
Why Runaway Truck Accidents on Georgia Roads Are So Dangerous 

When A Tractor-Trailer’s Brakes Fail on a Hill, Lives Can Be Shattered 

It starts with a heavy load and a steep descent. One moment, everything seems under control. 

Next, a fully loaded tractor-trailer barrels downhill with no way to stop. In those seconds, lives 

can change forever. 

Runaway truck accidents are among the most terrifying and violent types of collisions on 

Georgia roads. They often happen on steep grades or exit ramps when brakes fail or drivers 

miscalculate their speed and weight. These crashes are rarely minor because they involve tons 

of force, jackknifing trailers, multi-car pileups, and devastating outcomes for those in the path. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen the toll these terrifying 

accidents take on victims and their families. We’ve recovered millions for clients injured in truck 

wrecks and know how to investigate every angle, from mechanical failure to driver negligence 

and company oversight. If you or a loved one was hurt in a runaway truck crash, we can help 

you pursue justice and hold the right parties accountable. 

Here’s what you need to know about why these wrecks happen, who’s responsible, and how 

our Georgia truck accident lawyers can help you fight back. 

What Is a Runaway Truck Accident? 

A “runaway” truck refers to any large commercial vehicle that loses control (typically downhill) 

and can’t stop due to mechanical failure, excessive speed, or driver error. These accidents 

frequently occur on: 

• Steep mountain grades 

• High-speed interstates with long downhill sections 

• Exit or entrance ramps with sharp curves 

• Urban areas where hills meet congested traffic 

Many Georgia drivers are familiar with the runaway truck ramps on highways like I‑285, I‑85, 

and I‑20. These ramps are designed to give out-of-control trucks an emergency escape as a last 

resort when braking systems fail. But not every driver uses them in time, and not every stretch 

of road has one available. 

When a truck fails to slow down, the impact can be catastrophic. 

Why Do Runaway Truck Accidents Happen? 

Most runaway truck incidents involve a combination of mechanical stress, driver behavior, and 

weight mismanagement. Key causes include: 

Brake Failure Due to Overheating 
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Trucks rely on powerful air brake systems to control their speed, especially on descents. But if 

brakes are overused or not maintained, they can overheat and fail. This is called brake fade, and 

once it starts, the driver may have no way to stop. 

Driver Inexperience or Error 

Some drivers don’t downshift properly before descending a hill. Others rely too much on 

service brakes instead of using engine braking. These mistakes can overload the braking system 

and lead to failure. 

Inexperienced drivers, especially those working for underregulated companies or operating 

under tight delivery windows, may not be fully trained to handle these scenarios safely. 

Overloaded or Improperly Secured Cargo 

Georgia law sets limits on truck weight, and for good reason. Excess weight adds momentum, 

especially going downhill, and increases stopping distance. Improperly distributed loads also 

affect a truck’s center of gravity and braking control. 

Poor Maintenance 

Brake systems, tires, air lines, and trailers must be regularly inspected and serviced. When a 

trucking company cuts corners or skips preventive maintenance, they’re gambling with lives. 

Where Runaway Truck Accidents Happen in Georgia 

Georgia’s terrain includes rolling hills and steep grades, especially around Atlanta and North 

Georgia. Areas where runaway truck crashes have occurred or are more likely include: 

• Narrow mountain roads or twisting highways of North Georgia 

• Steep roads of the hilly Piedmont region 

• I‑285 near Stone Mountain and Sandy Springs 

• I‑20 through Douglasville and into the West Georgia mountains 

• I‑85 corridors around Suwanee and Braselton 

• Exit ramps off I‑75 and I‑675 leading into downtown Atlanta 

• GA-400 in the northbound lanes past Alpharetta 

While official statewide data doesn’t always isolate “runaway truck” crashes as a category, 

FMCSA crash reports and GDOT records often show clusters of severe truck accidents in these 

regions, especially where steep hills meet heavy traffic. 

What Happens When a Truck Loses Control? 

Runaway trucks don’t just stop. They create chain-reaction events: 

• Rear-end crashes into stopped traffic 

• Rollovers that block multiple lanes 
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• Jackknife accidents that crush nearby cars 

• Collisions with concrete barriers, bridge supports, or exit ramps 

• Fires and hazardous material spills from ruptured cargo tanks 

In these violent impacts, victims often suffer life-altering injuries — or worse. Some of the most 

common injuries include: 

• Traumatic brain injuries (TBI) 

• Spinal cord damage and paralysis 

• Severe burns 

• Multiple fractures 

• Internal organ trauma 

• Wrongful death 

Innocent motorists, motorcyclists, pedestrians, construction workers, and even first responders 

have all been injured in these crashes. 

Who Can Be Held Liable? 

In a runaway truck crash, liability may extend beyond the driver. The legal team at Gary Martin 

Hays & Associates investigates every detail to determine who’s truly at fault. Responsible 

parties may include: 

• The truck driver, for failing to follow safe braking procedures or ignoring training 

• The trucking company, for poor maintenance, inadequate training, or pushing drivers 

past safety limits 

• Cargo loaders, for overloading or distributing freight improperly 

• Maintenance contractors, for neglecting brake checks or inspections 

• Parts manufacturers, if a mechanical defect contributed to brake failure 

Georgia law allows victims to pursue claims against any party whose negligence contributed to 

the crash. With millions at stake, these companies often try to deny responsibility or shift 

blame. That’s why having an experienced truck accident attorney in your corner is so important. 

How a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Builds Your Case 

Runaway truck crashes demand a thorough, aggressive investigation. At Gary Martin Hays & 

Associates, we immediately begin preserving evidence, interviewing witnesses, and consulting 

trucking industry professionals. 

Key steps in building your case may include: 

1. Obtaining black box data to analyze braking, speed, and gear usage 

2. Securing driver logs and inspection records 

3. Reviewing truck maintenance history 
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4. Inspecting the crash site and skid marks 

5. Determining if the runaway ramp was accessible and ignored 

6. Analyzing load manifests and cargo weights 

We also calculate the full scope of your damages. That means the value of your case isn’t just 

about your medical bills, but also your lost income, long-term care needs, emotional trauma, 

and the cost of rebuilding your life. 

Why These Cases Demand Immediate Action 

Time is critical in any truck accident case, but runaway truck crashes often involve fast-moving 

cover-ups. The trucking company may: 

• Move the truck to hide mechanical defects 

• Delay releasing logbooks or black box data 

• Pressure victims into lowball settlements 

Our team works quickly to prevent spoliation of evidence and make sure your rights are 

protected from the start. We’ve handled high-stakes truck wreck cases across Georgia and 

understand how to fight large insurance carriers and corporate defense firms. 

Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer 

We’ve helped injured truck accident victims across Georgia recover the compensation they 

need to rebuild their lives. Our attorneys understand how the trucking industry operates, how 

insurance companies defend these claims, and how to hold every party accountable — from the 

driver behind the wheel to the corporation that cut corners. 

We’ve recovered more than $1 billion for injured clients, including multi-million-dollar results 

in truck accident cases. 

With office locations across Georgia, our team is ready to meet you where it’s convenient. And 

if you can’t come to us, we’ll come to you. 

Contact a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Who Gets Results 

If you were injured or a loved one died in a runaway truck crash in Georgia, don’t wait. Time is 

critical in preserving evidence, documenting your injuries, and building a strong case. 

Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. today for a free, no-obligation 

consultation. It costs you nothing to find out if you have a case, and if you put your trust in us to 

handle your claim, you pay absolutely nothing unless we win.  

Let us help you fight for the justice, accountability, and financial compensation you deserve. 
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