How Do You Prove Fault In A Georgia Intersection Accident?

What Makes Intersection Crashes So Hard To Sort Out In Atlanta?

Intersection wrecks rarely come with a single, clean story. Two drivers can honestly believe they

had the right of way, and the insurance company will still pick the version that saves them

money. Add in turning vehicles, blocked sightlines, signal timing, distracted driving, and high
speeds, and “fault” turns into a fight over details.

At Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Atlanta intersection accident lawyers

see the same pattern over and over: the first narrative that gets written (often in a crash report
or an adjuster’s notes) can shape everything that follows unless it’s backed up with hard proof.

What Evidence Actually Determines Fault At An Intersection?

The strongest intersection cases don’t rely on opinions. They rely on time-stamped, location-
specific evidence that shows what happened, when it happened, and why the collision was
unavoidable for the person who had the right of way.

The evidence that tends to move the needle includes:

e Traffic And Surveillance Video: City cameras, business cameras, doorbell cameras, and
parking deck footage that captures the light cycle, turn movement, or point of impact.

e Vehicle Damage Patterns: Crush points, scrape direction, and intrusion that match (or
contradict) the stories being told.

e Skid Marks And Road Evidence: Tire marks, debris fields, gouge marks, and final rest
positions that show speed and direction.

e 911 Calls And Dispatch Logs: Often time-stamped close to the collision and sometimes
describing what witnesses saw in real time.

e Witness Statements: Especially from independent witnesses who weren’t in either

vehicle.
e Cell Phone And Digital Evidence: When distraction is suspected, the timeline matters.
e Event Data When Available: Some vehicles store crash-related data that can help
confirm braking, speed, and steering inputs.

How Much Weight Does The Police Report Really Carry?
A crash report can help, but it isn’t the end-all, be-all of your claim. It’s a starting point.

Police officers often arrive after the impact, not before it. They may not have access to video,
may not interview every witness, and usually have limited time at the scene. If a report gets
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something wrong, the insurance company may still treat it like gospel unless you bring better
evidence to the table.

A better approach is to treat the report as one piece of the puzzle, then build outward with
proof that either confirms it or corrects it.

What Happens When Both Drivers Say They Had The Green Light?

This is one of the most common intersection disputes, and it’s exactly where insurers love to
grind a claim down.

When both sides claim a green light, the case often turns on:

e Video showing the signal phase or the vehicles entering the intersection

e Signal timing and sequencing when it can be obtained

e Impact location (which lane, which part of the intersection, and where the vehicles
ended up)

e Witness consistency (independent witnesses matter most)

e Driver behavior clues (speed, braking, lane position, and whether a driver “beat the
light”)

And here’s the part people don’t expect: even without video, a case can still be proven through
the physics of the crash and the credibility of the story being told. A story that doesn’t match
the damage usually doesn’t survive serious scrutiny.

How Are Left-Turn And Failure-To-Yield Crashes Usually Proven?

Left-turn crashes are common because they happen at the exact moment a driver has to judge
distance, speed, and timing. That judgment call gets even harder when visibility is limited or
traffic is moving fast.

To prove a left-turn or failure-to-yield case, we’re usually focused on questions like:

e Did the turning driver have a clear chance to yield but went anyway?

e Was the oncoming driver traveling straight within their lane?

e Did the turning driver misjudge speed, or try to “shoot the gap”?

e Did the turning vehicle begin the turn late, leaving no real reaction time?

These cases are also where intersection design can quietly matter. If sightlines are blocked,
signage is confusing, or the layout encourages speed, the turning driver may still be at fault, but
the full context can explain why certain intersections keep producing serious collisions.

What Should You Do After An Intersection Crash To Protect Your Claim?



If you’re physically able, the early decisions you make can protect your case before the insurer
starts shaping the narrative.

Here are steps that often help protect intersection crash claims:

1. Call 911 and make sure the collision is documented.
Photograph the intersection itself, not just the cars, including signals, signs, lane arrows,
skid marks, and sightline obstructions.

3. Look for cameras immediately, including nearby businesses, gas stations, apartments,
and traffic cameras.

4. Get witness names and numbers on scene, because witnesses disappear fast once the
cars are moved.

5. Get medical care the same day when possible, because delays get used against injured

people.
6. Don’t give a recorded statement until you’ve gotten legal guidance, because insurers ask
guestions designed to lock in blame.

If you’re dealing with pain, shock, or confusion after a serious crash, that’s normal. What isn’t
fair is letting that moment get turned into an excuse to pin fault on you.

How Does Comparative Fault Change An Intersection Accident Case In Georgia?

Insurance companies rarely argue that their driver is 100% at fault if they think they can pin
even a sliver of blame on you. In intersection cases, they’ll often claim things like “you were
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speeding,” “you should’ve seen them,” or “you entered too late.”

When blame gets divided, compensation can shrink. That’s why intersection cases are so

evidence-driven. The goal isn’t just proving the other driver caused the crash. It’s also shutting
down the blame-shifting arguments that insurers use to discount a legitimate injury claim.

What If The Intersection Itself Has A History Of Serious Crashes?

Sometimes an intersection becomes infamous for a reason. In metro Atlanta, certain corridors
and junctions repeatedly draw public attention after severe crashes, and officials sometimes
consider safety changes after tragedies.

For example, a fatal crash at Moreland Avenue and McLendon Avenue brought renewed
attention to safety concerns in that area. And after a teen motorcyclist’s death near Roswell
Road and Laurel Forest Circle, city leaders publicly discussed intersection safety and potential
improvements. Little Five Points has also been part of broader conversations about street safety
changes and crash reduction planning.
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That doesn’t automatically mean the government is liable in a specific case, and these claims
have strict rules and deadlines. But it does mean this: if the layout, sightlines, signal operation,
or traffic pattern played a role, it’s worth investigating early, before evidence disappears and
“that’s just how that intersection is” becomes the excuse.

How Do You Turn Intersection Evidence Into A Story A Jury Actually Believes?

Intersection cases don’t win on paperwork alone. They win when the evidence tells a clear story
that makes sense to normal people.

The most persuasive strategy usually does three things:

1. Makes the intersection easy to visualize (where each car was, what each driver could
see, and what the right-of-way required).

2. Anchors the timeline (seconds matter, and video, 911 logs, and signal timing can make
the sequence real).

3. Connects fault to consequence (not just “they ran the light,” but how that choice caused
specific harm that changed your life).

When the defense tries to muddy the water, clarity is your leverage.
Georgia’s Billion Dollar Car Wreck Lawyer Fights For Atlanta Crash Victims

Intersection accidents can leave you injured, out of work, and stuck in a blame game you never
asked for. At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, our Atlanta car accident lawyers don’t let insurance

companies rewrite what happened at the intersection to protect their payout.

If you were hurt in an Atlanta crash and fault is being disputed, we’re ready to listen, move fast
to secure evidence, and pursue the full compensation Georgia law allows. To talk through your
options, contact us today for a free consultation.
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