Crush Injuries From Truck Accidents In Georgia

How Massive Force Causes Devastating Harm And What You Can Do About It

The impact of a large commercial truck against a smaller vehicle can produce forces beyond
what most bodies can withstand. In Georgia, many victims of truck crashes suffer crush
injuries—damage caused when body parts are compressed between two surfaces or when
heavy objects collapse inward. These injuries are among the most severe and complex to treat,
and they bring unique legal challenges.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve represented clients who were

pinned, trapped, and crushed in wrecks involving tractor-trailers, delivery rigs, and semis. We
know what it takes to investigate, build a case, and demand full accountability.

What Are Crush Injuries And Why They Are So Dangerous?

A crush injury happens when part of the body is caught between two objects, compressed by
external force, or trapped long enough for internal damage to occur. In a truck collision, that
might mean a car door closing under trailer swing, vehicle deformation pressing on limbs, or a
rollover pinning occupants.

What makes crush injuries uniquely dangerous:

e Compartment Syndrome: When pressure builds in muscle compartments, blood flow is
cut off, and tissue can die. That requires immediate surgery to relieve pressure or risk
permanent loss of function.

e Soft Tissue Damage: Muscles, ligaments, tendons, and nerves can be torn, stretched, or
severed by the sheer force. Nerve damage is often permanent.

e Bone Fractures and Joint Dislocation: Crush force doesn’t just break bones—from
multiple angles, it often results in comminuted fractures (many pieces).

e Vascular Injury: Blood vessels can rupture or be occluded, leading to internal bleeding or
loss of circulation to digits or limbs.

e Amputation or Partial Amputation: In the worst cases, parts of limbs must be removed

to stop life-threatening damage.

e Organ Injury and Internal Trauma: Force can compress the chest or abdomen, damaging
organs even if no external wound is obvious.

e Rhabdomyolysis: When muscle tissue deteriorates under pressure, it releases toxins into
the bloodstream, threatening kidney failure.
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Because crush injuries often cause multiple simultaneous internal injuries, even survivors face
long recovery, multiple surgeries, reconstructive operations, nerve grafts, physical therapy, and
sometimes permanent disability.

Common Scenarios Where Truck Collisions Cause Crush Injuries
In Georgia, crush injuries from trucks often occur in certain high-risk circumstances:

e Side-Impact Collisions: A truck’s trailer may intrude into adjacent lanes or crash into a
vehicle side, crushing the occupants.
e Underride Collisions: When a car slides under the trailer, parts of its structure can be

compressed by the trailer’s undercarriage.

e Rollover Crashes: The rollover weight or the shifting cargo can come down on
occupants.

e Jackknife Events: The trailer swings violently into the cab or adjacent lanes.

e Multi-Vehicle Pileups: Vehicles can be smashed from both ends or the side by multiple

large trucks.
e Intersection Turns Gone Wrong: The tractor’s swing may catch adjacent cars,
compressing them.

In each, victims can become trapped, either physically pinned or subject to structural collapse
inside their vehicle.

The Medical and Long-Term Challenges of Crush Injuries
Crush injury victims often face the following:
Immediate Medical Interventions

Emergency responders must free trapped victims with extreme care to avoid worsening internal
damage. Surgeons act fast to relieve compartment syndrome, stabilize fractures, perform
vascular repair, and manage bleeding.

Multiple Surgeries and Reconstruction

After stabilization, victims often require reconstructive surgery, sometimes spanning months.
Skin grafts, bone grafts, nerve repair, and reconstructive plastic surgery are common.

Physical Rehabilitation and Therapy

Regaining mobility, strength, and use of limbs can be a multi-year process. Some patients never
return to baseline function.

Long-Term Disability and Pain
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Chronic pain, limited range of motion, nerve damage, and psychological trauma (PTSD,
depression) are frequent outcomes. Victims may need lifetime assistive devices, home
modifications, and ongoing therapy.

Secondary Complications

Infections, nonhealing wounds, kidney damage (from rhabdomyolysis), and failure of grafts or
implants are constant threats.

Financial and Emotional Toll

Medical bills, lost income, long periods of unemployment or reduced capacity, and the
emotional strain on families can be overwhelming.

Legal Challenges Specific to Crush Injury Truck Cases

Due to the severity and complexity of crush injuries, legal claims must go deeper. Key challenges
include:

e Complex Medical Causation: Defendants often dispute how much of the damage
resulted from the crash versus preexisting conditions. Expert testimony is critical.

e Hidden or Delayed Symptoms: Some internal injuries manifest later, giving defenders
room to argue they weren’t crash-related.

e Multiple Parties and Liability: Truck driver, trucking company, cargo loader, parts
manufacturer, and maintenance contractors may all share fault.

e Preservation of Evidence: Vehicles get repaired or destroyed quickly after these crashes,
so crash scene documentation and expedited evidence subpoenas are essential.

e Valuing Future Damages: The lifetime cost of care, rehabilitation, assistive technology,
and lost earning power must be precisely calculated and admitted.

e Pressure From Insurance Companies: They often push quick lowball settlements before
the full extent of injury is known.

How Liability Is Proven in Crush Injury Truck Cases

A strong case depends on building proof you deserve more than a partial or manipulated
settlement. Key evidence to a truck accident case often includes:

e Crash Reconstruction and Expert Analyses: Experts reconstruct the speeds, trajectories,

crush deformation, and force impact.

e Black Box / ECM Data: Electronic control module info can show sudden braking,
acceleration, or steering inputs just before impact.

e Maintenance and Inspection Records: If brakes, tires, suspension, or structure were
defective, the trucking company may be liable.
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e Driver Logs and Hours-of-Service Violations: Fatigue may have contributed, especially if

the driver violated rest or driving rules.

e Witness and Video Evidence: Dashcam footage or security video may capture the
collision dynamics clearly.

e Medical Expert Opinions: Doctors and life care planners can tie the immediate trauma

to lifetime care and damages.

Each piece strengthens the link between the truck crash event and the lifelong harm inflicted on
the victim.

What Victims Should Do Immediately After a Crush Injury Truck Collision
Acting promptly preserves your rights. Steps to take:

Seek immediate medical care—even if you believe your injuries are minor. Don’t delay.
Report the collision to the police and request a copy of the crash report.
Document the scene with photos and videos. If you can, document vehicle damage,
positions, skid marks, debris, and identifiers on the truck.

4. Get contact information from all drivers, passengers, eyewitnesses, and potential
surveillance sources.

5. Preserve records, including hospital bills, imaging, surgical notes, insurance
correspondence, and diaries of pain or disability.

6. Avoid giving recorded statements to insurance adjusters without legal counsel.
Call a Georgia truck accident lawyer right away before evidence disappears or is altered.

Why You Need Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer On Your Side

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve fought for clients who suffered
catastrophic crush injuries in truck crashes. With over $1 billion recovered for Georgia families,

we have the resources and experience to face large trucking companies, insurer defense teams,
and corporate interests.

When a crash causes crush injuries, we know how to preserve evidence, consult the right
medical experts, and demand full accountability. We fight for compensation that includes past
and future medical care, lost wages, pain and suffering, disability, home modification costs, and

more.

You don’t have to face this alone, especially when the stakes are this high. Contact us today for a

free case evaluation to find out more about how we can help you.
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