
Liability for a Car Accident Caused by a Medical Emergency 

How Georgia Car Accident Claims Handle Sudden Medical Emergencies 

When a crash happens because a driver blacks out, has a seizure, or suffers a heart event, the 

insurance company often pivots fast. Instead of arguing about speeding, distraction, or 

following distance, they argue this was “unavoidable” and nobody’s at fault. In Georgia, that 

defense can work in very narrow situations, but it’s also one of the easiest stories for an insurer 

to overuse when the early facts are unclear. 

Georgia law generally treats a sudden, unforeseeable loss of consciousness as a complete 

defense when it happens without the driver’s negligence. Georgia courts have recognized that 

when a driver becomes unconscious “without warning” and through no fault of their own, they 

may not be liable for the collision. 

Does A Medical Emergency Automatically Excuse The Driver? 

A medical event doesn’t automatically erase negligence. The real issue is foreseeability and 

choice. If the driver had no warning and no reason to anticipate the episode, liability can be 

hard to prove. If the driver knew they were at risk, ignored symptoms, skipped medication, or 

chose to drive anyway, the “medical emergency” argument usually starts to crack. 

Key Questions That Decide Whether The Defense Holds Up 

• Was The Event Truly Sudden: If the driver had symptoms beforehand (dizziness, aura, 

chest pain, fainting episodes), insurers have a tougher time calling it unavoidable. 

• Did The Driver Have A Known Condition: A documented seizure disorder, cardiac 

condition, diabetic events, or a history of syncope can change the analysis, especially if it 

wasn’t well-managed. 

• Did The Driver Follow Medical Restrictions: If a doctor restricted driving, or the driver 

had recent episodes that should’ve kept them off the road, the defense looks less 

credible. 

• Was There A Non-Medical Cause: Impairment, fatigue, medication misuse, or 

distraction can get mislabeled as a “medical emergency” if nobody digs deeper. 

If the defense is legitimate, Georgia courts have treated sudden loss of consciousness without 

warning as a full defense to negligence in the right fact pattern. But insurers still have to prove 

it, and “I don’t remember” isn’t proof. 

What Counts As An “Unavoidable” Event In A Georgia Car Wreck? 

https://www.garymartinhays.com/car-accident/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/car-accident/speeding/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/car-accident/distracted-driving-accidents/
https://law.justia.com/cases/georgia/court-of-appeals/1967/42655.html
https://www.garymartinhays.com/car-accident/drunk-driver-accidents/
https://www.garymartinhays.com/car-accident/asleep-at-the-wheel/


Insurance adjusters love the word “unavoidable.” In practice, the claim rises or falls on evidence 

that the driver couldn’t have prevented what happened. 

Examples that may support a true medical emergency defense (depending on the facts): 

• A first-time seizure with no prior diagnosis or warning signs 

• A sudden cardiac event with no prior symptoms or restrictions 

• A fainting episode caused by an unexpected, documented medical trigger 

Examples that often point back toward negligence: 

• A driver with prior blackouts who kept driving anyway 

• A driver who ignored medication instructions or stopped treatment 

• A driver who felt symptoms, tried to “push through,” and crashed 

• A driver who claims a blackout, but records suggest alcohol, drugs, fatigue, or phone use 

played a role 

Can The Driver Still Be Liable If They Had Warning Signs? 

Yes, because if a driver had notice of risk, the case often becomes a “choices” case, not a “fate” 

case. The focus shifts to what the driver knew, what they were told, what they experienced 

before driving, and what a reasonable person would’ve done with those facts. 

This is where medical records and timeline matter. A driver may say, “It came out of nowhere,” 

while their chart shows recent fainting, medication changes, missed follow-ups, or explicit “no 

driving” guidance. When that happens, the medical emergency defense can turn into evidence 

of negligence. 

What If A Commercial Truck Driver Claims A Medical Emergency? 

When a crash involves a tractor-trailer or other commercial vehicle, medical fitness becomes 

even more central. Commercial drivers are subject to federal medical qualification rules, and 

certain conditions (including those likely to cause loss of consciousness) raise major red flags. 

That doesn’t mean every commercial medical event creates automatic liability, but it does 

create additional lines of investigation, such as: 

• Whether the driver was medically qualified at the time of the crash 

• Whether the carrier’s hiring, retention, or supervision practices were reasonable 

• Whether the medical certification process was followed correctly 

• Whether exemptions or medical waivers were involved and properly maintained 

FMCSA also publishes Federal Register notices about exemptions and related safety 

determinations for seizure and epilepsy issues, which can become relevant in the right case. 
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Could Someone Other Than The Driver Be Responsible? 

A medical emergency defense can shift attention to other potentially liable parties, depending 

on the setting. 

Who else may be on the liability map: 

• Employer Or Motor Carrier: If the driver was on the job, vicarious liability may apply, 

and separate claims may exist for negligent hiring, retention, or safety failures when 

medical fitness was an issue. 

• Vehicle Owner Or Entrustor: If someone knowingly allowed an unfit driver to use a 

vehicle, negligent entrustment may come into play. 

• Corporate Defendants: If a company pushed unsafe schedules, ignored red flags, or 

failed to act on known risk factors, the “medical emergency” label doesn’t necessarily 

protect them. 

These cases often require early evidence preservation, because companies and insurers know 

how quickly the paper trail can get “cleaned up.” 

What Evidence Proves Or Disproves A Claimed Medical Emergency? 

Medical emergency cases are evidence-driven. The story that wins is the one backed by records, 

not just sympathy. 

Evidence That Often Matters In These Cases 

EMS And ER Records: First responders’ observations, vital signs, and early reporting can support 

or undermine the claim. 

• Hospital And Primary Care Records: Prior episodes, diagnoses, medications, restrictions, 

and compliance issues matter. 

• Toxicology And Medication Review: A “medical event” may involve interaction effects, 

misuse, or impairment. 

• Crash Reconstruction And Vehicle Data: Speed, braking, steering input, and point of 

impact can show whether the driver attempted avoidance or never reacted. 

• Video And Witness Statements: What witnesses saw before impact (drifting, 

accelerating, staring forward, slumping) can be powerful. 

• Cell Phone And Telematics Records: Distraction can get mislabeled as a blackout if 

nobody checks. 

In serious injury cases, the insurer may also try to block or limit medical discovery. That’s one 

reason it matters to act early and build the timeline while records are still available and 

witnesses still remember details. 
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How Do Insurance Companies Use Medical Emergency Defenses To Reduce Payouts? 

Even when the defense is shaky, insurers know it can create doubt. And doubt is leverage. 

Common insurer angles include: 

• Suggesting the crash “wasn’t anyone’s fault,” so they don’t owe full damages 

• Delaying the claim while they hunt for medical records that support their preferred 

narrative 

• Pressuring injured people to accept less money because “a jury won’t blame a sick 

driver” 

• Framing the event as a tragedy instead of negligence, even when there were warnings 

Georgia recognizes that sudden, unforeseeable unconsciousness can be a complete defense in a 

proper case. The fight is over whether the facts actually fit that narrow box. 

When Should You Get A Lawyer In A Georgia Medical Emergency Crash? 

If you were seriously injured, you can’t treat this like a routine fender bender. These claims tend 

to harden quickly, because the insurer wants the “unavoidable” narrative set in stone before 

contrary evidence surfaces. 

It also helps to get counsel involved early because: 

• Records requests can take time, and some evidence disappears fast 

• Vehicle data and video can be overwritten 

• Witnesses scatter, and memory fades 

• Commercial cases may involve multiple defendants and multiple insurance layers 

If you’re dealing with this in Georgia, it’s also smart to make sure the firm’s handling the case 

like a medical evidence case, not just an insurance negotiation. 

Georgia’s Billion Dollar Car Accident Lawyer Can Challenge Medical Emergency 

Defenses 

A medical emergency can be real, but it can also be a convenient label that insurers use to avoid 

responsibility before all the facts are known. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & 

Associates, P.C., our Georgia car accident lawyers know how these defenses get built, and how 

to test them against records, timelines, and crash evidence.  

If you were injured and the insurer’s trying to call the crash “unavoidable,” we’re ready to talk 

through what happened and pursue the compensation Georgia law allows. For a free 

consultation and to review your potential legal options, contact us online today. 
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