disabilities. 

Common injuries include: 

• Severe Burns: Including second- and third-degree burns requiring skin grafts and long-

term wound care 

• Respiratory Injuries: Inhalation of toxic fumes or smoke can cause lung damage and 

chronic breathing problems 

• Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI): From the force of the blast or resulting collisions 

• Crush Injuries and Fractures: Caused by being pinned or struck by debris 

• Scarring and Disfigurement: From burns, lacerations, or reconstructive surgeries 

• Psychological Trauma: PTSD, anxiety, or depression are common after surviving a fiery 

explosion 

In wrongful death cases, families are left to grapple with not only the emotional loss of a loved 

one but also funeral expenses, lost income, and a fight for justice. 

How a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Can Help You After a Tanker Crash 
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After a tanker truck explosion, injured victims often feel overwhelmed. You may be dealing with 

physical pain, lost wages, mounting medical bills, and insurance companies that are already 

working to protect their bottom line. 

That’s where we come in. 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our dedicated legal team knows how to build strong tanker 

truck accident cases by: 

• Securing evidence immediately (black box data, maintenance logs, dash cams, chemical 

manifests) 

• Identifying every liable party—not just the driver 

• Bringing in fire and explosion reconstruction experts 

• Working with medical experts to fully document your injuries 

• Calculating long-term losses and non-economic damages 

• Handling negotiations with multiple insurance providers 

• Taking the case to trial if fair compensation is not offered 

We’ve recovered over $1 billion for injured Georgians, including victims of truck and 

commercial vehicle accidents. Our goal is to get you the maximum compensation possible so 

you can rebuild your life. 

Explosions Aren’t Accidents—They’re Preventable 

Most tanker truck explosions are the result of preventable negligence. These crashes don’t “just 

happen.” They occur because someone cut corners, ignored safety rules, or put profits over 

people. 

The companies that operate and insure these trucks often have aggressive legal defense teams 

ready to shift blame or delay justice. That’s why it’s so important to have an experienced truck 

accident attorney on your side from the start. 

If you or a loved one was injured in a tanker truck accident—or if you lost someone in an 

explosion caused by a tanker crash—we want to hear your story. You may be entitled to 

significant compensation for medical costs, lost income, pain and suffering, and other damages. 

Don’t go up against the trucking industry alone. Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & 

Associates, P.C. today for a free consultation. Let Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer 

fight for the justice you deserve. 
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