Inexperienced Truck Drivers Are A Major Risk On Georgia Highways

How Lack Of Experience Causes Deadly Semi-Truck Crashes And What Injured
Victims Must Do To Protect Their Rights

There’s nothing routine about being hit by an 18-wheeler. The force. The chaos. The life flipped
upside down—all in seconds. When the driver at the wheel is new to the job, without sufficient
hands-on mileage or experience handling large commercial vehicles, the risk for severe injury or
death increases sharply.

In Georgia, inexperienced truck drivers are involved in too many crashes. Suddenly, you or
someone you love is dealing with medical bills, lost wages, permanent injuries, or even worse.
That’s when you need an experienced Georgia truck accident lawyer who knows how to
investigate driver training, company responsibility, and the full chain of liability.

Here's a closer look at what “inexperience” means in truck driving, why it makes crashes more
likely, how claims can prove inexperience was a factor, and how the Law Offices of Gary Martin
Hays & Associates, P.C., can help you get justice and full compensation.

What Counts As Inexperience In the Trucking Industry?

“Inexperience” is more than just time behind the wheel. It includes multiple factors that can
severely impact safety:

e Adriver with a relatively small number of miles driven in commercial trucking, especially
on steep grades, tight ramps, or in bad weather

e Adriver who has not had sufficient practical training for the size, load, and handling of
large commercial trucks

e Drivers who lack familiarity with federal and state rules that apply specifically to
commercial trucks (hours-of-service limitations, load securement, brake inspection, etc.)

Research supports the fact that newer commercial drivers are more likely to make errors. In
Georgia, less experienced CMV (commercial motor vehicle) drivers are significantly
overrepresented in fatal truck crashes.

Why Inexperience Contributes To Dangerous Truck Crashes

A number of real weaknesses arise when inexperience is a factor. These are not hypothetical
but instead observed in crash investigations, police reports, and verdicts.

Poor Decision Making Under Pressure

New drivers may misjudge speed when merging, turn too sharply, or fail to anticipate hazards.
They may not trust engine braking or know when to downshift properly before a steep descent.
These miscalculations may lead to brake overuse, skid, or loss of control.
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Difficulty With Vehicle Size, Weight, And Load

Large trucks weigh tens of thousands of pounds. Fully loaded rigs can be awkward to maneuver.
Inexperienced drivers may underestimate the distance required for turning, stopping, or even
basic maneuvering. Uneven or improperly secured loads further exacerbate problems when
inertia or weight shift occurs.

Limited Exposure To Challenging Conditions

Weather, darkness, heavy traffic, mountainous terrain, tight ramps—an experienced driver has
seen and driven in these conditions. A new driver may not know how to adjust speed or braking
strategy. Rain or fog, curves, and grades all pose higher risks. Inexperience means that
misjudging those conditions can become fatal.

Higher Risk Of Regulatory Violations

Inexperienced drivers are more likely to violate hours-of-service rules, skip required rest breaks,
or exceed maximum driving time. They may not yet know how to avoid those pitfalls, or may
lack support from their employer to do so. Violations like these lead to fatigue, slower
reactions, and elevated crash risk.

Determining Liability When Inexperience Is A Factor

Victims and their attorneys must build a strong case to show how inexperience contributed to
the crash. Several legal tools and evidence types help do that, including:

Driver Records And Training History

Reviewing a driver’s background includes the number of miles driven, prior CDL training, driving
history (any prior violations or near misses), logbooks, and supervised driving time. Someone
allowed to drive solo without sufficient oversight matters.

Employer Responsibilities

Trucking companies are required to hire qualified drivers, provide training, supervise, enforce
safety policies, and maintain their fleet responsibly. If a company hired someone inexperienced
without adequate training, or pressured them to violate rules or work excessive hours, that
company can share liability. Georgia law, plus FMCSA regulations, require compliance.

Onboard Data And Evidence From The Crash Scene

Places where data is preserved matter, including electronic logging device (ELD) records to see
whether hours-of-service were exceeded, crash scene analysis to determine braking patterns,
black box data in modern trucks, and surveillance footage or dashcams.

Expert Witnesses
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Accident reconstruction experts, trucking safety specialists, or mechanical engineers can explain
how factors such as load, brake condition, weight, driver reaction, and training contributed to
the event. Their opinions often make the difference in serious and complex truck cases.

Injuries And Damages When Inexperience Leads To Catastrophe

Because large commercial trucks carry so much force, when an inexperienced driver causes a
crash, the injuries and damages tend to be severe. Victims often face:

e Multiple broken bones, crushed limbs, and internal organ damage
e Traumatic brain injuries and spinal cord injuries leading to paralysis

e Permanent disability or disfigurement

e Loss of limb, severe burns, and reconstructive surgeries

e Emotional trauma and mental health consequences, such as PTSD
e Wrongful death when a family member is killed

Financial burdens pile up fast—medical care, long-term rehabilitation, lost income, future care,
property loss—and emotional tolls are immense.

How Georgia Law Treats Inexperience Cases

Georgia allows injured parties to pursue compensation when negligence causes injury.
Inexperience is not an excuse, and it can itself be evidence of negligence.

Relevant legal concepts include:

e Negligent Hiring, Training, Supervision: A company that allowed an inexperienced
driver on the road without proper training, supervision, or oversight can be held

responsible.

e Negligent Entrustment: If a trucking company entrusted an inexperienced driver with a
heavy commercial vehicle that they were not ready to operate safely, that is a basis for
liability.

e Comparative Fault: Georgia follows modified comparative negligence. If a victim is
partly at fault, they can still recover damages as long as they are less than 50 percent
responsible. Their recovery will be reduced by their proportion of fault.

What Actions Victims Should Take Immediately

Acting promptly after a crash is crucial to preserving evidence that inexperience was a factor.
Here is what to do:

1. Seek medical treatment immediately. Make sure everything is documented, including
any delay in symptoms.

2. Call the police and report the accident. Ask for any official report number and ensure all
parties are identified.
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3. Preserve any documentation. That includes the driver’s name, trucking company name,
and insurance info.

4. Take photos of the crash scene from multiple angles. Be sure to capture skid marks,
damage, road signs, lighting, and weather conditions.

5. Identify witnesses and get their contact information. Witnesses can often attest to
driver behavior or road conditions.

6. Contact a Georgia truck accident lawyer experienced with these claims before you say
anything to an insurance adjuster.

Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we have succeeded in holding negligent drivers and trucking
companies accountable, especially in cases where inexperience was a key factor. We
understand how to investigate driver history, company policies, and crash mechanics to build a
strong claim.

We have recovered significant results for clients injured in serious truck wrecks, including
wrongful death claims, catastrophic injury cases, and claims involving inexperienced drivers.
When the stakes are high and the insurance companies try to minimize responsibility, we stand
firm and fight for the best possible results.

Call A Georgia Truck Accident Attorney Who Understands Crashes Involving
Inexperienced Truckers

If you were injured or lost a loved one in a truck accident involving a driver who lacked
experience, you need legal help that understands how to prove liability in these cases.

Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. for a free consultation. Let us
investigate your crash, collect the necessary evidence, and fight for every dollar of
compensation you deserve.
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