
Accidents At The Big Chicken Intersection In Marietta 

Why One Of Cobb County’s Most Famous Landmarks Is Also One Of Its Most 
Dangerous Crossroads 

If you’ve lived or driven through Marietta long enough, you don’t need directions when 
someone says, “meet me at the Big Chicken.” That intersection isn’t just a landmark. It’s a traffic 
funnel where multiple roads, heavy commercial traffic, and constant decision-making collide in 
real time. When crashes happen there, they tend to happen fast, violently, and with little room 
for correction. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve seen how intersections like this 
can turn an ordinary drive into a life-altering event. As Marietta car accident lawyers serving 
Cobb County and the surrounding area, we understand that crashes at the Big Chicken 
intersection aren’t random. They follow patterns, and those patterns matter when 
accountability is on the line. 

Where The Big Chicken Intersection Actually Fails Drivers 

The Big Chicken sits near the convergence of U.S. 41, Cobb Parkway, Roswell Road, and several 
feeder streets in Marietta. On paper, it looks manageable. In practice, it functions like a pressure 
cooker. 

Drivers are navigating: 

• Multiple turn lanes that appear and disappear quickly 

• Heavy tractor-trailer traffic moving through retail and restaurant zones 

• Sudden lane shifts caused by businesses, parking lots, and service roads 

• Pedestrians crossing wide stretches of pavement with limited protection 

That combination leaves little margin for hesitation or misjudgment. When one driver rushes a 
yellow light or drifts across a lane line, the consequences spread instantly. This is the kind of 
environment where crashes don’t just happen. They compound. 

The Landmark Distraction Factor 

Ironically, the Big Chicken itself can contribute to the danger. While locals are used to the 56-
foot bird, thousands of motorists passing through Marietta for the first time are often looking at 
the landmark rather than the complex lane shifts.  

In a high-speed corridor like Cobb Parkway, two seconds of "sightseeing" is all it takes to miss a 
brake light or a changing signal. 

Common Crash Types We See Near The Big Chicken 
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While no two collisions are identical, accidents near the Big Chicken intersection tend to fall into 
predictable categories. These patterns show up again and again, and they can point straight to 
who caused the wreck. 

• Rear-End Collisions In Stop-And-Go Traffic: Traffic frequently backs up with little 
warning. Drivers following too closely or looking down for even a moment don’t have 
time to react when brake lights stack up ahead. 

• Left-Turn And T-Bone Crashes: Multiple turn lanes and confusing signal timing create 
situations where drivers misjudge oncoming traffic or assume they have the right of way 
when they don’t. 

• Sideswipe And Merge Collisions: Short merge zones and sudden lane endings leave 
drivers fighting for space, especially during peak hours. 

• Pedestrian And Bicycle Strikes: Wide crossings, fast-moving traffic, and limited visibility 
put people on foot or on bikes at serious risk. 

Each of these crash types leaves behind a trail of physical damage and digital evidence. Skid 
marks, vehicle positioning, signal timing data, and surveillance footage often tell a very different 
story than the one an insurance adjuster wants to hear. 

Why Insurance Companies Love Intersection Crashes Like This 

From the insurance company’s perspective, a complex intersection is a gift. The more confusing 
the roadway, the easier it is to argue shared fault. 

Adjusters often lean on familiar talking points: 

• “Everyone was moving too fast for conditions.” 

• “Visibility was limited for all drivers.” 

• “This is a known high-traffic area.” 

Another point to consider is the gridlock overflow risk of this area. When I-75 or the 120-Loop 
backs up, thousands of frustrated drivers dive onto Cobb Parkway to save time. This creates a 
"rush" mentality at the Big Chicken.  

Insurance adjusters often try to blame "unavoidable congestion," but we know the truth: heavy 
traffic doesn't excuse aggressive lane-weaving or "running the red" to beat a cycle. 

These insurance arguments are designed to water down responsibility and reduce payouts. 
They rely on the assumption that no one driver can be clearly blamed, but that’s not how the 
law works, and it’s not how we approach these cases.  

When a driver runs a light, makes an unsafe turn, follows too closely, or fails to yield, the 
presence of a busy intersection doesn’t excuse that behavior. It highlights it. 
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Injuries That Often Follow Big Chicken Intersection Crashes 

The force involved in these collisions is rarely minor. Speeds increase quickly through the 
corridor, and impacts tend to be direct. 

Common injuries we see include: 

• Traumatic brain injuries and concussions 

• Neck and spine injuries, including herniated discs 

• Broken arms, legs, ribs, and pelvises 

• Internal injuries that don’t show symptoms right away 

• Permanent mobility limitations 

These injuries don’t just interrupt a week or two of your life. They reshape your work, your 
routines, and your ability to move through the world without pain. That’s why consequences 
matter in these cases, not just mechanics. 

Proving Fault At A High-Traffic Intersection Takes More Than A Police Report 

Police reports are important, but they’re only a starting point. Officers arrive after the fact, 
often relying on driver statements made in shock or confusion. 

To build a strong claim, we often look deeper: 

• Traffic Signal Timing And Phasing: Signal data can show whether a light cycle 
encouraged unsafe behavior or whether a driver ignored it entirely. 

• Vehicle Damage And Angle Of Impact: The location and severity of damage often 
contradicts what drivers claim happened. 

• Surveillance And Dash Camera Footage: Businesses near the Big Chicken frequently 
have cameras that capture key moments before impact. 

• Witness Accounts: Third-party observations often cut through finger-pointing and clarify 
who made the critical mistake. 

This level of analysis shifts the narrative from “everyone shares the blame” to “this is where the 
breakdown occurred.” 

When Commercial Vehicles Are Involved 

The Big Chicken corridor sees a steady flow of delivery trucks, service vehicles, and tractor-
trailers moving between Atlanta and surrounding areas. When a commercial vehicle is part of 
the crash, the stakes rise fast. 

These cases may involve: 
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• Employer responsibility for driver conduct 

• Logbooks, delivery schedules, and time pressure 

• Maintenance and inspection failures 

• Higher insurance limits and more aggressive defense tactics 

Truck accident cases demand early action and careful evidence preservation. Delay almost 
always benefits the company, not the injured person. 

What Georgia Law Allows You To Recover After A Serious Intersection Crash 

Under Georgia law, injured people may seek compensation for the full scope of harm caused by 
a negligent driver. That includes more than just initial medical bills. 

Recoverable damages often include: 

• Emergency care, surgeries, and ongoing treatment 

• Lost income and reduced earning ability 

• Pain, suffering, and long-term limitations 

• Property damage and out-of-pocket costs 

In fatal crashes, surviving families may also pursue a wrongful death claim to account for the full 
value of a life cut short. 

Why Local Knowledge Changes The Outcome 

An intersection like the Big Chicken isn’t generic. It has history, traffic patterns, and known risk 
factors. Knowing how that intersection behaves at 8 a.m. versus 6 p.m. matters in a personal 
injury case. 

At Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we’ve represented people hurt throughout Cobb County and 
Metro Atlanta for decades. Our car accident lawyers understand how local roads function in real 
life, not just on diagrams. That perspective helps us anticipate insurance defense strategies and 
push back with facts that resonate. 

Frequently Asked Questions: The Big Chicken Edition 

Is the Big Chicken intersection actually the most dangerous in Marietta?  

While Cobb Parkway at Windy Hill Road often sees a higher volume of total accidents, the Big 
Chicken intersection (Cobb Pkwy and Roswell Rd) is notorious for high-speed, multi-vehicle 
collisions. Its location near the 120-Loop entrance makes it a "high-velocity" zone where injuries 
tend to be more severe. 

What if my accident was caused by a driver turning into a business?  
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The "retail crawl" near the Big Chicken is a major factor. Drivers often make sudden stops or 
illegal left turns into parking lots across multiple lanes of traffic. If a driver violated a "No Left 
Turn" sign or failed to yield while entering a business, they are 100% liable for the damage. 

Are there cameras at the Big Chicken intersection?  

Yes, Marietta has traffic management cameras here, and many of the surrounding businesses 
have high-quality surveillance. However, this footage is often "cycled" or erased within days. At 
the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, we move immediately to "freeze" this footage 
before it disappears. 

Does it matter that I’m not from Marietta?  

Many victims at this intersection are just passing through. If you’re an out-of-towner, the 
insurance company may try to argue you were "confused" by the layout. We push back on this 
because the rules of the road are the same for everyone, and a local landmark is no excuse for a 
local driver's negligence. 

What To Do If You Were Hurt Near The Big Chicken 

If you were injured in a crash near the Big Chicken intersection, timing matters. Evidence fades. 
Video gets overwritten. Memories blur. 

Before accepting an insurance settlement offer that feels quick or convenient, it’s worth 
understanding what that settlement actually covers and what it might be leaving behind. 

If someone else’s reckless decision put you in this position, accountability is part of recovery. 
Our personal injury attorneys are ready to listen to what happened and talk through what your 
next steps may look like.  

We’ll break down your legal rights, preserve the evidence that matters, and handle the insurer 
while you focus on getting back on your feet.  

Contact us today for a free case evaluation. There are no up front costs, and we offer legal 
representation to Marietta crash victims on a contingency fee basis. That means you pay 
absolutely nothing unless we win your case.
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