How Faulty Truck Steering Systems Lead to Catastrophic Georgia
Wrecks

When A Truck Loses Control, Every Driver On The Road Is At Risk

Imagine driving on |-75 outside Macon with a tractor-trailer in the next lane. The truck begins a
gentle curve when, without warning, the steering locks or jerks. In seconds, that 80,000-pound
big rig veers sideways like a derailed freight train, cutting across lanes with no regard for the
cars around it. For the families nearby, there’s no room, no time, and no escape from a
devastating truck wreck.

That’s the terrifying reality of faulty truck steering systems. When steering mechanisms fail,
trucks essentially become unguided missiles. These wrecks don’t just cause property damage;
they cause catastrophic injuries and deaths across Georgia highways every year.

As Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer, our team at the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays

& Associates, P.C., knows how to investigate these failures, expose corporate negligence, and

demand justice for victims.
Why Steering Systems Are A Truck’s Lifeline

A commercial truck’s steering system is more than a convenience, it’s a lifeline. Steering
components must endure enormous pressure: long hauls, heavy loads, and constant strain from
Georgia’s busy interstates. When something goes wrong, the consequences ripple outward like
cracks in a windshield, spreading quickly and without mercy.

Key components include:

e Steering Gearbox: Transfers the driver’s input into motion of the wheels. A worn or
defective gearbox can cause hesitation or sudden jerks.

e Power Steering Pump & Fluid Lines: Essential for maneuverability. Leaks or pump
failures can make it nearly impossible to steer, especially at low speeds.

e Linkages & Tie Rods: Connect steering parts to the wheels. Weak or broken rods can
cause loss of directional control.

e Steering Column & Shaft: If improperly maintained, the column itself can seize or
detach.

When any one of these fails, the driver may lose the ability to steer accurately, or at all. For
smaller vehicles, a steering problem might mean drifting across a lane. For a tractor-trailer, it
means cutting across four lanes of traffic and causing devastation in seconds.
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Faulty truck steering systems can manifest in different ways, each of them dangerous:

e Sudden Locking: The steering wheel freezes, preventing the driver from turning. On a
curve or in heavy traffic, this can be disastrous.

e Unintended Swerving: Worn parts can cause trucks to pull violently left or right,
sideswiping vehicles or crossing medians.

e Delayed Response: Even a one-second delay in a truck’s steering can mean the
difference between staying in a lane and crushing a family car.

e Complete Failure: In rare but catastrophic cases, steering systems fail entirely, leaving
the truck uncontrollable.

On Georgia’s interstates—whether the sharp turns on [-285’s Spaghetti Junction or the long
stretches of I-16 toward Savannah—drivers depend on trucks being stable and predictable. A
steering failure removes that safety net.

Real-World Causes Of Steering Failures
Steering issues don’t happen in a vacuum. They often trace back to preventable causes:

e Poor Maintenance: Skipped inspections, ignored repairs, or cost-cutting measures by

trucking companies can let small problems grow into major hazards.

e Defective Parts: Manufacturers sometimes release steering components with flaws.
Recalls may be issued, but not all companies act responsibly to replace them.

e Improper Repairs: Using the wrong parts, or unqualified mechanics performing critical
fixes, can set the stage for failure.

e Wear And Tear: Commercial trucks cover hundreds of thousands of miles. Without
diligent upkeep, steering parts inevitably degrade.

It’s like ignoring a loose bolt in a bridge—you might get by for a while, but sooner or later, the
entire structure gives way.

Common Injuries In Faulty Steering Truck Accidents

When a truck loses steering, the crash that follows is often violent and unpredictable. Injuries
include:

e Traumatic brain injuries from rollovers, collisions, or flying debris.

e Spinal cord injuries that may result in paralysis or lifelong mobility challenges.

e Multiple fractures caused by crushing force or vehicle rollovers.

e Internal injuries from blunt trauma, including organ rupture or internal bleeding.

e Severe burns if fuel ignites during the wreck.
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Victims don’t just face immediate trauma. They face long hospital stays, permanent disability,
and the emotional toll of an accident that never should have happened.

Legal Challenges In Steering Failure Cases
Truck accident cases are always complex, but steering failure claims bring unique challenges:

¢ Identifying The Cause: Was it driver error, poor maintenance, or a manufacturing
defect? Pinpointing responsibility requires detailed investigation.

e Preserving Evidence: Maintenance logs, repair records, and inspection reports are
critical, but trucking companies may not be eager to share them.

e Multiple Defendants: Liability may extend to the driver, the trucking company, a repair
shop, or even a parts manufacturer.

e Federal Safety Violations: The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA)
requires strict inspections. Any missed checks can establish negligence.

It takes a skilled team to cut through the excuses and shine a light on where the system broke
down (literally and figuratively).

What Victims Should Do After A Steering-Related Truck Accident

If you’re injured in a wreck caused by a truck’s faulty steering system, your actions in the
aftermath are crucial:

Get Emergency Medical Care: Even minor pain can signal life-threatening injuries.
Report The Accident To Police: A detailed report helps preserve facts early.
Document The Scene: Photos of skid marks, fluid leaks, and the damaged vehicles can
make a huge difference.

4. Do Not Sign Anything From Insurers: The trucking company’s insurer will move fast to
minimize liability.

5. Call An Experienced Georgia Truck Accident Lawyer: A legal team can secure black box
data, driver logs, and maintenance records before they disappear.

Why Choose Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer?

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we know how to take on complex
steering failure cases. We have the resources to dig deep into records, expose unsafe trucking
practices, and hold manufacturers accountable when defective parts are to blame.

We’ve recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, including multi-million-dollar results in
catastrophic truck wrecks. That experience gives us the insight to anticipate the tactics trucking
companies and insurers will use to avoid responsibility.
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When you’ve been injured by a truck with a faulty steering system, you deserve more than
apologies. You deserve accountability, justice, and the financial recovery you need to move
forward.



