Crash Victims With Connective Tissue Disorders Face Unique
Challenges

How Georgia Injury Lawyers Prove Aggravation, Hidden Damage, and Long-Term
Harm

A serious crash hits the body like a force it wasn’t built to absorb. For most people, the injury
stops at the torn muscle or fractured bone the scans can confirm. But for someone living with a
connective tissue disorder, the trauma can spread deeper and linger longer, almost like a fault
line running beneath the surface that suddenly widens after impact.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we see what many insurance
companies try to deny. People with conditions like Ehlers-Danlos syndrome (EDS) and
hypermobility spectrum disorders (HSD) aren’t “fragile.” They’re vulnerable in a very specific
medical way that changes how a crash injures them, and how we build their case.

For families searching for a Georgia car accident lawyer who understands these nuances, it’s

important to know how the science aligns with the law and why aggravation of a pre-existing
condition is one of the most misunderstood and wrongly minimized issues in personal injury

litigation.

Understanding Ehlers-Danlos and Hypermobility Disorders in Crash Cases

Connective tissue disorders affect the body’s scaffolding — the collagen, ligaments, tendons,
and structural fibers that hold everything together. When those tissues are more elastic or
unstable, the force of a collision can produce injuries far beyond what imaging captures.

These conditions often involve:

e Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome (EDS): A group of genetic disorders affecting collagen
production, leading to joint instability, fragile tissues, chronic pain, and amplified injury
responses.

e Hypermobility Spectrum Disorders (HSD): Conditions marked by excessive joint
mobility, poor proprioception, and increased risk of sprains, subluxations, and soft-
tissue failure during trauma.

e Related Autonomic Issues: Some individuals with EDS/HSD also experience
dysautonomia or POTS, meaning a crash can cause both structural and neurological
complications at once.

When someone with a connective tissue disorder is injured in a wreck, the crash doesn’t just
hurt them. It destabilizes systems that were already working harder than most people realize.
That’s why mild-to-moderate collisions can cause disproportionate damage, extensive recovery
times, and chronic symptoms.
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Why These Victims Experience More Severe and Longer-Lasting Injuries

The physics of injury don’t change based on a diagnosis. Delta-V, momentum transfer, and
seatbelt loading all happen the same way. What changes is how the body responds after those
forces are applied.

For someone with EDS or HSD:

1. Ligaments stretch instead of resisting impact, causing joint instability that may last
months or become permanent.

2. Soft tissue tears more easily, even in low-speed collisions.

Inflammation lingers, often triggering chronic pain syndromes.

Micro-trauma accumulates, creating injuries that don’t appear on early scans but

develop into life-changing limitations.
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For example, a rear-end crash that results in a typical whiplash injury for one person may cause
cervical instability, rib subluxations, or chronic migraines for someone with hypermobility. The
crash doesn’t “create” their disorder. It weaponizes it.

Insurance companies often ignore these realities. They’ll argue the person was already hurt, or
their symptoms are unrelated. Our job is to show the clear timeline: how the crash aggravated
the condition, accelerated symptoms, and caused measurable new harm.

Aggravation vs. Pre-Existing Conditions: The Legal Difference That Matters Most

Georgia law is clear: a negligent driver is responsible for aggravating a pre-existing condition,
even if the victim was more vulnerable than someone else. This is often called the “eggshell
plaintiff rule,” but in cases involving connective tissue disorders, the metaphor isn’t quite right.
These individuals aren’t fragile; their injuries simply follow a different pattern.

To win these cases, we focus on:
1. Proving the Baseline Before the Crash

Medical records, physical therapy notes, and personal function statements help create a picture
of daily life before the collision. How often were they in pain? What activities were they able to
do? What limitations didn’t exist yet?

2. Showing the Clear Turn After the Collision

We document when symptoms changed, got worse, or became chronic. These shifts are often
significant and can be tied directly to the trauma of the wreck.

3. Using Specialists to Validate the Injury Pattern

Rheumatologists, geneticists, neurologists, and connective tissue specialists often provide
critical explanations for why the crash caused more severe consequences.
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4. Demonstrating the Long-Term Fallout

For many EDS/HSD crash victims, instability, pain, and fatigue don’t fade with time. They
expand, limiting work, mobility, and quality of life.

When insurance companies push the narrative that “you were already injured,” we counter
with the truth: you weren’t living like this before the crash.

How Georgia Injury Lawyers Build These Claims Successfully

These cases require more than standard medical records. They demand strategy, patience, and
deep coordination with experts.

When building an aggravated-injury claim, we often incorporate:

e Longitudinal medical timelines showing pre- vs. post-impact changes.

e Comparative function statements documenting daily life before and after the collision.

e Biomechanical insight explaining how low force can still cause high damage in
hypermobile tissues.

e Pain tracking and symptom diaries from the client to illustrate day-to-day shifts.

e Reports from autonomic specialists when crashes trigger dysautonomia flare-ups or new
POTS symptoms.

For example, if a client with hypermobility had occasional joint pain before a collision but is
now experiencing daily subluxations, severe fatigue, or the inability to work, we map that
progression and tie it to the trauma event using medical testimony and clear time markers.

Insurance companies rely on doubt. We rely on documentation, science, and a deep
understanding of how trauma behaves in the bodies of those with connective tissue disorders.

Living With a Connective Tissue Disorder After a Crash

Recovery isn’t linear for EDS/HSD patients, and a crash often turns an already demanding
condition into a daily battle. Many clients describe feeling like the accident “flipped a switch”
they can’t turn off. Pain spikes become unpredictable. Fatigue crashes hit without warning.
Stabilizing braces, mobility aids, and lifelong medical care may become part of their reality.

Families often struggle with guilt, believing they should’ve been stronger or more resilient. The
truth is simple: your body didn’t fail you. The driver who hurt you did.

And in Georgia, the law allows you to pursue full compensation for every way the crash
changed your life.

Get Georgia’s Power Law Firm in Your Corner

Connective tissue disorder cases demand a law firm that understands the medical science, the
legal strategy, and the lived reality of these injuries. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays &
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Associates, P.C., we've helped countless crash victims prove injuries that aren’t always visible
but are absolutely life-changing. When an insurance company claims your pain is “just your
condition,” we show the truth: the crash made everything worse.

If a collision aggravated your Ehlers-Danlos, hypermobility disorder, or any connective tissue
condition, we’re here to fight for the full compensation you deserve. Contact us today to learn
how our Georgia injury lawyers can help you rebuild your life with strength, clarity, and
support.
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