What Happens If You’re Hit by a Driver Without Insurance in Georgia?

How Our Attorneys Help You Recover When the Other Driver Can’t Pay

It’s a nightmare scenario that happens far too often in Georgia. You’re driving safely when
another car slams into you, only to discover the at-fault driver has no insurance. In seconds,
your life is turned upside down: medical bills pile up, your car is totaled, and the person
responsible has no financial safety net.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen how these crashes leave
victims feeling cornered and powerless. But you still have options. Georgia law provides several
paths for recovery, even when the driver who hit you can’t cover your losses. The key is
knowing where to look and acting quickly to protect your claim. Here’s what you need to know
and how our Atlanta car accident lawyers can help if you’ve been injured in a crash caused by
an uninsured driver.

How Common Are Uninsured Drivers in Georgia?

Georgia requires every driver to carry liability insurance, but not everyone follows the law.
According to data from the Insurance Information Institute, a little over one in seven drivers
nationwide is uninsured, and Georgia consistently ranks near the top. Economic pressure,
lapsed payments, and suspended policies leave thousands of motorists without valid coverage
at any given time.

That means even the most cautious driver can end up hurt by someone who shouldn’t have
been on the road. The good news is that Georgia law recognizes this reality, and your own
policy may be your best ally when the other driver has nothing to give.

What Should You Do Immediately After the Crash?

After any collision, your priority is safety and documentation. But when you suspect the other
driver lacks insurance, it's even more critical to preserve evidence. Police involvement,
photographs, and medical documentation all become critical when pursuing compensation
through your own policy or the courts.

Here’s what to do right away:

e (Call 911 and Request a Police Report: You’ll need an official record confirming the
uninsured driver’s identity and lack of coverage.

e Get Medical Care Immediately: Even minor injuries can worsen later, and prompt care
strengthens your claim.

e Take Photos and Video Evidence: Capture damage to both vehicles, license plates, and
the accident scene.

e Collect Witness Information: Independent accounts can support your version of events
when liability is disputed.
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e Notify Your Insurance Company (Carefully): Report the crash promptly but avoid
detailed recorded statements until you’ve spoken with an attorney.

These steps form the foundation of a strong uninsured motorist claim. Without them, insurers
may downplay your losses or deny coverage altogether.

How Does Uninsured Motorist Coverage Work in Georgia?

Georgia law requires insurance companies to offer uninsured and underinsured motorist
coverage (UM/UIM) when you purchase an auto policy. You can reject it in writing, but most
drivers carry it, often without realizing how valuable it truly is.

UM/UIM coverage protects you when the at-fault driver either has no insurance or not enough
to cover your damages. It applies to:

e Bodily Injury: Covers medical expenses, lost income, and pain and suffering.

e Property Damage: Repairs or replaces your vehicle when the other driver can’t pay.

e Hit-and-Run Crashes: Applies even when the at-fault driver flees the scene and can’t be
identified.

Think of UM/UIM as your personal safety net; one that travels with you, whether you’re
driving, riding as a passenger, or walking as a pedestrian. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we
help clients navigate this coverage to unlock its full potential and avoid insurance company
roadblocks.

What'’s the Difference Between “Added-On” and “Reduced-by” Coverage?

Georgia allows two types of UM/UIM coverage, and the difference between them can
dramatically affect your compensation.

e Added-On (Stacking) Coverage: Your UM/UIM benefits are added to the at-fault driver’s
liability limits, increasing the total available compensation.

e Reduced-by Coverage: Your UM/UIM limits are reduced by whatever amount the at-
fault driver’s insurance pays.

For example, if your damages total $100,000 and the at-fault driver has $25,000 in coverage,
your own $100,000 added-on policy could bring your total recovery to $125,000. Under a
reduced-by policy, you’d only receive $75,000 more.

Many Georgians don’t realize they can elect added-on coverage, which is a decision that often
determines whether they fully recover after a serious crash. Our attorneys review your policy,
identify hidden benefits, and make sure insurers honor every dollar you’re entitled to.

Can You Sue the Uninsured Driver Directly?
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Sure, but it’s rarely practical. You can file a lawsuit against the at-fault driver personally, but
collecting the judgment is often the challenge. Many uninsured drivers lack sufficient income or
assets to pay, even if you win in court.

Still, our firm investigates every angle. Sometimes, additional liability exists beyond the driver.
For example:

e Employer Liability: If the driver was on the job, their employer may share responsibility.

e Vehicle Owner Liability: If someone loaned their car to an unlicensed or reckless driver,
the owner might be liable.

e Dram Shop Liability: If alcohol was involved, a bar or restaurant that overserved the
driver could face claims.

By tracing every link in the chain of responsibility, we uncover alternative sources of recovery
that most victims (and many attorneys) overlook.

What If the Other Driver Fled the Scene?

Hit-and-run crashes create another layer of frustration. Fortunately, Georgia’s uninsured
motorist laws treat unidentified hit-and-run drivers as uninsured for coverage purposes. That
means your UM policy can step in, as long as certain conditions are met.

To qualify, you must typically show:

e Physical contact occurred between the vehicles, or
e There’s independent evidence (like a witness or traffic camera) confirming another
vehicle caused the crash.

We’ve handled many cases where insurers tried to deny coverage, claiming “no proof” of
another vehicle. Our team moves fast to locate footage, witnesses, or police reports before that
evidence disappears.

What Challenges Do Victims Face With Uninsured Motorist Claims?

Even though you’re dealing with your own insurer, the relationship isn’t friendly. Insurance
companies often fight UM/UIM claims as aggressively as they would any other. They may
guestion your injuries, deny the extent of your losses, or dispute whether coverage applies.

Common insurer tactics include:

e Blaming You for the Crash: Assigning partial fault to reduce your payout.

e Questioning Medical Treatment: Claiming you overtreated or your injuries were
preexisting.

e Delaying Communication: Hoping financial pressure pushes you into accepting a low
settlement.

e Disputing Coverage Language: Arguing technical exclusions to avoid paying.
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At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve dealt with these tactics for over three decades. We
know how insurers operate, and we use that knowledge to fight back. Our attorneys take
control of the process so you’re not left battling adjusters while trying to recover from your
injuries.

What Compensation Can You Recover After an Uninsured Driver Crash?

Even when the at-fault driver can’t pay, your damages remain the same. A strong claim can
include compensation for:

e Medical Expenses: Emergency treatment, hospital bills, surgery, and rehabilitation.

e Lost Income: Time missed from work or reduced earning capacity.

e Pain and Suffering: Physical pain and emotional distress from the crash.

e Property Damage: Vehicle repair or replacement.

e Punitive Damages (in rare cases): If the driver acted with extreme recklessness, such as
driving drunk.

Our attorneys work with medical and financial experts to calculate the full value of your losses.
We don’t let insurers minimize your recovery simply because the other driver broke the law by
driving uninsured.

How Long Do You Have to File an Uninsured Motorist Claim in Georgia?

Under Georgia law, the general statute of limitations for car accident injury claims is two years
from the date of the crash. But when dealing with uninsured or hit-and-run drivers, the timeline
can get complicated.

Some policies impose shorter internal deadlines for notifying your insurer about a UM/UIM
claim — sometimes just 30 to 60 days. Missing those deadlines can jeopardize your coverage.
That’s why it’s so important to contact an attorney as soon as possible. We ensure all required
notices, filings, and evidence preservation steps happen on time.

Why Experienced Legal Representation Makes the Difference

You didn’t choose to be hit by an uninsured driver, but you can choose how you respond. Trying
to handle this kind of claim alone often means leaving money on the table. Between technical
insurance language, overlapping coverages, and the emotional toll of recovery, it’s easy to miss
key opportunities for compensation.

Our firm has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, and many of those cases involved
uninsured or underinsured drivers. We know how to uncover every coverage layer, prove
liability beyond doubt, and make sure the insurers keep their promises. When others can’t pay,
we find the path forward.

Contact Gary Martin Hays & Associates for a Free Consultation
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If you were injured by a driver with no insurance, you’re not out of options — but time matters.
The sooner you act, the stronger your case becomes. Let our team review your insurance
policy, investigate the crash, and fight to secure the compensation you deserve.

Give us a call or contact us online for a free consultation with an experienced Georgia car
accident attorney. We'll explain your rights, guide you through your claim, and help you rebuild
after the unexpected.
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