
How Georgia Jury Verdicts Differ From Car Accident Settlements 

Why Insurance Settlements and Trial Verdicts Can Lead to Very Different 

Outcomes in Georgia Injury Cases 

After a serious car accident in Georgia, many victims assume their case will simply end with an 

insurance settlement. In reality, there are two very different paths an injury claim can take. 

Some cases resolve through negotiated settlements with insurance companies. Others proceed 

to trial, where a jury determines the outcome. 

Those two paths can produce dramatically different results. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia personal injury lawyers 

regularly evaluate whether a case should be settled or presented to a jury. Insurance 

companies often try to resolve claims quickly and for as little money as possible. When 

negotiations fail to reflect the true value of a case, however, the courtroom becomes the next 

step. 

The difference between a negotiated settlement and a jury verdict can dramatically affect the 

outcome of an injury case. Preparation, evidence, and trial strategy often determine which path 

produces the strongest result. 

Most Georgia Car Accident Cases Resolve Through Settlement 

The majority of personal injury cases in Georgia never reach a courtroom. Instead, they resolve 

through negotiated settlements between the injured victim’s attorney and the insurance 

company. 

A settlement is an agreement in which the insurance company agrees to pay a specific amount 

of compensation in exchange for the injured person closing the claim and giving up the right to 

pursue further legal action (in short, your case is “settled”). 

Several factors make settlement the most common resolution for accident cases: 

1. Settlements provide certainty. Both sides avoid the unpredictability of a jury trial. 

2. Settlements resolve cases faster. A trial can take months or even years, depending on 

court schedules, discovery disputes, and pretrial motions. 

3. Settlements reduce costs. Preparing a case for trial often requires accident 

reconstruction experts, medical specialists, economic analysts, and other professional 

witnesses. 

Insurance companies know these realities well. That’s why they frequently attempt to settle 

cases early, sometimes before injured victims fully understand the long-term impact of their 

injuries. 

Jury Verdicts Occur When Settlement Negotiations Fail 
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A jury verdict occurs when a case proceeds through the litigation process and ultimately 

reaches trial. 

During a trial, both sides present evidence, witness testimony, and legal arguments to a jury. 

The jury then decides whether the defendant is responsible and how much compensation 

should be awarded. 

While trials are less common than settlements, they play a critical role in the civil justice 

system. 

The possibility of a jury verdict often drives settlement negotiations. Insurance companies know 

that if they refuse to offer fair compensation, a jury could ultimately award significantly more. 

For example, the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. has helped secure over $1 

billion for Georgia families, including a $21.6 million verdict in a tractor-trailer accident case 

handled with co-counsel. Large verdicts like this reflect how seriously juries can take cases 

involving catastrophic injuries or wrongful death. 

Why Jury Verdicts Can Be Much Larger Than Settlements 

One of the biggest differences between settlements and jury verdicts involves how 

compensation is evaluated. 

Insurance companies approach claims with financial risk calculations. Their goal is to resolve the 

case for the lowest amount they believe they might ultimately owe. 

Juries approach the case very differently. 

When jurors hear testimony from injured victims, medical providers, and family members, they 

often see the full human impact of the accident. That perspective can significantly influence 

how damages are assessed. 

Juries may consider a wide range of losses when determining compensation, including: 

• Medical Expenses: Both past treatment and the cost of future medical care. 

• Lost Income: Wages lost while recovering from injuries. 

• Reduced Earning Capacity: Long-term impact on a person’s ability to work. 

• Pain And Suffering: The physical pain caused by the injury. 

• Loss Of Enjoyment Of Life: The ways injuries limit daily activities and relationships. 

In cases involving severe injuries, these damages can become substantial. That’s one reason 

jury verdicts sometimes exceed settlement offers by significant margins. 

Insurance Companies Carefully Evaluate Trial Risk 

Insurance companies make settlement decisions based heavily on the risk of losing at trial. 
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When an insurance carrier believes it has a strong defense, it may offer a lower settlement 

because it feels confident about its chances in court. When liability is clear and the injuries are 

severe, however, the risk of a large jury verdict increases dramatically. 

This risk often influences how negotiations unfold. 

For example, some of the settlements obtained by the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & 

Associates, P.C. occurred after litigation was already underway. In one multi-vehicle truck 

accident case, an initial mediation offer of $100,000 eventually increased to a $1 million 

settlement within a week after strong case preparation and legal strategy were presented. 

Situations like this demonstrate how the credible threat of trial can dramatically shift 

negotiations. 

Preparing Every Case as If It Will Go to Trial 

One of the most important strategies in personal injury law is preparing every case as if it will 

ultimately be decided by a jury. 

Insurance companies closely monitor how law firms approach litigation. Firms known for taking 

cases to trial often receive stronger settlement offers because insurers know the attorneys are 

willing to present the case to a jury if necessary. 

Trial preparation involves extensive work behind the scenes. 

Attorneys gather evidence, review accident reports, interview witnesses, analyze medical 

records, consult with experts, and prepare legal arguments. This preparation not only 

strengthens the case for trial but also strengthens the negotiating position during settlement 

discussions. 

When insurance companies recognize that a legal team is fully prepared to present a case to a 

jury, the dynamics of negotiation often change. 

Georgia Law Shapes How Juries Evaluate Accident Cases 

Georgia law plays an important role in how both settlements and jury verdicts are evaluated. 

One key legal principle is Georgia’s modified comparative negligence rule. Under this rule, an 

injured person may still recover compensation as long as they are less than 50 percent 

responsible for the accident. However, any compensation awarded will be reduced by the 

percentage of fault assigned to the injured party.  

For example, if a jury awards $1 million but finds the injured person 20 percent responsible for 

the accident, the final award would be reduced to $800,000. 

Georgia juries are also tasked with evaluating non-economic damages such as pain and 

suffering. These damages often become one of the most debated aspects of personal injury 
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trials because they involve assessing the human impact of an injury rather than simply 

calculating financial losses. 

The way juries interpret these factors can significantly influence the final outcome of a case. 

The Real Value of a Case Often Emerges During Litigation 

A lot of injury victims are surprised to learn that the value of a case often becomes clearer only 

after a lawsuit is filed. 

Before litigation begins, insurance companies may have limited information about the full 

impact of an injury. Once a case enters the discovery phase, attorneys can obtain additional 

evidence through depositions, expert reports, medical evaluations, and corporate records. 

This deeper investigation often reveals facts that strengthen the claim. 

Medical experts may explain the long-term effects of an injury. Accident reconstruction 

specialists may clarify exactly how the crash occurred. Economic experts may calculate the 

lifetime financial impact of lost earning ability. 

As these details emerge, settlement negotiations frequently shift because the insurance 

company gains a clearer understanding of the potential risk it faces at trial. 

Frequently Asked Questions About Georgia Injury Settlements and Jury Verdicts 

What’s the difference between a settlement and a jury verdict? 

A settlement is an agreement between the injured victim and the insurance company to resolve 

the case without a trial. A jury verdict occurs when a case goes to trial, and a jury decides 

whether the defendant is liable and how much compensation should be awarded. 

Why do most accident cases settle instead of going to trial? 

Settlements are faster, less expensive, and more predictable than jury trials. Both sides often 

prefer to avoid the uncertainty of a verdict. 

Can a settlement occur after a lawsuit is filed? 

Yes. Many cases settle during litigation after attorneys gather additional evidence and both 

sides better understand the strengths and weaknesses of the case. 

Are jury verdicts always larger than settlements? 

Not always. While some jury verdicts can be significantly larger, trials also carry risk. A jury 

could award less than the settlement offer or find that the defendant is not liable. 

How do lawyers decide whether to settle or go to trial? 



Attorneys evaluate the evidence, the severity of the injuries, the applicable law, and the risks 

involved in trial. The decision is ultimately made with the client’s best interests in mind. 

Talk to Georgia’s Power Law Firm About Your Personal Injury Case 

Every accident case is different. Some claims resolve quickly through settlement negotiations. 

Others require litigation and a jury trial to achieve a fair outcome. 

If you or someone you love has been injured in a car accident, truck accident, or another 

serious incident caused by negligence, the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C. 

can help you understand your options and pursue the maximum compensation you deserve 

under Georgia law. Our attorneys have helped recover more than $1 billion for injured clients 

across Georgia and stand ready to fight for the best possible outcome to your case. 

To learn more, give us a call or contact us online to discuss your case with an experienced 

Georgia personal injury lawyer. 
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