
The Dangers Of Truck Drivers Using Stimulants To Stay Awake 

How Fatigue, Drug Use, and Pressure Lead to Devastating Truck Accidents in 

Georgia 

On any given day in Georgia, tractor-trailers fill the highways—hauling freight through Atlanta, 

Gainesville, Macon, and beyond. Most drivers follow the rules and work hard to do their jobs 

safely. But not all of them. Some are pushed to the brink by unrealistic schedules, employer 

pressure, or long hours behind the wheel. To stay awake, they turn to stimulants. 

These drugs—whether legal, illegal, or overused—may seem like a solution to fatigue. In reality, 

they’re a dangerous shortcut. A truck driver operating an 80,000-pound vehicle under the 

influence of stimulants is not more alert. They're impaired. And when things go wrong, it’s 

innocent drivers and families who suffer the consequences. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen the destruction, pain, and 

heartbreak caused by preventable crashes involving impaired truckers. Victims come to us with 

shattered bodies, grieving families, and questions no one else will answer. They deserve 

accountability, and we’re here to fight for it. 

Why Some Truck Drivers Use Stimulants Behind the Wheel 

Truck drivers are legally required to follow hours-of-service rules. These federal regulations 

limit how long they can drive without a break. But even with these protections in place, the job 

is exhausting. 

Drivers often work overnight shifts, travel across multiple time zones, and face intense pressure 

to deliver on time. In some cases, they’re incentivized to cover longer routes without stopping. 

When fatigue sets in, some drivers resort to stimulants to push through. 

That can include: 

• Prescription amphetamines like Adderall or Ritalin (used without medical oversight) 

• Illicit drugs such as methamphetamine or cocaine 

• Over-the-counter substances marketed for alertness or energy 

• High-dose caffeine pills or drinks used to mask extreme fatigue 

Whether legal or not, the problem is the same: these substances are used not to stay healthy, 

but to override the body’s natural signals to rest. The crash that follows isn’t just physical, it’s 

potentially deadly. 

Fatigue Is a Serious Safety Risk, and Stimulants Don’t Fix It 
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Driving tired is already a risk. The National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB) has long 

identified fatigue as a contributing factor in many truck crashes. But stimulant use doesn’t 

eliminate fatigue. Rather, it just hides the symptoms. 

Truckers who rely on stimulants may feel alert temporarily, but their judgment, reflexes, and 

emotional stability are often compromised. The effects can include: 

• Overconfidence and risky decision-making 

• Delayed reaction times when traffic changes suddenly 

• Impaired depth perception or awareness of surroundings 

• Erratic or aggressive behavior due to agitation or crash cycles 

Worse, once the stimulant wears off, the driver may experience extreme drowsiness, 

confusion, or even hallucinations. This rebound effect can occur mid-shift (at 70 miles per 

hour!). 

When Stimulant Use Turns Deadly on Georgia Roads 

Not every truck crash can be traced to stimulant use, but when it is, the outcome is often 

catastrophic. These wrecks tend to happen at full speed with no sign of braking. They often 

involve multiple vehicles, and they rarely leave victims with minor injuries. 

We’ve represented clients who suffered: 

• Traumatic brain injuries from underride collisions 

• Crushed limbs or amputations due to side-impact crashes 

• Spinal cord damage and paralysis 

• Severe burns from vehicle fires 

• Wrongful death after a truck plowed through stopped traffic 

Every one of those cases began with a trucker who made a dangerous decision or a company 

that turned a blind eye. That’s where our legal team steps in. 

What the Law Says About Drug Use by Commercial Drivers 

Federal regulations are clear: commercial drivers are not allowed to operate a vehicle under the 

influence of any substance that impairs their ability to drive safely. That includes controlled 

substances, some over-the-counter medications, and any drug not prescribed by a medical 

professional who understands the demands of commercial driving. 

In Georgia, trucking companies are required to test drivers: 

• Before they’re hired 

• Randomly throughout the year 

• After any serious crash 

• When there’s reasonable suspicion of drug use 
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But even with these safeguards, stimulant use still happens because rules mean nothing 

without enforcement. And when enforcement fails, innocent people get hurt. 

Who’s Responsible When a Stimulant-Impaired Truck Driver Causes a Crash? 

Accountability doesn't stop with the driver. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we investigate 

every angle of a truck accident to uncover where the system broke down. In many cases, 

multiple parties share responsibility, including: 

• The truck driver who chose to operate the vehicle while impaired 

• The trucking company that failed to enforce safety policies or pushed drivers to meet 

unrealistic deadlines 

• Dispatchers or supervisors who ignored red flags or encouraged drivers to stay on the 

road while fatigued 

• Medical examiners who cleared unfit drivers to operate commercial vehicles 

In some cases, there’s a paper trail. In others, it takes subpoenas, crash data downloads, and 

expert analysis to uncover the truth. But no matter how hard the insurance companies fight to 

protect their profits, we keep digging. Because Georgia families deserve answers. 

How We Prove Stimulant Use in a Truck Crash Case 

It’s not enough to suspect drug use. You need evidence. That’s why our firm acts fast after a 

truck wreck. We secure: 

• Toxicology reports from the crash scene or hospital 

• Electronic logging device (ELD) data showing hours driven, rest breaks skipped, and 

potential violations 

• Dashcam and surveillance footage capturing erratic or aggressive driving behavior 

• Witness statements describing the driver’s demeanor or physical condition 

• Company records showing past violations, lack of drug testing, or policies that 

encourage unsafe practices 

Every detail matters. Every second counts. Trucking companies move fast to protect themselves 

after a crash, so we move faster. 

What Victims Can Recover After a Stimulant-Related Truck Crash 

When stimulant use leads to a catastrophic crash, the cost to victims is enormous, physically, 

emotionally, and financially. Georgia law allows you to pursue compensation for: 

• Medical bills, surgeries, and future treatment 

• Lost wages and loss of future earning potential 

• Pain and suffering 

• Long-term disability or disfigurement 
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• Wrongful death damages, if a loved one was killed 

• In some cases, punitive damages to punish extreme negligence 

Our role is to make sure every dollar is accounted for, as insurance companies will do 

everything in their power to undervalue or flat-out deny your claim. 

Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve recovered more than $1 

billion for Georgia families. That includes millions for victims of truck accidents involving 

fatigue, substance use, and company negligence. 

Our highly skilled legal team understands how the trucking industry works. We know the 

federal regulations. We know how these crashes unfold. And we know how to fight back when 

trucking companies refuse to take responsibility. 

From fatal crashes on I-75 to devastating rollovers on rural highways, we’ve seen the damage 

these cases can cause.  

That’s why we don’t back down, and we don’t stop fighting until you get the justice and 

financial compensation you deserve. 

Contact a Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer Who Knows How to Win 

If you or someone you love was hurt in a crash involving a truck driver who may have used 

stimulants to stay awake, the time to act is now. These cases depend on preserving evidence, 

uncovering the truth, and building a case that can stand up in court. 

Let our legal team take that burden off your shoulders. We’ll investigate every angle, handle 

the insurance companies, and fight for every dollar you’re owed—so you can focus on healing. 

Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. today for a free consultation. 

There are no upfront costs, and you don’t pay us a dime unless we win. 
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