
The Role of Onboard Cameras in Proving Truck Driver Negligence 

Why Video Evidence Is Critical in Georgia Truck Accident Cases 

When a tractor-trailer crashes into a smaller vehicle, the aftermath is devastating. Lives are 

often upended in an instant, and victims are left to deal with severe injuries, mounting medical 

bills, lost income, and emotional trauma. But while the damage is obvious, proving what 

happened and who’s truly responsible can be far more difficult. 

That’s where onboard cameras come in. In truck accident claims across Georgia, video footage 

has become one of the most powerful tools available to injured victims and their attorneys. 

Whether it’s a dashcam facing the road or an inward-facing cab camera, this footage can reveal 

crucial details about driver behavior, road conditions, and events leading up to the crash. In 

many cases, it can be the difference between a denied claim and a multi-million-dollar 

settlement. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we know how trucking companies 

and insurers will go to great lengths to protect their bottom line, even if it means shifting blame 

or withholding evidence. That’s why it’s so important to act quickly and secure this footage 

before it disappears. 

Here’s what every victim needs to know about onboard cameras, how they impact your case, 

and how an experienced Georgia truck accident lawyer can preserve your right to full 

compensation. 

Types of Onboard Cameras in Commercial Trucks 

Modern commercial trucks are often equipped with a network of high-tech recording devices 

designed to monitor both the driver and the road. These systems can include: 

• Forward-Facing Dashcams – Capture video of the road ahead, including other vehicles, 

traffic signals, and unexpected hazards. 

• Cab-Facing Cameras – Monitor the driver’s behavior, including signs of distraction, 

fatigue, or phone use. 

• Side-View and Rear Cameras – Document lane changes, blind spot activity, and backing 

maneuvers. 

• Trailer Cameras – Show cargo loading/unloading, turns, or shifts in weight distribution. 

• Event Data Recorders (EDRs) – Often called “black boxes,” these record speed, braking, 

steering, seat belt usage, and more. 

When a crash occurs, this video and data can paint a detailed, second-by-second picture of 

what happened — often contradicting the official story told by the driver or trucking company. 

How Camera Footage Proves Truck Driver Negligence 
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To win a truck accident case in Georgia, your attorney must prove the driver or company was 

negligent. Onboard camera footage can play a direct role in proving fault in many scenarios, 

including: 

Distracted Driving 

Cab-facing cameras may show a driver looking down at a phone, eating, reaching for objects, or 

otherwise not paying attention in the moments before the crash. 

Speeding or Aggressive Driving 

Footage combined with EDR data can show the trucker traveling well above the speed limit or 

tailgating other vehicles. 

Lane Violations or Unsafe Turns 

Side and forward-facing cameras may capture the truck drifting out of its lane, making wide or 

abrupt turns, or cutting off smaller vehicles. 

Driver Fatigue or Drowsiness 

Some advanced camera systems monitor facial features and eye movements to detect fatigue. 

This data can be used to challenge a driver’s claim that they were alert or well-rested. 

Falsified Logs or Violated Hours of Service 

Video evidence of a driver operating their rig at certain times, especially if it contradicts their 

official logbook, can support claims of Hours-of-Service violations, which are common in 

overworked or understaffed companies. 

When used effectively, this evidence leaves little room for denial. It allows your lawyer to build 

a compelling, fact-based case — one that holds the trucking company accountable and 

maximizes your compensation. 

Spoliation and Lost Evidence 

Trucking companies are not required to preserve video footage indefinitely. In many cases, 

onboard camera systems automatically overwrite data every 7 to 30 days, and sometimes, even 

sooner. 

That’s why it’s critical to take legal action right away. A truck accident attorney can send a 

spoliation letter immediately after the crash, formally demanding that the company preserve all 

relevant footage and data. Without this step, crucial evidence could be lost forever. 

The legal team at Gary Martin Hays & Associates acts fast to secure this information before it’s 

erased. We know how to identify what footage exists, who controls it, and how to legally obtain 

it for use in your case. 
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What Happens If the Trucking Company Refuses to Hand Over Footage? 

Unfortunately, it’s not uncommon for trucking companies to delay or deny requests for 

onboard footage, especially when it could expose them to significant liability. Some may claim 

the footage was lost, damaged, or irrelevant. Others may turn over only partial clips or low-

quality versions. 

But in Georgia, this kind of behavior can backfire. As we’ve quoted Gary Martin Hays before,  

“Frankly, there’s going to be hell to pay.” 

Under Georgia law, a company that intentionally destroys or withholds evidence after receiving 

a spoliation notice may face sanctions in court, including: 

• Adverse inferences (a judge instructs the jury to assume the missing evidence would 

have harmed the defense) 

• Monetary penalties 

• Dismissal of defenses 

In other words, a company’s attempt to hide the truth could actually strengthen your case, but 

only if you have a legal team that knows how to push back. 

How Our Firm Uses Onboard Camera Footage to Maximize Compensation 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve recovered more than $1 billion for injured Georgians. 

We understand what it takes to win a truck accident case, and when onboard video is available, 

our attorneys: 

• Act immediately to send spoliation letters and preserve all footage 

• Work with investigators to obtain and review video from all angles 

• Compare footage to driver logs, police reports, and witness statements 

• Use high-quality video clips as evidence in mediation, depositions, and trial 

• Leverage footage to pressure insurance companies into fair settlements 

Our goal is simple: hold trucking companies accountable and get you the maximum 

compensation possible for your injuries, losses, and pain. 

Why Trucking Companies Use Cameras and Why That Matters 

Ironically, many companies install onboard cameras to protect themselves. They argue that the 

footage can exonerate drivers in fraudulent claims, and sometimes, it does. But when 

negligence is clear, the same footage becomes a powerful asset for injured victims. 

This dual purpose highlights why legal representation is so important. You need someone on 

your side who knows how to obtain, interpret, and present this footage in a way that supports 

your claim. 
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The trucking company already has a legal team reviewing the footage. You should, too. 

What If the Truck Didn’t Have Cameras? 

Not every commercial truck is equipped with cameras, particularly older models or vehicles 

owned by smaller operators. If no video exists, that doesn’t mean your case is lost. Our firm 

routinely investigates: 

• Police reports and crash reconstruction analysis 

• Eyewitness testimony 

• Surveillance footage from nearby businesses 

• Vehicle damage and skid mark evidence 

• Data from the truck’s EDR (“black box”) 

Video is powerful, but it’s just one part of a comprehensive legal strategy. We build strong 

cases from every available angle to prove what happened and fight for what you deserve. 

Talk to a Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer About Your Case 

If you were injured in a crash with a tractor-trailer or commercial truck in Georgia, don’t wait. 

Video evidence may already be at risk of being erased, and the trucking company is already 

building its defense. 

Our attorneys know what’s at stake. We understand how to uncover critical footage, 

reconstruct the crash, and hold negligent drivers and companies accountable. Whether your 

crash happened on I-285, I-20, or a rural highway in Georgia, we’ll investigate thoroughly and 

fight for full compensation. 

Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates today for a free consultation. We’re 

ready to help you get the justice and results you deserve. 
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