Can You File A Claim After A Single-Vehicle Crash In Georgia?

Single-Vehicle Wrecks Can Still Point To Someone Else’s Fault

A car leaves the road, hits a barrier, rolls into a ditch, or slams into a tree, and the assumption
comes fast: if only one vehicle was involved in the accident, the driver must have caused it. That
assumption is one of the biggest reasons strong Georgia injury claims get overlooked at the
start.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Atlanta car accident lawyers know

single-vehicle crashes can have a much bigger story behind them. A driver may swerve to avoid
a truck that cuts across a lane. A blown tire may trace back to a defective product or negligent

repair. A dangerous roadway condition may leave no safe path to recover once something goes
wrong.

In Georgia, you can still pursue a claim after a single-vehicle crash if another party’s negligence
helped cause it. Georgia’s two-year statute of limitations generally applies to personal injury
claims, and Georgia’s comparative fault statute allows fault to be apportioned among parties

and nonparties rather than assuming the injured driver bears all responsibility just because no
second impact occurred.

That’s where these cases often turn. One vehicle at the scene does not always mean one person
at fault.

A Single-Vehicle Crash Doesn’t End The Liability Analysis

The physical scene may show only one damaged car, but the legal analysis sometimes goes
further than the final resting position of the vehicle. The real question is whether someone
else’s conduct set the crash in motion or made it impossible to avoid.

For example, a driver may jerk the wheel to avoid an oncoming vehicle drifting over the center
line, leave the roadway, and hit a fixed object without ever touching the other car. The
insurance company may try to treat that like a simple loss-of-control crash. In reality, the evasive
move may have been the only reasonable option available in that second.

Georgia law doesn’t require direct contact with another vehicle before fault can be shared or
shifted. Comparative fault principles focus on the conduct that contributed to the injury,
including the fault of nonparties.

That matters because many valid claims start with a misleading first impression.

The Hidden Causes That Commonly Sit Behind These Wrecks
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Single-vehicle crashes often fall into a few recurring categories. The scene may look chaotic, but
the root cause is frequently more structured than it appears.

Here are some of the most common liability paths in these cases:

e Evasive Driving Caused By Another Motorist: A driver may run off the road or
overcorrect to avoid a car or truck that suddenly changes lanes, turns left across traffic,
or drifts into the lane.

e Road Defects Or Dangerous Design: Missing guardrails, unsafe shoulder drop-offs, poor
drainage, broken pavement, or inadequate warning signs can turn a manageable
problem into a catastrophic wreck.

e Mechanical Failure: Tire failures, brake defects, steering system failures, and negligent
repair work can all cause a driver to lose control without warning.

e Debris Or Falling Cargo: A tractor-trailer may shed cargo, a contractor may leave
equipment in the roadway, or debris may force a driver into a crash without direct
contact.

Each of those scenarios can support a claim, but only if the evidence is treated like more than a
simple “driver error” event. That’s why these cases are so easy to underestimate early.

Road Defect Cases Raise Notice And Government Claim Issues

When a dangerous roadway condition contributes to a crash, the legal question isn’t just
whether the road was unsafe. It’s also who controlled that section of roadway and what notice
rules apply.

Claims against the State of Georgia are governed by the Georgia Tort Claims Act, which generally

requires written notice within 12 months of the date the loss was discovered or should have
been discovered. Claims against counties generally must be presented within 12 months, and
claims against cities generally require ante litem notice within six months, stating the time,
place, extent of injury, and negligence involved.

That makes these cases more time-sensitive than many people realize.

For example, if a driver crashes after hitting standing water in an area with known drainage
failures on a state-controlled road, the roadway condition may support a claim. But if the
required notice isn’t sent properly and on time, the legal strength of the defect claim may never
get tested on the merits.

Mechanical Failure Cases Depend On Preserving The Vehicle Fast

Mechanical failure claims often live or die on preservation. Once a damaged vehicle is repaired,
salvaged, or destroyed, the best evidence may be gone.
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Here are the issues that usually matter most in a product defect or negligent repair case:

e Vehicle Preservation: The car itself may contain the clearest proof of a failed tire, brake
defect, steering issue, or other mechanical cause.

e Repair And Service Records: Prior maintenance invoices, recommendations, and
declined repairs can help sort out whether the problem was manufacturing-related or
tied to bad service work.

e Parts History: Tire age, recall information, prior replacement history, and component
origin can all become important.

e Scene And Event Data: Photographs, black box information, skid patterns, and crash
timing can help rule out the defense claim that the driver simply lost control for
unrelated reasons.

When that foundation is built early, a “mysterious” single-car wreck can start to make sense in a
very concrete way. But once the vehicle disappears, so can the clearest proof.

The Defense Will Often Try To Blame The Driver First

Insurance companies like single-vehicle crashes because they sound simple, and simple usually
means cheaper. If they can frame the wreck as overcorrection, distraction, speeding, or panic,
they can pressure the injured person into believing the case ends there.

That doesn’t mean the driver’s conduct never matters. Georgia’s comparative fault statute can
reduce recovery if the injured person shares responsibility, and recovery can be barred if the
person is found 50 percent or more at fault. But that same statute also allows fault to be
allocated to others whose conduct helped cause the wreck, even if those people or entities
were not occupants of the crashing vehicle.

That’s why the real work in these cases is often reconstructing the lead-up, not just the impact.
If the wrong narrative takes hold early, the case can shrink before the facts are fully developed.

The Best Cases Usually Get Built From The Edges Inward

Single-vehicle claims often require a different investigative mindset. You’re not starting with a
clear second vehicle and building out. You're starting with the wreck, then working backward
through the clues that still exist around it.

Those clues can include:

e 911 calls and witness accounts about another vehicle leaving the area
e Nearby business or traffic camera footage

e Debris, gouge marks, and roadway condition photos

e Event data recorder information



e Maintenance histories and repair recommendations
e Road ownership and maintenance responsibility records

For example, a driver may say, “I swerved because a box truck pushed into my lane.” If a nearby
camera catches only the end of the movement, the defense may still argue there’s no proof. But
if the timing of the evasive maneuver, witness description, lane evidence, and vehicle data all
line up, the picture becomes much stronger.

That’s the kind of example that helps juries and insurers understand that “one-car crash” is a
description of the final scene, not necessarily the full cause.

FAQs About Single-Vehicle Crash Claims In Georgia
Can I still file a claim if no other vehicle actually hit mine?

Yes. A claim may still exist if another driver’s conduct forced you into evasive action, if a
dangerous road condition contributed to the wreck, or if a mechanical defect or negligent repair
caused the loss of control. Georgia comparative fault law does not require direct contact before
another party’s fault becomes relevant.

Do road defect claims have shorter deadlines in Georgia?

Often, yes. Claims against the state, counties, and cities can involve notice rules that are much
shorter than the ordinary two-year injury deadline. State claims generally require written notice
within 12 months, county claims generally must be presented within 12 months, and city claims
generally require ante litem notice within six months.

Can a defective tire or failed brake system support a claim after a single-vehicle wreck?

Yes, potentially. Product defect and negligent repair theories may apply, but those cases usually
require fast preservation of the vehicle and its components before repairs, salvage, or disposal
destroy key evidence.

Will the insurance company automatically blame me because only my car crashed?

They often try. Single-vehicle crashes are frequently framed as simple driver-error cases at the
start. That doesn’t mean the framing is correct. The full liability picture often depends on
evidence outside the final impact scene.

Does Georgia law allow recovery if | was partly at fault too?

Yes, up to a point. Under Georgia’s comparative fault statute, recovery may be reduced by your
percentage of fault and barred if you are found 50 percent or more at fault. That makes it
especially important to identify all other people or entities who contributed to the crash.



A One-Car Scene Can Still Be Someone Else’s Responsibility

A single-vehicle crash can make people feel isolated fast. The road is quiet, the story sounds
simple, and the defense hopes the injured driver will accept that version without asking harder
guestions. But these cases often involve missing drivers, dangerous roads, defective parts, or
third parties who never appear in the first police summary.

If you were injured in a Georgia crash that involved only your vehicle, contact the Law Offices of
Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. for a free consultation. We can help sort out whether this
was truly a one-party event or whether someone else’s choices, maintenance failures, or
roadway conditions helped put you there in the first place.
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