Loss Of Consortium Claims After Serious Injuries In Georgia

When A Serious Injury Disrupts The Marriage, The Law Recognizes Your Loss

A serious crash or catastrophic injury does more than send someone to the hospital. It can
hollow out the middle of a marriage. The routines you built together fall apart, intimacy
changes, tempers flare under stress, and suddenly it feels like you lost the partner you used to
know, even though they’re still physically present. That emotional and practical loss is real, and
it can linger long after bones heal or surgeries are over.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our attorneys have seen how a life-
changing injury in Georgia can quietly pull a marriage apart in the background of the legal case.
Georgia law has a name for that harm, and a way to seek compensation for it: a loss of
consortium claim. When a negligent driver or company injures your spouse, your loss as a
husband or wife matters too, and it deserves to be treated as more than an afterthought.

What Does Loss Of Consortium Mean In A Georgia Injury Case?

In Georgia, “loss of consortium” is the legal term for damage to the marital relationship when
one spouse is seriously injured by someone else’s negligence. Courts describe it as the loss of
love, companionship, affection, services, cooperation, and sexual relations that grow out of the
marriage covenant.

It isn’t about medical bills or lost wages. It’s about the ways an injury affects the home you
share and the life you built together. That harm can show up in obvious and subtle ways:
physical limitations, personality changes, mood swings from chronic pain, exhaustion from
caregiving, or the stress of suddenly becoming the sole income provider.

Many spouses tell us they feel guilty for struggling, because “I’'m not the one who was hurt.” A
loss of consortium claim recognizes that when a careless driver or company injures your
partner, they injured your marriage as well, and that loss should be part of the overall civil
recovery.

Common ways a serious injury can damage a marriage include:

e Loss Of Intimacy And Affection: Chronic pain, physical restrictions, scarring, or trauma
can make sexual intimacy difficult or impossible, and couples often feel distance grow
where closeness used to be.

e Shift From Partnership To Caregiving: One spouse may suddenly become a full-time
caregiver, handling bathing, dressing, medications, and transportation, which can leave
little room for equal partnership or shared joy.

e Emotional And Personality Changes: Brain injuries, PTSD, depression, or constant pain
can change how an injured spouse reacts to everyday stress, and that shift can slowly
reshape the entire relationship.
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e Loss Of Shared Activities: Hobbies, travel, parenting routines, and religious or
community involvement may disappear or shrink, leaving both spouses grieving the life
they used to share.

¢ Increased Household And Parenting Burdens: The uninjured spouse may have to take
on every chore, all child-related tasks, and financial management, which can create
resentment, burnout, and a sense of losing their own identity.

When those kinds of changes are tied to a negligent act, Georgia law allows the uninjured
spouse to seek compensation for that disruption, because the law recognizes that a serious
injury rarely hurts just one person.

Who Can File A Loss Of Consortium Claim In Georgia?

Georgia takes a narrower view of loss of consortium than many other states. Under Georgia
law:

e Only the spouse of the injured person can bring a loss of consortium claim.

e The injured person cannot file a consortium claim for themselves; their losses are
addressed in the main personal injury case through pain and suffering and loss of
enjoyment of life.

e Children cannot bring loss of consortium claims for an injured parent, and parents
cannot bring this type of claim for an injured child.

e Unmarried partners, fiancés, and long-term cohabiting partners are not eligible for a
consortium claim under current Georgia law, even if the relationship functioned like a
marriage.

That limitation can feel harsh, especially for families who live together in stable, long-term
relationships without a marriage certificate. But for legally married spouses in Georgia, it also
means the law places particular weight on the marital relationship when a serious injury
changes everything at home.

If you’re a husband or wife watching your partner struggle after a crash or other violent event,
it’s important to know that any loss of consortium claim you have is tied to your spouse’s
underlying personal injury case. Your claim generally needs to be brought within the same time
limits that apply to that injury case, and waiting too long can put both at risk, which is one
reason to talk to a Georgia personal injury lawyer as early as you can.

How Is A Loss Of Consortium Claim Different From The Injury Case?

A loss of consortium claim is often described as “derivative,” meaning it depends on the injured
spouse having a valid underlying claim against the at-fault party. If the injured spouse has no
legal right to recover, the consortium claim usually cannot stand on its own.

At the same time, Georgia courts have recognized that a consortium claim is also a separate
claim that belongs personally to the uninjured spouse. It's not just another damage category
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inside the injured spouse’s lawsuit. It is the non-injured spouse stepping forward to say, “This

accident damaged my life in specific ways, and that loss is rea
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Practically, that means:

The injured spouse pursues compensation for their medical bills, lost earnings, pain and
suffering, and future care needs.

The non-injured spouse pursues compensation for the damage to the marital
relationship: loss of companionship, shared activities, affection, support, and household
services.

A settlement or judgment in the main injury case will usually resolve the consortium
claim as well, especially if both are brought together in a single action.

When a loss of consortium claim is handled correctly, it rounds out the picture of what the
negligent act truly did to the family. It closes the gap between “what happened on paper” and
what the injury actually did to the marriage.

What Evidence Can Strengthen A Loss Of Consortium Claim?

Because loss of consortium is about deeply personal, often private aspects of a marriage,
spouses sometimes assume they have “nothing to show.” The harm feels real, but it doesn’t
come with a receipt. That is where thoughtful case-building becomes critical.

Over the years, we’ve seen certain types of proof help Georgia juries and insurance companies
understand these claims more clearly:

Before-And-After Testimony: Candid descriptions from both spouses and close friends
about what the marriage looked like before the injury and how it feels now, including
specific examples of lost activities, changed routines, and emotional distance.
Medical And Mental Health Records: Documentation of physical limitations, chronic
pain, traumatic brain injury, PTSD, depression, or anxiety that explains why intimacy,
patience, or participation in family life has changed.

Household And Parenting Evidence: Calendars, notes, or testimony showing how
responsibilities for children, chores, finances, and caregiving shifted to the uninjured
spouse after the accident.

Photographs, Messages, And Social Media: Family photos, texts, or posts that help
illustrate how active and engaged the injured spouse used to be and how their world
has narrowed since the injury.

Proof Of Counseling Or Support Efforts: Records of marriage counseling, support
groups, or pastoral care can demonstrate both the seriousness of the strain and the
couple’s attempts to protect the relationship.

You don’t need every type of evidence to have a strong consortium claim, and you shouldn’t
feel pressured to share anything that feels unsafe or inappropriate. The goal is to build a



respectful, truthful picture of how the injury changed the marriage, so decision-makers
understand the human cost behind the legal terms.

Do You Have To Put Your Marriage On Trial?

One of the biggest concerns spouses have about loss of consortium is privacy. They worry that
raising these issues will invite the defense to dig into past arguments, old separations, or
sensitive topics they’d rather keep within the family. Georgia law does allow defense lawyers to
ask questions about the marital relationship, and spouses who bring consortium claims can
expect to be deposed.

That doesn’t mean every private detail becomes public, or that a single rough patch before the
injury destroys the claim. Courts and juries know that no marriage is perfect, and the law
focuses on whether the injury significantly disrupted the relationship you actually had.

In our experience, the key is preparation and boundaries:

e We help spouses understand in advance what topics may come up, so they aren’t
blindsided.

e We focus testimony on concrete changes tied to the injury, not on every disagreement
the couple has ever had.

e We push back if the defense strays into harassing or irrelevant questioning, and we
remind the jury why they are hearing these details in the first place.

Handled carefully, a loss of consortium claim doesn’t put your marriage on trial. It shines a light
on how a preventable injury disrupted the most important partnership in your life, and why
that harm deserves to be taken seriously.

Georgia’s Power Law Firm Can Protect Your Family After A Serious Injury

When negligence causes a life-changing injury in Georgia, the ripple effects move through the
entire household. The injured person faces surgeries, appointments, and uncertainty about
work. The spouse often faces a different kind of injury, one that shows up in quiet moments at
the kitchen table or in the silence at the end of a long day.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we build injury cases with that full
picture in mind. Our team looks at how the accident happened, how it changed the injured
person’s future, and how it reshaped the marriage. We gather the medical, financial, and
relationship evidence needed to explain those changes in a way adjusters, judges, and juries
can understand.

Loss of consortium claims are not about putting a dollar figure on love. They’re about
recognizing that when someone in Atlanta or anywhere in Georgia is seriously hurt, the
spouse’s life is often torn in two right along with them. As Georgia’s Power Law Firm for the
injured, we believe that harm deserves to be seen and compensated when the law allows.
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If a serious injury has changed your marriage and you’re wondering whether a loss of
consortium claim might apply, you don’t have to figure that out on your own. Contact the Law
Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. for a free consultation with a Georgia personal
injury lawyer who can listen to your story, explain your options, and help you decide on the
next step that makes sense for your family.
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