Wrongful Death Claims When The At-Fault Driver Has Minimal
Insurance In Georgia

When Policy Limits Are Too Low For A Georgia Wrongful Death Case

For many Georgia families, the shock of a fatal crash is followed by a second blow that feels
almost as cruel. They learn that the at-fault driver carried only the minimum required
insurance, a small policy that barely covers a fraction of funeral costs, let alone the full value of
a life cut short. At a time when grief already makes every decision feel heavy, the idea that a
loved one’s life could be “worth” only $25,000 on paper is insulting and deeply wrong.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our wrongful death lawyers see this
situation often. Georgia drivers are only required to carry 25/50/25 liability limits, which means
$25,000 per person and $50,000 per crash for bodily injury, plus $25,000 for property damage.
Serious and fatal crashes routinely blow past those numbers. When a family is suddenly facing
lost income, future plans that will never happen, and the everyday costs of putting life back
together, a minimum policy barely scratches the surface.

A low policy limit doesn’t have to be the end of the story. In many Georgia wrongful death
cases, the real fight is about finding additional coverage, stacking policies, and identifying every
responsible party so the claim reflects the true “full value of the life” that was taken.

How Minimal Insurance Collides With Georgia Wrongful Death Law

Georgia’s wrongful death law focuses on the “full value of the life” of the person who died,
measured from their point of view. That includes both the economic value of what they
would’ve earned and contributed, and the intangible value of their experiences, relationships,
and time. In a courtroom, that value can be very high, especially when a breadwinner, young
parent, or active retiree is killed.

The problem is that liability insurance limits are often set at the legal minimum, no matter how
devastating the crash. The at-fault driver’s insurer is only required to pay up to the policy limit,
even if a jury would award far more. Once that money is tendered, families quickly see the gap
between what the law says the life was worth and what the insurance company is trying to get
away with paying.

Families in this position aren’t stuck with the first check an insurer slides across the table. A
minimum policy simply marks the starting point in a much broader coverage investigation that
can uncover additional sources of recovery.

Common Coverage Problems Georgia Families Face After A Fatal Crash

When a loved one dies and the at-fault driver only has minimal insurance, families often run
into the same painful patterns. Those patterns are worth naming, because they’re usually the
first clues that more coverage needs to be found:
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Shockingly Low Policy Limits: Families are told the at-fault driver carried only 25/50/25
coverage, which doesn’t come close to reflecting the full value of the life that was lost.
Confusing Insurance Letters: Adjusters quickly send forms, releases, and “full and final”
settlement offers that seem official but are designed to close the claim before anyone
digs deeper.

Pressure To Accept Fast Money: Insurers lean on medical bills and immediate financial
stress to push families into taking the minimum limits without asking about stacked
policies or additional defendants.

No Explanation Of UM Or UIM Coverage: Many families have uninsured and
underinsured motorist coverage on their own policies but aren’t told that those benefits
might apply to a wrongful death case.

When these warning signs show up, it’s usually a signal that the at-fault driver’s policy is only
one piece of a larger insurance puzzle that needs to be put together carefully.

Where Additional Coverage Often Hides In Georgia Wrongful Death Cases

Georgia law doesn’t limit a family to the at-fault driver’s policy. In many cases, additional
coverage can be found through uninsured and underinsured motorist (UM/UIM) policies, as
well as through other individuals or businesses that share responsibility for the crash. Georgia
allows UM coverage to function as “add-on” or “stacked” coverage in many situations, which
means it can sit on top of the at-fault driver’s insurance instead of being reduced by it.

In a serious or fatal crash, a thorough investigation will usually explore:

UM/UIM Coverage On The Vehicle The Loved One Occupied: The policy on the car they
were riding in often includes UM/UIM coverage that can apply when the at-fault driver’s
insurance isn’t enough.

Personal UM/UIM Policies For The Decedent: If the person who died had their own
auto policy with UM/UIM coverage, that policy may provide an additional layer of
protection on top of the at-fault driver’s limits.

Resident Relative Policies: In some situations, UM/UIM coverage from policies held by
household family members can come into play, adding further coverage to the stack if
the policy language supports it.

Employer Or Commercial Coverage: If the loved one was working at the time of the
crash or driving a company vehicle, there may be commercial UM, liability coverage, or
even workers’ compensation benefits to evaluate.

Businesses That Contributed To The Crash: Negligent entrustment, unsafe fleet
practices, or other corporate decisions can open the door to higher policy limits when a
company played a role in putting a dangerous driver on the road.
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When a Georgia family gives their legal team permission to look beyond the first policy on the
page, it often becomes clear that the real coverage picture is far more layered than the at-fault
insurer originally let on.

How Stacked UM Coverage Can Change A Georgia Wrongful Death Recovery

One of the most powerful tools in a minimal-insurance wrongful death case is stacked add-on
UM coverage. Georgia drivers can purchase UM/UIM coverage that “adds to” the at-fault
driver’s limits instead of being reduced by what the other driver carried. When multiple UM
policies apply, Georgia law often allows those policies to be stacked, subject to statutory rules
and the language of each contract.

That means a situation that starts with a minimum policy can look very different once the
stacking rules are applied. For example, if the at-fault driver has $25,000 in liability coverage,
and the decedent’s car carries $100,000 in add-on UM coverage, that can create $125,000 in
available coverage instead of just $25,000. If there are additional qualifying UM policies in the
household, the total stack can grow further.

The key is that UM stacking has to be done correctly and in the right order. Courts apply specific
tests to decide which policy is primary, which is excess, and how reduced-by and add-on
coverages interact. A misstep can leave money on the table, while a careful strategy can turn a
bare-bones liability policy into a more substantial wrongful death recovery that better reflects
the value of the life that was lost.

Looking Beyond The Driver To Additional Defendants

Minimal insurance often goes hand-in-hand with individual drivers who don’t have significant
personal assets. In those cases, one of the most important questions is whether anyone else
shares legal responsibility for the crash. When a company, bar, or other third party played a
role, the available coverage picture can change dramatically.

In a Georgia wrongful death case with low limits, our firm may look for links such as:

e Employers Who Put Unsafe Drivers On The Road: A driver operating within the course
and scope of employment may bring their employer’s commercial liability coverage and
UM coverage into the case.

e Trucking Or Delivery Companies With Poor Safety Practices: Inadequate maintenance,
bad hiring decisions, or pressure to violate hours-of-service rules can all open the door
to claims beyond the driver’s personal policy.

e Bars Or Establishments That Overserved A Drunk Driver: In appropriate cases, dram
shop claims can create additional liability for businesses that knowingly served an
intoxicated patron who later caused a fatal crash.
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e Owners Who Negligently Entrusted A Vehicle: When a vehicle owner knew or should’ve
known that a driver was unsafe, their own liability coverage may become part of the
recovery strategy.

Each additional responsible party brings its own policies and its own responsibilities into the
picture, which can make a crucial difference for a Georgia family facing a lifetime of financial
and emotional fallout.

Practical Steps For Georgia Families When Policy Limits Look Too Small

In the first weeks and months after a fatal crash, it’s completely understandable for a family to
focus on funeral arrangements, immediate financial stability, and emotional survival. At the
same time, there are practical moves that can protect the long-term strength of a wrongful
death claim, especially when it looks like the at-fault driver only carries minimal insurance.

Families can strengthen their position by:

e Requesting Written Confirmation Of All Known Policies: Ask for written details about
the at-fault driver’s coverage, including bodily injury limits and any known excess or
umbrella policies, instead of relying on verbal summaries.

e Preserving Every Insurance Document That Arrives: Keep all letters, emails, forms, and
“release” documents in one place so your legal team can review what insurers are really
trying to accomplish.

e Avoiding Quick, Full Releases For Minimum Limits: Don’t sign broad releases of all
claims in exchange for minimum limits until a Georgia wrongful death lawyer has
determined whether UM, UIM, or additional defendants may be involved.

e Gathering Policy Information From Your Own Household: Locate declarations pages for
every auto policy in the home, including those in the decedent’s name and those held
by resident relatives, since those documents are often the keys to stackable UM
coverage.

When families treat the first insurance offer as one small piece of a larger picture, they're far
more likely to uncover the coverage that’s truly needed to support long-term healing.

Contact Georgia’s Billion Dollar Wrongful Death Lawyer

When a Georgia family loses someone they love and then learns the at-fault driver has minimal
insurance, it can feel like the system is determined to shortchange their grief. Our role is to step
into that gap and make sure the claim is measured by the full value of the life that was lost, not
just by the smallest policy on the page.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we start by mapping every potential
source of coverage, from the at-fault driver’s policy to stacked UM/UIM coverage, corporate
defendants, employer policies, and any other insurance that might apply. We dig into policy



language, statutory rules, and case law so families don’t have to accept an insurer’s word about
what is or isn’t available.

We know that minimum insurance is often a defense strategy, not a true limit on what a
wrongful death case can recover. When you bring us your questions, we’ll look beyond the
obvious, explain your options in plain language, and push for every dollar available so your
family has a real chance to rebuild.

If you’ve lost a loved one in a Georgia crash and you’ve been told the at-fault driver only has
minimal insurance, you don’t have to navigate the coverage maze alone. Contact the Law
Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. for a free consultation with a Georgia wrongful
death lawyer who can evaluate the policies, identify additional sources of recovery, and fight
for the full value of your family’s loss.
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