Semi-Truck Blowovers In Georgia And The Damage They Leave Behind

The Growing Danger Of High-Wind Truck Crashes On Georgia Highways

On a clear day in Georgia, it can feel like nothing could possibly go wrong on the road. The sky is
open, traffic is moving, and you’re simply trying to get home or back to work. Then the wind
changes, a tractor-trailer starts to sway, and in a matter of seconds that truck tips over, sliding or
rolling into nearby lanes.

Semi-truck blowovers are violent events. They crush smaller vehicles, block entire highways, and
leave people with injuries that change everything about their daily lives.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we see the aftermath of these crashes

all across Georgia. Families come to us after a semi has toppled onto a car on 1-85, I-20, Highway
316, or a two-lane rural road. They’re left asking how a truck that large could simply fall over
and why the trucking company didn’t do more to prevent it.

The truth is that many blowovers are not random “acts of nature.” They’re preventable crashes
that happen when trucking companies push drivers, ignore wind conditions, or fail to load and

secure trailers safely.

When a semi-truck tips over, the people in the smaller vehicles around it are the ones who pay
the price. That’s where an experienced Georgia truck accident lawyer can step in, investigate

what went wrong, and fight for the recovery the injured person needs to put life back together.
Semi-Truck Blowovers Are Not Freak Accidents

From a distance, a tractor-trailer looks solid and stable. Up close, it is more like a giant sail
moving at highway speed. Tall trailers with light or uneven loads are especially vulnerable when
strong crosswinds cut across open stretches of highway, bridges, or overpasses. If a driver is
moving too fast for conditions or makes a sudden steering correction, the entire rig can start to

lean. Once the center of gravity shifts past a certain point, gravity does the rest.

In many cases, these crashes happen on days when the sky looks harmless. The wind can be
gusty even when visibility is perfect. Trucking companies know this. So do drivers. Federal and
industry safety guidance warns about the risks of operating in high winds, especially with empty
or lightly loaded trailers. Yet blowovers keep happening in Georgia because warnings are
ignored, schedules are tight, and taking a truck off the road costs money.

When our firm investigates a blowover, we don’t treat it as a fluke. We look at the choices that
turned a routine trip into a tipping hazard, because those choices are what matter in a Georgia
personal injury or wrongful death case.



https://www.garymartinhays.com/truck-accident/rollover-accidents/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/how-dispatch-pressure-contributes-to-georgia-truck-accidents/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/truck-accident/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/the-danger-of-speeding-truckers-on-georgia-interstates/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/wrongful-death-after-a-commercial-vehicle-accident-in-georgia/

Before a semi tips onto its side, there are usually warning signs in the way the truck was loaded,
routed, or driven.

Speed In High Wind Conditions

Driving too fast for gusty crosswinds or strong cross-breezes on bridges and overpasses
increases the chance that a trailer will lean and tip. A truck may technically be under the posted
speed limit, but still be unsafe for the conditions.

Lightweight Or Empty Trailers

An empty or lightly loaded trailer is easier to move with each gust. When trucking companies
send drivers out with “sail” trailers in known wind corridors, the risk of a blowover climbs
quickly.

Improper Or Uneven Loading

If cargo is stacked too high, shifted to one side, or not properly secured, the truck’s center of

gravity changes. This makes the trailer more likely to tip when the wind hits or the driver needs
to steer suddenly.

Ignored Weather Warnings Or Route Risks

Dispatchers and drivers have access to wind advisories, storm warnings, and local knowledge
about problem areas. Sending a truck through a high-risk zone without adjustments can set the
stage for a blowover.

Each of these factors reflects a decision made before the crash. When a truck tips and someone
is hurt, those decisions become central to proving negligence and holding the right parties
accountable.

Injuries And Long Term Impact After A Blowover Crash

When a semi-truck blows over onto a smaller vehicle, the occupants rarely walk away with
minor injuries. The weight of the trailer, the speed of the impact, and the crushing forces
involved often lead to serious harm. Victims can be trapped, pinned, or exposed to flying debris
when the truck slides across multiple lanes.

Common injuries from blowovers include broken bones, spinal cord injuries, traumatic brain

injuries, internal damage, and severe soft tissue trauma. Even when a person survives, they may

face surgeries, long hospital stays, and months of physical therapy. Some never return to the
work they did before the crash. Others struggle with chronic pain, nightmares, and anxiety
every time they approach a highway.
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The medical side of a blowover is only part of the story. Lost income, the cost of future care, and
the emotional strain on the entire family can last for years. Insurance companies know the
stakes in these cases. That’s why they move quickly to control the narrative and limit what they
may have to pay.

Semi-truck blowovers aren’t just one-day events. They are the beginning of a long road that
requires strong medical care, steady income support, and an attorney who understands how to
prove the full impact of a catastrophic truck crash.

Who May Be Responsible For A Semi Truck Blowover In Georgia

Liability in a blowover crash is rarely as simple as blaming the wind. After all, you can’t sue
Mother Nature.

Truck drivers and trucking companies have a duty to operate safely, monitor conditions, and
make adjustments when those conditions become dangerous. When they fail to do so, injured
people have the right to pursue compensation under Georgia law.

Responsibility may fall on several parties. The driver might have chosen to keep driving despite
feeling the truck sway. The motor carrier might have pushed that driver to stay on schedule
despite high wind advisories. A loading company could have stacked cargo in a way that made
the trailer unstable. Sometimes multiple decisions from different entities line up and create the
conditions for a blowover.

When our firm takes on these cases, we focus on more than the final moment when the truck
tipped. We look closely at the days, hours, and minutes leading up to the crash, because that’s
where negligence is usually hiding.

In a typical investigation, certain questions and evidence become especially important.

When a semi-truck tips over and someone is hurt, the paper trail and electronic data often tell a
very clear story about what went wrong.

Driver Logs And On Board Data

Electronic logging devices, GPS records, and black box data can show speed, steering inputs,
braking, and hours of service leading up to the blowover. This information helps us determine
whether fatigue or unsafe speed played a role.

Dispatch Instructions And Company Policies

Text messages, emails, and load assignments may reveal whether the company pressured the
driver to stay on the road despite high wind warnings or time constraints.

Cargo And Weight Records
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Bills of lading, scale tickets, and loading documents help us evaluate whether the trailer was
overweight, underweight, or improperly balanced for the route and conditions.

Maintenance And Inspection Records

Tire condition, suspension issues, and other mechanical problems can worsen stability.
Maintenance files and pre-trip inspection reports may show whether safety issues were
ignored.

By gathering and analyzing this evidence quickly, our attorneys build a case that focuses on
preventable choices, not just the weather.

Steps To Take After A Semi-Truck Blowover Crash In Georgia

The moments after a blowover crash are confusing and frightening. Many people are in shock.
Vehicles may be crushed, scattered, or pinned under the trailer. Emergency crews work to reach
those who are hurt. In that chaos, it can be hard to know what to do. Yet the actions taken in
the hours and days that follow can make a real difference in both your health and your legal
case.

We know injured people and their families often feel overwhelmed. That’s why we focus on
simple, practical steps that protect both safety and rights whenever a semi-truck blowover
causes harm.

After a blowover crash, there are several important steps that can help protect your wellbeing
and your future claim:

1. Get Immediate Medical Care: Even if you think you can walk away, you could have
internal injuries, head trauma, or spinal damage that is not obvious at the scene. Seeing
a doctor right away creates a medical record that links your injuries to the crash.

2. Follow All Medical Instructions: Go to follow-up appointments, attend physical therapy,
and take prescribed medications. Gaps in treatment can harm your recovery and give
the trucking company’s insurer an excuse to argue that you were not seriously hurt.

3. Preserve Any Evidence You Can: If possible, take photos or ask someone you trust to
photograph the vehicles, skid marks, weather conditions, and your visible injuries. Keep
copies of medical records, discharge papers, and any communication from insurance
companies.

4. Avoid Giving Recorded Statements To The Trucking Insurer: The trucking company’s
insurance adjuster may call quickly and act friendly. Their job is to limit what the
company pays, not to protect you. Talk to a Georgia truck accident attorney before
answering detailed questions or signing anything.
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These steps won’t undo the crash, but they can make sure your health is prioritized and your
claim starts on strong footing.

Contact Georgia’s Billion Dollar Truck Wreck Lawyer Today

Semi-truck blowovers leave a trail of damage that reaches far beyond the crash scene. Medical
bills, lost income, ongoing pain, and the stress of dealing with a powerful trucking company can
feel overwhelming. No family should have to shoulder that burden alone while the trucking
company and its insurers move quickly to protect their bottom line.

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve taken on trucking companies across Georgia in
cases involving devastating injuries and wrongful deaths. Our firm has helped recover over $1
billion for Georgia families, and that track record sends a clear message to the industry. When a

truck tips over and injures someone on a Georgia road, we are ready to investigate, uncover
every safety failure, and demand full accountability from every responsible party.

If a semi-truck blowover has turned your life upside down, you deserve answers and a plan. Our
team can listen to what happened, explain your options, and handle the fight with the trucking
company so you can focus on healing. When you’re ready to talk about your potential case,
contact us today for a free consultation.



https://www.garymartinhays.com/case-results/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/case-results/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/contact/

