How GPS and Telematics Data Are Used in Georgia Truck Accident
Claims

Why Digital Tracking Can Uncover the Truth in Serious Truck Crash
Investigations

In a split second, a truck crash can change a person’s life forever. And while witness statements,
police reports, and physical evidence still matter, today’s most powerful truck accident
evidence often comes from inside the cab itself. GPS and telematics data can tell us what really
happened in the moments leading up to a crash and what went wrong in the days or weeks
beforehand.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve handled some of Georgia’s
toughest truck accident cases. And time after time, it’s digital tracking data that helps us
uncover safety violations, prove fault, and hold negligent trucking companies accountable.

Whether it’s showing the truck was speeding through a school zone, violating hours-of-service
limits, or taking a dangerous shortcut to save time, GPS and telematics systems give us the raw
data we need to build a strong claim for our injured clients.

What Are GPS and Telematics Systems in Trucks?

GPS (Global Positioning System) and telematics are two types of tracking technology used in
commercial trucking. Together, they monitor and transmit real-time data about a truck’s:

e Location and route

e Speed
e Idle time

e Acceleration and braking patterns

e Engine diagnostics

e Driver behavior (e.g., hard turns, sharp stops)
e Hours-of-service (HOS) compliance

e Fuel usage and more

Many modern trucks are equipped with Electronic Logging Devices (ELDs) that also integrate
with these systems. The result is a detailed digital footprint of where the truck was, how it was
driven, and whether it was in compliance with safety regulations.

Telematics data is stored on servers and often uploaded to a cloud platform used by the
trucking company or fleet manager. With the right legal action, this data can be preserved and
analyzed to uncover patterns of negligence that may have contributed to a crash.

Why This Data Matters After a Truck Crash in Georgia
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When a collision involves a commercial truck, there’s often a lot at stake. Victims may suffer
severe injuries, permanent disabilities, or worse. But proving what caused the crash isn’t always
simple, especially when a trucking company tries to shift blame.

GPS and telematics can provide crucial answers. This data helps us:

e Reconstruct the Crash Timeline: We can pinpoint the truck’s exact location, speed, and
behavior in the moments leading up to the wreck.

e Prove Unsafe Driving: Sudden braking, erratic lane changes, or speeding can all be
captured in the data and used to prove negligence.

e Expose Falsified Logs: If a driver’s paper logbook doesn’t match the GPS records, we can
show potential hours-of-service violations or attempts to hide fatigue.

¢ Highlight Company Negligence: Telematics may reveal that the company failed to act on
warning signs, like repeated speeding alerts or hard braking patterns.

How Telematics Uncovers Hours-of-Service Violations

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) sets strict limits on how long a truck
driver can operate without taking breaks. These Hours-of-Service (HOS) rules are designed to
prevent fatigue-related crashes.

But some trucking companies encourage drivers to skirt these rules to meet delivery deadlines.
That’s where telematics becomes crucial.

Through ELDs and GPS tracking, we can:

e Compare reported drive times with actual routes and timestamps
e Detect logbook discrepancies that indicate over-driving
e Prove the driver was behind the wheel far beyond the legal limit

In Georgia, violating HOS rules can be used as evidence of negligence and may even support
punitive damages if there’s a pattern of reckless disregard for safety.

Real-Time GPS Tracking Can Reveal Risky Behavior
Consider this hypothetical truck accident investigation:

GPS data obtained by a crash victim’s attorney reveals a commercial driver was repeatedly
speeding through construction zones. On the day of the crash, the system recorded multiple
harsh braking events just minutes before the collision, indicating distraction or aggressive

driving.

That data gives the attorney the leverage they need to prove negligence. The accident itself
wasn’t just one bad moment; it was the result of a pattern of dangerous driving that the
driver’s company failed to address. Without GPS, that pattern would’ve stayed hidden.

This kind of tracking also helps the victim’s lawyer answer critical questions, such as:
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e Was the driver speeding or braking erratically before impact?

e Did the truck veer outside the lane or stop suddenly?

e Did the route match what was allowed by the delivery agreement?
e Were there long driving stretches with no breaks?

How Lawyers Secure GPS and Telematics Data After a Crash

Truck companies aren’t always eager to hand over internal data, especially if it proves they
were negligent. That’s why it’s critical to act fast.

Here’s how we preserve and obtain this evidence:

1. Spoliation Letters: As soon as we take on a case, we send legal notice to preserve all
GPS, ELD, and telematics data. This prevents the company from deleting or overwriting
files.

2. Subpoenas and Discovery Requests: If the case goes to litigation, we can request access
to the data during the discovery phase.

3. Digital Forensics: We often bring in telematics experts to analyze the raw data. They can
extract information even from deleted files, uncover discrepancies, and create visual
timelines.

4. Cross-Referencing Logs: We compare GPS and ELD data to driver statements, company
policies, and accident reports to spot red flags.

What Happens When the Data Is Missing or Incomplete?

If a trucking company claims they “don’t have” the data, or if GPS logs are mysteriously
“missing” after a crash, that itself may be evidence of misconduct. Courts in Georgia can draw
negative inferences when key evidence is destroyed or withheld, especially after a spoliation
letter is sent.

And as Gary Martin Hays puts it, if a trucking company destroys evidence:

“Frankly, there’s going to be hell to pay.”

In some cases, missing telematics data has led to sanctions against companies or opened the
door for juries to award punitive damages.

The Role of Insurance and Fleet Management Systems

Many large carriers use advanced fleet management software that integrates with insurance
risk assessments. These platforms track:

e Speeding alerts

e Harsh driving metrics

e Vehicle inspection reports
e Driver scorecards
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We investigate whether the company had access to this risk data and ignored it. If a driver had
dozens of speeding incidents logged but no corrective action was taken, that can support a
claim of gross negligence.

The Future of Truck Crash Investigations Is Here, and It’s Digital

As more trucks are equipped with GPS, ELDs, and telematics, the legal landscape continues to
evolve. These systems leave a digital trail that, when used effectively, can:

e Strengthen the credibility of your claim
e Prove negligence that wouldn’t be visible at the crash scene
e Rebut false narratives from trucking companies or insurers

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we stay ahead of the curve by working with leading data
analysts, reconstruction specialists, and legal tech partners to make full use of this evidence.

If You Were Injured in a Truck Crash, Don’t Wait

GPS and telematics data can be powerful tools, but they won’t last forever. Many trucking
companies overwrite this data within 30 to 60 days. That’s why it’s so important to speak with a
Georgia truck accident lawyer immediately after a crash.

Our firm will act fast to preserve evidence, investigate thoroughly, and build a case that reflects
the full scope of negligence. Whether you were hit on 1-285, the I-75 corridor, or a local delivery
route in Atlanta, we’re here to help you demand answers.

Talk to a Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer Today

If a truck crash left you or a loved one seriously injured, don’t settle for surface-level answers.
GPS and telematics data may be the key to proving what really happened and holding the
trucking company accountable.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we dig deep, act fast, and fight hard for
our clients. Contact us today for a free consultation. We'll help you get the facts, protect your
rights, and pursue the maximum compensation you deserve.
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