Truck Parking Shortages And lllegal Stopping Create Serious Dangers
On Georgia Highways

When A Lack Of Safe Truck Parking Turns Georgia Roads Into Crash Zones

Late at night on a Georgia interstate, a stopped tractor-trailer doesn’t look like a policy failure. It
looks like an obstacle. Drivers crest a hill or round a curve and suddenly there’s a dark, immobile
wall where traffic is supposed to be moving. By the time headlights catch it, there’s often no
room to react and a devastating truck wreck occurs.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our truck crash attorneys have seen
how 18-wheeler parking shortages quietly contribute to some of the most severe crashes on

Georgia highways. When safe, legal parking isn’t available, trucks end up on shoulders, entrance
ramps, exit lanes, and other places they were never meant to be. The danger isn’t theoretical. It
plays out in real collisions with devastating consequences.

Georgia’s Truck Parking Shortage Is A Known Problem

Georgia sits at the center of major freight corridors, but available truck parking hasn’t kept pace
with demand. Long-haul drivers are required to comply with hours-of-service limits, yet often

find rest areas and truck stops completely full before their legal driving window closes.

That mismatch forces impossible choices. Keep driving and risk violations, or stop wherever
space exists and hope nothing goes wrong. Unfortunately, neither option is safe for the public.

Where Tractor-Trailers End Up Parking When Legal Options Run Out

When authorized parking fills up, semi-trucks don’t just disappear. They stop where they can.
Those locations frequently include:

e Highway shoulders with little or no clearance

e Entrance and exit ramps with merging traffic

e Emergency pull-offs not designed for long stops
e Roadways near industrial zones or ports

e Undesignated roadside areas with poor visibility

Each of these locations creates a predictable hazard, especially at night or in low-visibility
conditions. The danger isn’t the parked truck alone. It’s the surprise.

Why Stopped 18-Wheelers Create Extreme Crash Risk

A moving highway conditions drivers to expect flow. When a tractor-trailer is stopped in a travel
or transition area, the human brain doesn’t process it fast enough.
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Rear-end and underride crashes involving parked trucks often happen because:

e The truck blends into darkness or roadside clutter

e Reflective markings aren’t enough at highway speeds
e Drivers don’t anticipate a stationary object

e Lane geometry leaves no escape path

These crashes tend to be catastrophic. Smaller vehicles absorb the full force, and the physics
don’t forgive bad placement.

When lllegal Parking Crosses Into Negligence

Not every roadside stop creates liability, but many do. Georgia law and federal regulations place
limits on where commercial vehicles may stop, especially when the stop creates a traffic hazard.

Illegal or negligent parking may involve:

e Stopping on shoulders without true emergencies
e Parking on ramps or acceleration lanes

e Failing to deploy warning triangles or lights

e Remaining parked longer than necessary

e Ignoring safer alternatives within reach

In many cases, parking an 80,000-pound vehicle on the shoulder of a high-speed road like I-75
or |-285 constitutes negligence per se. Georgia courts have recognized that shoulders are for
emergencies, not for sleep.

If a driver chose to park on a ramp because they didn't want to drive five more miles to an
available lot, they have created a "foreseeable hazard." We argue that the trucking company's
failure to plan a route with confirmed parking is a systemic failure, not just a driver's "bad luck."

Hours Of Service Pressure And Parking Decisions

Fatigue and parking shortages are closely linked. Drivers nearing their hours limit may feel
boxed in, especially when dispatch schedules leave little margin.

That pressure can lead to:

e Stopping early in unsafe locations

e Continuing to drive while exhausted

e Parking illegally to avoid log violations

e Cutting rest short to clear dangerous spots
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When carriers build schedules that ignore parking realities, responsibility doesn’t stop with the
driver. System pressure creates system failures.

Carrier Responsibility Beyond The Driver’s Choice

Trucking companies often argue that parking decisions belong solely to the driver. That
argument doesn’t hold up when company policies make safe parking unrealistic.

Carrier liability may arise from:

e Unrealistic dispatch timelines

e Failure to plan routes with parking availability
e Pressure to meet delivery windows at all costs
e Lack of guidance on safe stopping practices

e Ignoring known parking shortages along routes

When safety is sacrificed for efficiency, accountability expands.
Warning Devices And Visibility Still Matter

Even when a truck must stop unexpectedly, regulations require steps to reduce danger. Warning
triangles, hazard lights, and proper placement aren’t optional.

Failure to use them correctly can:

e Delay driver reaction time
e Hide the true size of the hazard
e Increase underride risk

e Turn a survivable crash into a fatal one

Under 49 CFR § 392.22, a driver who stops on a highway or shoulder must activate their hazard

lights immediately. If they remain stopped for more than 10 minutes, they must place warning
triangles or flares at specific intervals (10 feet, 100 feet, and 200 feet).

That’s why we investigate a crash like this, we subpoena the truck’s GPS and ELD data to see
exactly how long the vehicle was stationary. If the truck was there for 11 minutes without
triangles and a crash occurred, the carrier has violated a non-negotiable federal safety mandate.

In short, these details often become central evidence in Georgia truck accident cases. Small
omissions can have enormous consequences.

Why These Crashes Are Often Disputed

Insurance companies frequently frame parked-truck crashes as unavoidable or blame the
approaching driver for not reacting in time. That narrative ignores the root problem.
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Disputes usually center on:

e Whether the stop was truly necessary

e How long the truck remained parked

e Whether warning devices were deployed properly
e Visibility conditions at the time of the crash

e Availability of safer parking alternatives

The answers to those questions decide liability, and they’re rarely obvious from a crash report
alone.

Evidence That Tells The Real Story

Uncovering the truth behind an illegal parking crash requires fast action. Critical records don’t
last forever.

Key evidence often includes:

e Driver logs and ELD data

e Dispatch communications and route planning

e Time-stamped location data

e Dashcam or nearby surveillance footage

e Scene photographs and roadway measurements

When these pieces come together, the parking decision can be placed in full context.
Frequently Asked Questions: lllegal Truck Parking in Georgia
Is it always illegal for a truck to park on the shoulder in Georgia?

Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-203, it’s generally illegal to stop, stand, or park a vehicle on any highway

shoulder except in a legitimate emergency (like a mechanical breakdown). A driver running out
of "Hours of Service" time is usually not considered a legal emergency; it’s considered a failure
of trip planning by the driver and the motor carrier.

How do you prove a truck was parked without its lights on at night?

We look for "thermal imaging" from nearby traffic cameras and "lamp filament analysis." If a
bulb was "on" during a high-speed impact, the filament deforms in a specific way called "hot
shock." If the filament is straight, we can prove the truck was "dark" at the time of the collision,
significantly increasing the carrier's liability.

What if | drifted slightly out of my lane before hitting the parked truck?
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The insurance company will try to use Comparative Negligence to blame you. However, Georgia
law recognizes that the shoulder must be kept clear specifically for drivers who might have a

momentary lapse or an emergency. The truck’s presence on the shoulder turns a "minor lane
departure" into a "fatal impact." We fight to keep the primary liability on the party that placed
an immobile wall in a safety zone.

Can the trucking company blame the state for the parking shortage?

They can try, but it rarely works in court. While the truck parking shortage in Georgia is a real
issue, the "Safe Place to Stop" is the responsibility of the motor carrier under federal law. If a
carrier accepts a load, they’re legally certifying they can transport it safely from point A to point
B within the legal driving limits.

What is an "Underride" guard and why does it matter in parking cases?

An underride guard is the metal bar at the back of a trailer. In many parked-truck crashes, these
guards fail, allowing the smaller vehicle to slide underneath the trailer. If the truck was parked

illegally and had a defective or outdated guard, the trucking company may face additional
liability for the severity of the injuries.

When A Parking Shortage Isn’t An Excuse

The trucking industry has known about parking shortages for years. Drivers, carriers, and
regulators all acknowledge the problem. That awareness cuts both ways legally.

A known risk that isn’t addressed becomes negligence. Georgia drivers shouldn’t bear the cost
of an industry failing to plan for its own footprint.

Holding the Entire Chain Accountable

A dark tractor-trailer on the side of a Georgia highway is a ticking time bomb. When a trucking
company’s "business as usual" involves forcing drivers to park in merge lanes and on narrow
shoulders, they’re gambling with your life to protect their profits.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve recovered over $1 billion for

our clients because we know how to expose the truth in complex cases. We dig into the
dispatch records, analyze the lighting conditions, and prove that the crash was a predictable
result of corporate negligence.

If you or a loved one has been a victim of a parked-truck collision, put Georgia's Billion Dollar
Truck Wreck Lawyer on your side. Contact us today for a free consultation.
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