
Wrongful Death Claims Involving Out-Of-State Defendants And Multi-

State Crashes 

How Georgia Families Seek Justice After Interstate Fatal Accidents 

A fatal crash on the road is always sudden, but when it happens far from home the shock 

comes with an added layer of confusion. One day a Georgia family waves goodbye as a loved 

one heads out on a trip, a delivery route, or a long interstate haul. Hours later they get a call 

from another state, and everything changes. In the middle of grief, they’re suddenly hearing 

about police from one state, a trucking company from another, and insurance adjusters who 

seem more interested in technicalities than in what really happened. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we talk to Georgia families in this 

situation far more often than most people realize. A fatal wreck on I-75 in Florida, a tractor-

trailer registered in Tennessee, a tour bus passing through Alabama, or a negligent driver from 

another state speeding through metro Atlanta can all lead to the same question: where do we 

turn now? Wrongful death claims involving out-of-state defendants and multi-state crashes are 

complicated, but they’re not impossible, and the choices made early can shape the entire 

outcome. 

When the legal ground stretches across state lines, Georgia families need a plan that keeps 

their loved one’s story at the center instead of letting jurisdiction and choice of law issues push 

their case into the margins. 

When A Fatal Crash Crosses State Lines The Legal Ground Changes 

In a straightforward Georgia wreck, the path is usually clear. The crash happens here, the at-

fault driver lives or does business here, and the family files a wrongful death claim in a Georgia 

court under Georgia law. Multi-state crashes rarely look that simple. A loved one might be 

killed while traveling through another state, struck by a driver with out-of-state plates, or hit by 

an interstate trucking company based hundreds of miles away. 

Those details matter because civil cases require a court with both jurisdiction over the 

defendants and authority over the subject of the dispute. Depending on the facts, a Georgia 

family might have the option to file in Georgia, in the state where the crash occurred, or in 

federal court. The choice of forum is not just a paperwork detail. It can affect which wrongful 

death statute applies, how fault is evaluated, whether there are damage caps, and how friendly 

a jury is likely to be to an out-of-state company. 

When a fatal crash crosses state lines, the legal questions shift from simple geography to 

strategy, and that strategy has to be built around what gives the family the strongest, fairest 

hearing on their loss. 

Where Can A Georgia Family File A Wrongful Death Claim After An Interstate Crash? 
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After a multi-state or out-of-state fatal wreck, the family’s first instinct is often to assume that 

the case has to stay in the state where the crash occurred. Sometimes that is the best option, 

but not always. Courts look at concepts like personal jurisdiction, venue, and diversity of 

citizenship to decide where a lawsuit can be heard. For a Georgia family, that often means 

more than one courthouse has the power to listen. 

A Georgia wrongful death case might be filed: 

• In a Georgia state court, if the defendant lives here, does substantial business here, or 

committed conduct that had significant effects here. 

• In the state where the wreck happened, especially if that is where most of the physical 

evidence and non-party witnesses are located. 

• In federal court, if certain jurisdictional rules are met and there are strategic reasons to 

seek a federal forum 

The right call depends on the facts of the crash, the defendants involved, and the goals of the 

family. For Georgia families, the central question is not just where they can file, but where filing 

gives them the greatest chance to prove what happened and hold every responsible party 

accountable. 

Factors That Shape The Best Place To File A Wrongful Death Lawsuit 

When our firm sits down with a Georgia family after an interstate fatal crash, we look at several 

practical details that shape where their case should start, including: 

• Location Of The Crash: Courts in the state where the wreck occurred often have easy 

access to police officers, first responders, local witnesses, and physical evidence from 

the scene, which can make the case move more smoothly. 

• Where The Defendants Do Business: If an out-of-state trucking company runs regular 

routes through Georgia, advertises here, or maintains a terminal here, those ties can 

give Georgia courts power over the company and its insurers. 

• Where The Family Lives: Filing in Georgia can make it easier for parents, spouses, and 

other close relatives to attend hearings, depositions, and trial without constant out-of-

state travel adding to their strain. 

• Insurance Policies And Limits: Multi-state crashes often involve several policies, 

including primary and excess coverage. Understanding where those insurers operate 

and how they respond in different courts may influence the choice of forum. 

• Court Speed And Jury Tendencies: Some courts move cases faster, and some 

communities are known for taking safety violations by out-of-state defendants more 

seriously than others, which can change how a defendant evaluates settlement. 

The right courtroom isn’t chosen at random, it is chosen because it gives a Georgia family the 

clearest path to tell their story and push back when out-of-state defendants try to hide behind 

distance. 



How Choice Of Law Can Change The Outcome For A Georgia Family 

Deciding where to file is only part of the equation. The next question is which state’s law will 

actually control key issues in the case, a problem lawyers call choice of law. In a pure Georgia 

case, the answer is simple. In a multi-state wrongful death claim, a court may be asked to apply 

the law of the place of the injury, the law of the family’s home state, or the law of the 

defendant’s home state, depending on the legal test that court uses. 

Different states can have very different rules on issues that matter deeply to a grieving family, 

such as: 

• Measure Of Wrongful Death Damages: Some states focus on the survivors’ losses, while 

Georgia focuses on the full value of the life of the person who died, which can be a 

broader and more powerful measure. 

• Caps On Damages: Certain states limit non-economic damages or punitive damages, 

while others, including Georgia, do not have a general cap on wrongful death damages, 

though specific claims may have unique rules. 

• Comparative Fault Rules: States differ in how they treat situations where the person 

who died was alleged to be partially at fault, with some barring recovery at low 

percentages of fault and others allowing recovery so long as the defendant bears the 

majority of blame. 

• Statutes Of Limitation And Repose: Filing deadlines can vary, and in some situations 

they may be shorter than Georgia’s normal two-year wrongful death period, which 

makes early analysis critical. 

When out-of-state defendants are involved, they often argue for the law that protects them the 

most. Our job is to analyze which law should apply and to fight for the rules that most fully 

recognize the value of the life that was lost. 

Interstate Trucking Crashes And Out Of State Defendants 

Many of the hardest multi-state wrongful death cases arise from tractor-trailer crashes. A 

Georgia family might lose a loved one on the interstate to a semi-truck whose driver lives in one 

state, whose trucking company is based in another, and whose broker or shipper operates 

somewhere else entirely. The truck may be hauling a load that started in one region and was 

supposed to end in another, crossing multiple states in one run. 

In these cases, the questions of where to file and which law applies are layered on top of 

complex federal regulations, electronic data from the truck, maintenance records, and multiple 

insurance policies. The trucking company’s legal team often moves quickly to collect its own 

evidence and to argue that any lawsuit should be heard in a forum that is most convenient for 

them, not for the Georgia family. 
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When interstate trucking is involved, a wrongful death case has to be built with an eye on every 

corporate player in the chain and every court that might hear the dispute, so an out-of-state 

carrier does not use geography as a shield against accountability. 

Key Differences Between States That Can Affect A Multi State Wrongful Death Case 

Georgia families are sometimes surprised to learn how sharply the law can differ from one state 

to the next. Those differences can shape both the value of the claim and the way the trial is 

presented. In many multi-state wrongful death cases, the lawyers will be tracking several of 

these points at once: 

• Who Has The Right To File: Some states give priority to certain relatives over others or 

require the claim to be brought only through a personal representative, which can 

change how the case is structured compared to Georgia practice. 

• Types Of Recoverable Damages: Certain states separate economic and non-economic 

damages differently, or they may not recognize some categories of loss that Georgia 

families assume will be part of the claim. 

• Availability Of Punitive Damages: Rules for punishing especially reckless conduct, such 

as drunk driving or grossly unsafe trucking practices, can vary widely and may affect 

how evidence of that conduct is used. 

• Rules For Admitting Evidence: Standards for admitting prior violations, safety histories, 

or certain kinds of expert testimony can differ, which might make one forum more 

favorable for telling the full story of a dangerous driver or company. 

A Georgia family that understands these differences does not have to become experts in other 

states’ codes, but they do need a legal team that knows how to navigate the map so that their 

claim is not quietly limited by unfavorable rules. 

Protecting Evidence After An Out-Of-State Or Multi-State Fatal Crash 

No matter where a wrongful death case ultimately lands, it’ll rise or fall on evidence. In multi-

state crashes, crucial proof can be spread across several jurisdictions: a damaged vehicle in one 

state, a police file in another, a trucking company server in a third, and witnesses scattered 

across the route. Time and distance give defendants more chances to let evidence disappear. 

Georgia families can take some practical steps as soon as they’re able, including: 

• Preserving Vehicles And Personal Property: Asking that the damaged vehicle not be 

destroyed or repaired until the legal team has had a chance to inspect it and document 

key details. 

• Saving Photos, Videos, And Messages: Keeping every image, text, or email connected to 

the trip, the crash, and its aftermath, including location-sharing data and any social 

media posts that might later be deleted. 



• Collecting Out Of State Records Quickly: Obtaining police reports, medical records, and 

coroner or medical examiner documents from the state where the death occurred, 

before delays make it harder to pull a complete file. 

• Avoiding Casual Conversations With Adjusters: Refusing to guess about fault, 

apologize, or accept quick payments from any insurer before the full multi-state picture 

is clear. 

When evidence is preserved with the understanding that more than one state and more than 

one defendant may be involved, a Georgia family is far less likely to find themselves years later 

wishing for proof that was lost in the first few weeks. 

How Gary Martin Hays & Associates Guides Georgia Families Through Multi-State 

Wrongful Death Claims 

When an out-of-state defendant or a multi-state crash is involved, a wrongful death case can 

feel like a maze. Different courts, different laws, and different insurers all pull in their own 

direction, while the family is simply trying to mourn and make sense of what happened. Our 

role is to step into that tangle and turn it into a plan. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we start by tracing every connection 

in the case. We look at where the crash happened, where each defendant lives or does 

business, which policies may apply, and what deadlines are already looming. We then help 

Georgia families decide where to file, which law to invoke, and how to protect evidence across 

state lines so a powerful wrongful death case can be built. 

We understand that multi-state and out-of-state defendants are counting on distance and 

confusion to save them money. Our job is to close that distance, bring them into a forum where 

they can be held to account, and make sure a Georgia family’s loss is measured by more than 

just what is convenient for a corporation. 

If you’ve lost a loved one in a fatal crash that involves an out-of-state driver, an interstate 

trucking company, or a wreck in another state, you don’t have to guess where to turn. Contact 

the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. for a free consultation with a Georgia 

wrongful death lawyer who can listen to your story, map out your options, and fight for 

accountability wherever the evidence leads. 
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