Electric Vehicle Car Accidents In Georgia And The Fire And Battery
Risks Victims Face

When A Crash Doesn’t End At Impact In Electric Vehicle Wrecks

Electric vehicles are quieter, heavier, and increasingly common on Georgia roads. They’re also
changing what happens after a serious crash in ways many drivers don’t expect. Unlike
traditional gas-powered vehicles, an EV collision can remain dangerous long after the vehicles
stop moving.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia car accident lawyers are
seeing a growing number of cases where injuries don’t come solely from the initial impact. They
come from fires that ignite minutes or hours later, toxic smoke inhalation at the scene, and
battery failures that turn routine wrecks into life-threatening events.

These cases don’t behave like ordinary car accident claims. Liability paths are different.
Evidence preservation looks different. And the medical consequences often unfold in stages
rather than all at once. That difference matters when accountability is on the line.

Electric Vehicle Crashes And Thermal Runaway Risks

The defining danger in many EV wrecks is thermal runaway. This occurs when a lithium-ion
battery cell is damaged, overheats, and triggers a chain reaction that spreads rapidly through
the battery pack.

Unlike gasoline fires, thermal runaway doesn’t require a spark or immediate ignition. Heat
builds internally. Pressure rises. And ignition can happen long after emergency responders clear
the scene.

In Georgia EV accident cases, delayed fires are one of the most overlooked hazards, especially
when occupants initially walk away with what appear to be minor injuries.

This re-ignition risk is what makes Georgia impound lots and repair shops wary of damaged EVs.
A battery pack that was "doused" at the scene in Gwinnett County can reignite three days later
while sitting in a storage yard.

For victims, this means that even if you were "lucky" enough to escape the initial impact, you
may have been exposed to extreme heat or toxic off-gassing during the minutes you spent
waiting for first responders.

Delayed Fires And Post-Crash Injury Exposure

One of the most dangerous misconceptions surrounding EV wrecks is the idea that a vehicle
that isn’t burning immediately is safe. In reality, delayed ignition is one of the most
documented risks associated with damaged lithium-ion battery systems.
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Here’s where EV crash cases diverge sharply from traditional car accidents:

e Fires That Ignite Hours Later: Vehicles stored in impound lots, repair facilities, or
residential garages have caught fire long after the initial collision.

e Thermal Re-Ignition: Even after flames are suppressed, battery packs can reignite due
to residual internal heat.

e Structural Compromise: Battery packs integrated into the vehicle’s floor can weaken
structural integrity, increasing collapse or burn injury risk.

e Emergency Response Limitations: Many responders lack full access to manufacturer-
specific battery suppression guidance.

For injured victims, delayed fires often mean secondary injuries that weren’t present at the
crash scene, complicating both medical treatment and insurance claims. Those secondary
injuries still count.

Inhalation Injuries And Toxic Exposure After EV Fires

EV battery fires release a chemical cocktail that differs significantly from gasoline combustion.
When lithium-ion batteries burn, they can emit hydrogen fluoride gas, heavy metals, and other
toxic compounds.

The smoke from a lithium-ion fire contains high concentrations of hydrogen fluoride gas and
heavy metals like cobalt and nickel. This is significantly more corrosive than standard wood or
gasoline smoke. You may leave the scene breathing normally, only to have your lungs begin to
"weep" fluid hours later—a condition known as pulmonary edema.

If you were near a burning EV, even for a short time, you must be monitored for chemical
pneumonitis, which can be fatal if the "latent period" between exposure and symptoms is
ignored.

These injuries are frequently under-diagnosed early, especially when emergency care focuses
on visible trauma rather than chemical exposure. Once again, the danger doesn’t announce
itself right away.

Product Defect Angles In Georgia EV Crash Cases

Electric vehicle accidents open the door to liability paths that rarely exist in traditional wrecks.
In addition to driver negligence, manufacturers, battery suppliers, and component designers
may share responsibility.

Potential defect-related issues include battery enclosure failures, inadequate crash protection
around battery packs, insufficient fire suppression design, and warning system failures.

Here’s where product liability becomes central:
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e Battery Placement And Shielding: Floor-mounted battery packs may be vulnerable in
side-impact or underride collisions.

e Thermal Management Systems: Failures in cooling or isolation systems can accelerate
runaway conditions.

e Post-Crash Safety Warnings: Delayed or absent alerts to occupants and responders can
increase exposure risk.

e Recall And Design History: Prior known risks may establish notice and failure to correct
dangerous conditions.

Georgia EV accident claims often evolve from straightforward negligence cases into complex,
multi-party litigation once these factors surface. And insurers rarely volunteer that information.

Evidence Preservation Challenges Unique To EV Accidents

EV cases demand faster, more targeted investigation than conventional crashes. Battery data,
vehicle software logs, and onboard telemetry can be overwritten or lost if the vehicle is
powered down improperly or destroyed in a secondary fire.

Key evidence includes battery management system data, thermal event logs, crash sensor
records, and manufacturer-specific diagnostics. Without early intervention, that information
can disappear. Once it’s gone, liability arguments narrow. That’s why EV wrecks require urgency
from the outset.

Medical Consequences That Don’t Follow A Straight Line

Many EV-related injuries unfold in phases. Initial trauma may seem manageable. Then
respiratory symptoms develop. Burns worsen. Neurological effects emerge from hypoxia or
toxic exposure.

Insurance companies often treat these later-appearing injuries with skepticism, claiming they’re
unrelated to the crash. That stance ignores how EV battery hazards actually work. Medical
timelines matter in these cases, and so does documentation.

Why EV Accident Claims Face More Resistance

EV crash claims tend to meet heavier pushback. Insurers argue novelty. Manufacturers deflect
blame. Defendants dispute causation between battery failure and injury.

The unfamiliarity works against victims unless the case is framed correctly from the beginning.
Once the science is laid out clearly, resistance weakens. But it doesn’t weaken on its own.
Frequently Asked Questions: EV Accidents & Battery Risks

Is it true that EV fires are harder to put out than gas fires?



Yes. A typical gasoline fire can be extinguished with a few hundred gallons of water. A burning
Tesla or Rivian battery pack can require 3,000 to 30,000 gallons of water and hours of cooling to
stop the thermal runaway. In Georgia, this often means that by the time the fire is out, the
vehicle—and critical physical evidence—is completely destroyed.

What should | do if I’'m in an EV crash but don't see smoke?

Get at least 50 feet away from the vehicle immediately. Damaged batteries can "off-gas"
without visible flames. If you smell a sweet, cherry-like chemical odor or see a light white vapor,
you are likely inhaling toxic chemicals. Do not stay near the car to exchange insurance
information. Move to a safe distance immediately and wait for fire professionals.

Can | sue the car manufacturer if the battery caught fire after a crash?

Possibly. While the other driver may have caused the initial collision, the vehicle manufacturer
may be liable if the battery enclosure failed to protect the cells as designed. We look for
"crashworthiness" defects; essentially, the car's failure to protect you from a secondary fire
that should have been preventable.

The insurance company says my respiratory issues are "unrelated" because they started two
days later. Is that common?

This is a standard insurance tactic. However, chemical inhalation from lithium-ion batteries is
known to have a "latent" phase. Hydrogen fluoride exposure often takes 24 to 48 hours to
cause visible damage to lung tissue. We use toxicologists to link your delayed symptoms back to
the specific chemical profile of the EV fire.

Does the heavier weight of EVs affect my injury claim?

Absolutely. Because EVs are often 30% heavier than their gas-powered equivalents, they carry
significantly more kinetic energy at the same speed. This leads to more severe "blunt force"
trauma in a collision. In Georgia, we factor this increased "impact force" into your claim to
explain why your injuries are more severe than a typical "fender bender" would suggest.

Contact Georgia’s Billion Dollar Car Wreck Lawyer If You’ve Been Injured in an EV
Accident

If you or someone you love was injured in a Georgia electric vehicle accident involving fire,
battery failure, or toxic exposure, contact us today for a free consultation.

We've recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, and we know how to pursue
accountability when EV crashes introduce dangers that standard insurance playbooks aren’t
built to address.
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