Children Are at High Risk in Georgia Truck Accidents

Why Georgia Truck Crashes Can Have Devastating Consequences for Children

Large trucks pose a serious threat to everyone on the road, but for children, the risk is even
greater. In Georgia, where interstates are packed with tractor-trailers, delivery vehicles, and
commercial trucks, a moment of carelessness can lead to tragedy. Whether a child is walking to
school, riding in the back seat, or crossing a street with their parent, a collision with a
commercial truck often ends in catastrophic injury or death.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen these tragedies unfold
before, and we understand how families in Georgia are shattered by truck crashes involving
children. These aren’t just accidents. They are life-changing, tragic events caused by
negligence—often by truck drivers or companies who chose speed or profit over safety. Our job
is to demand accountability and fight for justice for the most vulnerable victims on Georgia
roads.

How Truck Crashes Injure Children in Georgia

Children are physically smaller, more fragile, and less able to protect themselves in the event of
a collision with any vehicle, let alone heavy semi-truck or tractor-trailer. As a result, they're
more likely to suffer serious injuries in truck crashes, even at lower speeds.

Some of the most common scenarios involving children and trucks include:

e Rear-end collisions where a truck slams into a car carrying a child in the back seat

e School zone crashes caused by speeding or distracted truck drivers

e Crosswalk accidents where drivers fail to see or stop for children on foot
e Driveway and residential incidents involving package delivery trucks
e Bicycle or scooter collisions with commercial vehicles on neighborhood roads

Unlike adults, children may not understand traffic signals or danger cues as clearly. Truck
drivers have a duty to operate their vehicles with extra caution in areas where children are
likely to be present (especially in school zones, neighborhoods, parks, and near school bus
stops). When that duty is violated, the consequences are often permanent.

The Most Common Injuries Children Suffer in Truck Crashes

In our experience handling Georgia truck accident cases, the injuries children sustain are often
more severe and lasting than those of adults. These can include:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries (TBI): Even a minor blow to a child’s head can result in
developmental delays or lifelong disability.

e Spinal Cord Damage: Children’s bodies are more susceptible to fractures and
neurological damage.
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e Internal Bleeding or Organ Trauma: Forceful impacts can cause hidden injuries that
require emergency surgery.

e Fractures and Broken Bones: Growth plates can be damaged, affecting long-term
development.

e Disfigurement or Scarring: Road rash or crushing injuries can leave permanent physical
reminders.

e Emotional Trauma: Anxiety, PTSD, and nightmares are common following a serious
wreck.

These injuries don’t just impact the child, they affect the entire family. Parents may miss work,
face overwhelming medical bills, or struggle to find the right specialists for long-term care. We
understand how complex these cases are, and we work closely with families to build a legal
case that fully reflects the lifetime cost of the harm done.

Why Truck Accidents Involving Children Demand a Strong Legal Response

Unlike regular car accidents, truck crashes involve powerful corporate defendants. Trucking
companies often deploy rapid-response teams immediately after a crash to minimize their
liability. Their goal is to protect profits—not your child.

That’s why it’s so important to have an experienced Georgia truck accident attorney on your
side. These cases often involve:

e Multiple liable parties, including the truck driver, carrier, maintenance provider, or

shipper

e Missing or manipulated evidence, such as dashcam footage, black box data, or driver
logs

e FMCSA and Georgia trucking regulations, which require deep legal knowledge to
navigate

e Pressure from insurance companies trying to settle for far less than the long-term cost
of care

Truck accident claims involving children must account for future surgeries, physical therapy,
adaptive equipment, counseling, special education needs, and potential loss of future income.
If the child has died, a wrongful death claim must pursue the full extent of legal justice available
under Georgia law.

Our firm has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, including many truck accident
victims. We know how to dig deep, hold trucking companies accountable, and build a case that
reflects the full harm your child has suffered.

Georgia Trucking Dangers Near Schools and Residential Zones

Many families don’t realize how often large trucks travel through residential neighborhoods
and school zones. In metro Atlanta and other Georgia cities, routes like Buford Highway, 1-285,
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Highway 78, and local bypasses see heavy truck traffic, sometimes just feet away from where
children walk, bike, or wait for the school bus.

Risk factors that make these areas especially dangerous include:

e Blind Spots: Truck drivers may not see children crossing in front of or beside the vehicle.
e Wide Turns: These can easily catch a bicyclist or pedestrian in the wrong place.

e High Speeds: Even a few miles over the limit drastically increases stopping distance.

e Distracted Driving: Texting, GPS use, or eating behind the wheel puts everyone at risk.

e Fatigue: Long-haul drivers may be too tired to react in time to avoid a child.

While Georgia has regulations for school bus safety and reduced speeds in school zones, not
every driver follows the rules, and not every trucking company screens drivers properly. If a
company hired an unqualified or dangerous driver, failed to maintain the truck, or forced
unrealistic delivery schedules, they may be legally responsible for the crash.

The Emotional Toll of a Truck Crash on Families

When a child is hurt in a trucking accident, the emotional fallout is devastating. Parents often
deal with guilt, fear, frustration, and the overwhelming pressure of navigating hospital bills and
insurance adjusters while trying to stay strong for their child.

Our firm works to lift that burden. We guide families through the legal process with
compassion, clarity, and determination. That includes:

e Investigating the crash and preserving evidence immediately

e Consulting with medical experts and life care planners

e Demanding compensation for both current and future medical care
e Seeking justice through settlement or trial if necessary

e Keeping families informed and empowered at every step

We’ve worked with families across Georgia whose lives were forever changed by negligent
truck drivers. In each case, our mission remains the same: protect the child’s future and hold
wrongdoers accountable.

What To Do If Your Child Was Hurt in a Truck Accident

If your child was injured or killed in a crash involving a commercial truck, don’t wait. Time is
critical in preserving evidence, getting medical evaluations, and building a strong claim. Here’s
what to do right away:

1. Get emergency medical care and follow up with specialists for any signs of trauma.
2. Report the accident to police and obtain a copy of the crash report.
3. Avoid speaking with insurance adjusters without legal representation.
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4. Document everything, including medical visits, out-of-pocket costs, and changes in your
child’s behavior or development.
5. Contact an experienced Georgia truck accident lawyer as soon as possible.

Get Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer

We understand what’s at stake when a child is injured, and we don’t take that responsibility
lightly. If your child was hurt in a crash caused by a commercial truck, you don’t have to face
the legal battle alone. Let our team investigate the crash, protect your rights, and pursue the
full compensation your family deserves.

Contact the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. today for a free, no-obligation
consultation. There are no up-front or out-of-pocket costs, and you don’t pay unless we win.
We’'re ready to help you and your family find your way forward.
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