Fractures And Crush Injuries In Georgia Motorcycle Accidents

Why These Injuries Often Lead To Bigger Medical And Legal Battles

A motorcycle crash can leave damage that’s easy to miss in the first few seconds. The bike may
be down, the rider may still be conscious, and the scene may look survivable from the outside.
But underneath that first wave of adrenaline, broken bones, crushed tissue, and limb-
threatening trauma may already be shaping what recovery will look like.

Our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers at the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates,
P.C. have seen how fracture and crush-injury cases can change fast. What starts as an ER visit
can turn into surgery, hardware placement, skin and soft tissue repair, infection concerns,
repeat procedures, and months of limited mobility. When that happens, the injury claim has to
reflect more than the first diagnosis. It has to reflect where the injury is headed.

Based on NHTSA data, motorcyclists typically account for 15% of all traffic fatalities and over
80,000 injuries each year. Georgia’s Department of Driver Services also continues to spotlight
motorcycle safety awareness and “Share the Road” messaging, which shines a light on how
exposed riders remain when drivers fail to see them or react too late.

How Do Motorcycle Crashes Cause Fractures And Crush Injuries?

Motorcycle riders don’t have the same protection as people inside passenger vehicles. There’s
no surrounding frame to absorb the blow, no side-impact barrier, and no seatbelt system
keeping the body contained during impact. That means the rider’s arms, legs, pelvis, hands,
feet, ribs, and shoulders often take the force directly.

A fracture is a break in a bone, and fractures are usually caused by injuries. If the broken bone
punctures the skin, it’s considered an open fracture, which raises the stakes even more because
of contamination and infection risk.

In motorcycle accidents, we rarely see “greenstick” or simple stress fractures. The velocity of a
crash often results in comminuted fractures—where the bone is shattered into three or more
pieces—or compound fractures, where the bone breaks the skin. These aren't just breaks;
they’re structural failures that require titanium plates and screws to rebuild, often leaving the
rider with permanent hardware.

A crush injury happens when excessive force or pressure is applied to a body part, often when
the body is squeezed between heavy objects. In a motorcycle crash, that can happen when a
rider is pinned under the bike, trapped against another vehicle, or crushed between the road
and a larger vehicle during impact.

These injuries often happen in patterns like these:
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e Direct Impact Fractures: A rider may strike a car door, bumper, hood, curb, guardrail, or
pavement with enough force to break the wrist, forearm, ankle, leg, hip, clavicle, or ribs.

e Pinned Limb Crush Trauma: If the motorcycle lands on the rider or a leg is trapped
between the bike and another vehicle, the bones and surrounding tissue can be crushed
at the same time.

e Ejection Injuries: When a rider is thrown, the landing can cause multiple fractures in one
sequence, especially in the arms, shoulders, pelvis, or lower extremities.

e Secondary Run-Over Or Compression Events: In some crashes, the first impact isn’t the
worst part. The worst damage happens when the rider is dragged, trapped, or struck
again after going down.

That’s why these cases usually involve more than “just a broken bone.” The mechanism of the
crash often tells you how serious the case may become.

What Makes A Crush Injury Different From A Standard Fracture?

A fracture is a very serious injury on its own, but a crush injury can complicate everything
around it. Crush trauma can damage not just bone, but muscles, nerves, blood vessels, and skin.
In severe cases, the injury can threaten circulation, increase infection risk, and create long-term
function loss even when the bone itself is repaired.

One of the most dangerous complications of a motorcycle crush injury is Acute Compartment
Syndrome. This occurs when pressure within the muscles builds to dangerous levels, cutting off
blood flow. If not treated with an emergency fasciotomy (surgery to release pressure), it can
lead to permanent muscle death or even amputation. We look for these critical surgical records
to prove the life-altering nature of your crush trauma.

Which Fractures Are Most Common In Motorcycle Accidents?

The exact injury pattern depends on how the crash happened, but certain body areas are
especially vulnerable because riders instinctively brace for impact or absorb the blow through
the lower body.

Common fracture patterns in motorcycle crashes include:

e Wrist And Forearm Fractures: Riders often throw out an arm to brace for impact, which
can turn the hand and forearm into the first point of failure.

e Clavicle And Shoulder Fractures: A rider who lands on the side of the body can break
the collarbone or shoulder area almost instantly.

e Leg And Ankle Fractures: The lower extremities are especially exposed in side-impact
and pinning crashes.

e Rib And Pelvic Fractures: These injuries can happen when the rider is struck directly by
a vehicle, thrown into a fixed object, or compressed under the motorcycle.



e Hand And Finger Fractures: MedlinePlus notes that hand fractures sometimes require
surgery rather than just splinting, which matters because even “smaller” fractures can
disrupt work and daily use in a big way.

A broken hand may not sound “catastrophic” on paper. But for a mechanic, nurse, electrician,
warehouse worker, or parent caring for children, it can change almost every part of daily life.

Why Do These Cases Sometimes Require Surgery And Repeat Procedures?

Fracture treatment can range from casting to open reduction with internal fixation, where
hardware such as rods, screws, or plates is used to stabilize the bone. More complex fractures
may require external fixation when standard repair methods aren’t enough.

That matters in motorcycle cases because crash fractures are often not clean breaks. Bones
may be displaced, shattered, exposed, or paired with tissue injury that makes healing slower
and more complicated. A crush injury can make the surgical picture even harder by adding
swelling, compromised skin, and deeper soft tissue damage.

Some riders need one surgery. Others need staged procedures, infection treatment, skin repair,
grafting, or revision surgery after the first operation.

And keep in mind that hardware isn't always permanent. Many riders suffer from hardware
irritation, where screws or plates cause pain during cold weather or physical activity. A
comprehensive legal claim must include the estimated cost of future hardware removal surgery
and the subsequent physical therapy, rather than just covering the initial operation.

The case value shouldn’t just pretend that everything ends with a cast and a few follow-up
visits.

How Do These Injuries Affect Daily Life Long After The Crash?

This is where fracture and crush-injury claims become more serious than they first appear. A
rider may technically “heal,” but still lose grip strength, range of motion, endurance, balance, or
the ability to return to the same work.

For example, a rider with a crushed lower leg may eventually walk again but still be left with
chronic pain, a limp, hardware irritation, swelling, and limits on standing or climbing. A rider
with a badly fractured wrist may still be unable to type, lift, drive comfortably, or return to
hands-on work the way they did before.

These losses often show up in ways like this:

e Reduced Mobility: Walking, climbing stairs, kneeling, squatting, and standing for long
periods may become difficult.

e Loss Of Function In The Arm Or Hand: Grip strength, dexterity, and lifting ability can all
be permanently reduced after fracture or crush trauma.



¢ Need For Ongoing Therapy: Physical therapy and occupational therapy may continue
long after the cast or surgical wounds are gone.

e Visible Scarring Or Deformity: Crush injuries and open fractures can leave lasting visible
damage as well as functional damage.

e Future Medical Costs: Hardware removal, pain treatment, imaging, and follow-up
procedures may continue months or years later.

That’s why these cases can’t be valued by the first hospital bill alone. The real cost usually
keeps unfolding after the emergency phase ends.

Why Do Insurance Companies Try To Downplay These Injuries?

Because fractures sound temporary when insurers want them to. The defense may treat the
injury like a routine broken bone that healed on schedule, even when the rider actually went
through surgery, lost work, needed rehab, and never got full use of the limb back.

Crush injuries are even easier for insurers to oversimplify because the damage isn’t always
obvious in one image or one chart note. They may focus on the bone and ignore the soft tissue
loss, the nerve symptoms, the infection risk, or the long-term pain that came with it. That’s like
judging the damage to a house by the front door while ignoring the fire in the walls.

In Georgia injury cases, they may also try to reduce the claim by shifting fault to the rider.
Georgia’s apportionment rule allows damages to be reduced by the plaintiff’s percentage of
fault, and recovery can be barred if the plaintiff is 50 percent or more responsible. That makes
liability proof and medical proof equally important in a serious motorcycle case.

What Evidence Helps Prove The Full Impact Of A Fracture Or Crush Injury?

These cases usually become stronger when the medical story and the crash story support each
other.

Some of the most useful evidence includes:

¢ Imaging And Operative Records: X-rays, CT scans, MRIs, and surgical records help show
how severe the fracture or crush damage really was.

e Photos Of The Injury And The Motorcycle: The appearance of the limb, the crash
damage, and the point of impact can help explain the force involved.

e Treating Doctor Opinions: A surgeon or treating specialist may be able to explain why
the injury was more serious than a simple fracture label suggests.

e Physical Therapy Records: These often show lingering deficits in strength, motion, pain,
and function.

e Work And Daily-Life Evidence: Missed work, job restrictions, household limitations, and
the inability to return to normal routines can be just as important as the initial diagnosis.
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A fracture case becomes much harder for the defense to minimize when the record shows not
only what broke, but what the rider lost.

What If The Crash Was Fatal?

Motorcycle crashes that involve crush trauma can also become fatal cases, especially when the
rider suffers catastrophic chest, pelvic, abdominal, or multi-system injuries. In those situations,
the legal issues go beyond the rider’s own medical bills and suffering. They may also include
wrongful death damages and related claims tied to the loss of the rider’s life.

That’s one reason it’s important not to treat these crashes as “just orthopedic” events. A force
strong enough to crush a limb or shatter multiple bones may also create the kind of trauma that
changes a family forever.

Frequently Asked Questions About Georgia Motorcycle Fracture And Crush Injuries

Can A Motorcycle Crash Cause A Crush Injury Even If Another Vehicle Never Runs Over The
Rider?

Yes. Crush injuries happen when excessive force or pressure is applied to a body part. A rider
can suffer that kind of injury by being pinned under the motorcycle, trapped against another
vehicle, or crushed during impact without a separate run-over event.

Are Open Fractures More Serious Than Standard Broken Bones?

Usually, yes. When a broken bone punctures the skin, it’s considered an open fracture, which
raises concerns about contamination, tissue damage, and more complicated treatment.

Do Broken Bones In Motorcycle Cases Often Require Surgery?

They can. Fracture treatment may involve casting, internal fixation with hardware, or external
fixation, especially in more complicated breaks.

Why Can A “Healed” Fracture Still Be Part Of A Large Injury Claim?

Because healing on paper isn’t the same as getting full function back. A rider may still deal with
pain, weakness, reduced motion, visible deformity, hardware problems, or lost earning capacity
long after the bone has technically united.

Can A Family Bring A Wrongful Death Case If A Motorcycle Crash Causes Fatal Crush Trauma?

Potentially, yes. If the crash was caused by someone else’s negligence and the rider died from
those injuries, the family may have wrongful death-related claims under Georgia law.

Contact a Georgia Motorcycle Accident Lawyer Today

Fracture and crush-injury cases are often harder than they look from the outside. A cast, a scar,
or a surgery note may only tell part of the story. What matters just as much is what the rider
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can no longer do, how long recovery really lasts, and whether the body ever gets back to where
it was before the crash.

Since 1993, we’ve fought for injured people across Georgia, and we know serious motorcycle
cases don’t fit inside a one-line diagnosis.

If you were hurt in a Georgia motorcycle crash, give us a call or contact us online for a free
consultation. We handle injury claims on a contingency-fee basis, which means there are no
upfront costs, and you pay nothing unless we win your case.
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