Spinal Cord Injuries In Georgia Motorcycle Accidents

Why These Crashes Often Leave Riders Facing Permanent Physical And Financial
Losses

A motorcycle crash can split life into two versions: the one before impact and the one after.
One violent throw, one hard landing, one crushing blow to the back or neck, and suddenly the
future looks different than it did a few seconds earlier. What used to feel automatic, standing
up, walking across a room, getting dressed, getting back to work, may no longer be simple at
all.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident
lawyers understand that spinal cord injuries are some of the most devastating injuries a rider
can suffer. They can change movement, sensation, bladder and bowel function, independence,
and the ability to earn a living. They can also turn a serious injury claim into a long-term case
about future care, permanent disability, and what the crash truly cost.

According to the National Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke (NINDS), a spinal cord
injury (SCI) can cause loss of movement, changes in sensation, pain or pressure in the back or
neck, and loss of bladder or bowel control. NINDS also notes that paralysis can happen
immediately or can develop over time as bleeding and swelling damage the spinal cord further.

How Do Motorcycle Crashes Cause Spinal Cord Injuries?

Motorcycle riders don’t have the protection that people inside passenger vehicles do. There’s
no surrounding steel frame, no side-impact barrier, and no seatbelt system to limit how
violently the body gets thrown around. When a rider is ejected, pinned, or twisted during
impact, the force often travels directly into the spine.

The Model Systems Knowledge Translation Center (MSKTC) notes that vehicle crashes remain
the leading recent cause of traumatic spinal cord injury in the United States. That matters in
motorcycle cases because the body often absorbs the full force of the collision and the landing.

These injuries often happen in ways like this:

e Direct Impact To The Back Or Neck: A rider may strike a vehicle, guardrail, curb, or the
pavement with enough force to damage the spinal cord or the bones protecting it.

e Violent Twisting During Ejection: When the body rotates unnaturally during a crash, the
spine can be stretched, compressed, or fractured in a way that injures the cord.

e Crush Forces Under A Vehicle Or Bike: If a rider is trapped beneath a motorcycle or
another vehicle, the pressure can cause devastating spinal trauma.

e Secondary Collisions After The Initial Impact: A rider may survive the first hit only to
suffer the most severe spinal damage when hitting the road or another object moments
later.
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That’s why these cases can’t be treated like ordinary orthopedic claims. Once the spinal cord is
involved, the stakes rise fast.

What Symptoms Can Point To A Spinal Cord Injury After A Motorcycle Crash?

Some spinal cord injuries are obvious at the scene. Others aren’t. A rider may still be conscious
and talking, but the body may already be showing signs that the spinal cord has been damaged.

According to NINDS, symptoms can include numbness, tingling, paralysis, loss of sensation, pain
or pressure in the head, neck, or back, trouble breathing, and loss of bladder or bowel control.
In some cases, symptoms worsen after the crash as swelling and bleeding increase pressure on
the cord.

Warning signs that deserve immediate medical attention include:

e Numbness Or Tingling: Loss of feeling in the arms, hands, legs, or feet can signal nerve
or spinal cord involvement.

e Weakness Or Loss Of Movement: Trouble standing, walking, gripping, or moving part of
the body may point to major spinal trauma.

e Severe Neck Or Back Pain: Pain doesn’t always mean spinal cord damage, butin a
motorcycle crash it should never be brushed off.

e Loss Of Bladder Or Bowel Control: That kind of change can be a major red flag that the
spinal cord has been injured.

e Trouble Breathing Or Staying Balanced: High spinal injuries can affect breathing,
coordination, and stability in ways that become life-threatening quickly.

It’s also critical to watch for autonomic dysreflexia, which is a sudden, dangerous spike in blood
pressure caused by the spinal cord's inability to communicate with the rest of the body. This is a
medical emergency that often follows SCI.

Because these symptoms can be complex, our legal team works with medical experts to ensure
every “hidden” symptom is part of your legal record.

Why Are These Injuries So Different From A Broken Bone Or Herniated Disc?

A broken bone can heal. A disc injury can sometimes improve with time, treatment, or surgery.
A spinal cord injury is different because it can interrupt the body’s communication system itself.

NINDS explains that the spinal cord carries messages between the brain and the rest of the
body. When that pathway is damaged, the result may be loss of movement, loss of sensation,
autonomic dysfunction, or permanent paralysis below the level of injury.

That’s why a spinal cord injury often changes more than mobility. It can affect work, sleep,
sexual function, digestion, skin integrity, independence, and mental health. A rider may survive
the crash and still lose the life they knew.



What Does Daily Life Look Like After A Serious Spinal Cord Injury?

This is where these cases stop being abstract. A spinal cord injury isn’t just a diagnosis on a
chart. It reshapes ordinary life in ways most people never think about until they’re living it.

For example, a rider who used to work on their feet all day may now need help getting out of
bed, bathing, driving, or transferring into a wheelchair. Someone who once handled a
household’s errands, childcare, and income may suddenly need a home modified with ramps,
accessible showers, or assistive equipment. That’s not a temporary inconvenience. It’s a
different life.

The long-term consequences may include:

Loss Of Mobility: Depending on where the injury occurred, the rider may face
paraplegia, quadriplegia, or significant weakness.

Need For Ongoing Rehabilitation: Recovery often involves prolonged physical therapy,
occupational therapy, and specialized rehabilitation care.

Home And Vehicle Modifications: Wheelchair access, lifts, ramps, and adapted vehicles
may become necessary for daily living.

Loss Of Earning Capacity: A rider may not be able to return to the same type of work, or
may not be able to work at all.

Emotional And Psychological Strain: Depression, anxiety, grief, and social isolation are
common when independence is suddenly reduced.

This is where the legal case has to catch up with the human reality. A short hospital stay doesn’t
begin to measure the full loss.

Why Do Motorcycle Spinal Cord Cases Often Become High-Stakes Injury Claims?

When a motorcycle crash causes a spinal cord injury, the case usually involves future medical
treatment, future lost earnings, future care needs, and the cost of living with a permanent
impairment.

According to MSKTC's spinal cord injury materials, traumatic SCI often leads to major functional
changes and long-term medical needs that extend far beyond the initial trauma phase.

That means the legal claim may need to account for:

Emergency And Surgical Care: Air transport, trauma treatment, imaging, surgery, and
hospitalization can drive major early costs.

Rehabilitation And Therapy: Recovery often continues for months or years, not just
weeks.

Future Medical Equipment: Wheelchairs, braces, assistive devices, and replacement
equipment may be needed over time.
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e Lost Income And Career Disruption: A rider may miss work immediately and lose future
earning power long after the crash.

e Pain, Suffering, And Loss Of Independence: These losses don’t come with neat receipts,
but they are still real and legally important.

The financial burden of a spinal cord injury is staggering. According to the Christopher & Dana
Reeve Foundation, the first-year cost for a person with paraplegia can reach upwards of
$600,000, with every subsequent year costing close to $100,000.

Over a lifetime, a 25-year-old rider could face expenses nearing $S3 million or more. If your legal
claim only covers your current hospital bills, you are being left to foot a multi-million dollar bill
for the rest of your life.

What If The Insurance Company Tries To Minimize The Injury?

That happens all the time, especially when the defense wants to treat the injury like a back
claim that will eventually settle down. But a spinal cord injury case usually turns on detailed
medical evidence, not the adjuster’s opinion of how the rider “looked” after the crash.

Insurance companies may question how severe the injury is, argue that the rider had a prior
condition, or push back against the cost of future care. In Georgia injury litigation, they may
also try to shift blame to the rider to reduce exposure under Georgia’s fault-apportionment
rules.

Under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33, damages can be reduced according to each party’s percentage of
fault, and recovery can be barred if the plaintiff is 50 percent or more responsible.

A favorite tactic of Georgia insurance defense teams is to point to an MRI and claim your spinal
issues are age-related or degenerative disc disease.

We counter this by showing the acute trauma of the crash: the fractures, the swelling, and the
immediate neurological deficit. We don't let them hide behind your medical history to avoid
paying for the damage their driver caused.

That’s one reason these cases need a full damages presentation. If the defense gets to define
the injury as temporary, minor, or mostly pre-existing, it will try to shrink the case before the
real story is ever told.

Why Does The Mechanism Of The Crash Matter So Much?

In a spinal cord injury case, how the crash happened matters almost as much as the diagnosis
itself. The force, angle, speed, point of impact, and whether the rider was ejected can all help
explain why the spinal cord was damaged and why the outcome was so severe.

That can matter in collisions involving:
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e Left-Turn Crashes: A rider may be thrown forward over the bike and land headfirst or
back-first with devastating spinal consequences.

e Rear-End Impacts: The rider may be launched off the motorcycle and suffer neck or
thoracic trauma on impact.

e Dooring Or Sideswipe Crashes: A rider forced off balance may hit the pavement in a
twisted, awkward fall that puts extreme force on the spine.

e Truck Or SUV Collisions: Higher-profile vehicles can create crushing or under-ride forces
that dramatically worsen injury severity.

When the mechanism is clearly documented, it becomes much harder for the defense to act
like the rider’s condition came out of nowhere.

Frequently Asked Questions About Motorcycle Spinal Cord Injuries in Georgia
Can A Motorcycle Crash Cause Paralysis Even At City Speeds?

Yes. A rider doesn’t have to be in a high-speed highway crash to suffer catastrophic spinal
trauma. The way the body lands, twists, or gets pinned can be enough to damage the spinal
cord and cause paralysis.

Do Symptoms Always Show Up Immediately After A Spinal Cord Injury?

No. According to NINDS, paralysis and other neurological symptoms can happen immediately or
develop over time as swelling and bleeding worsen the injury.

What Makes A Spinal Cord Injury Claim More Complex Than A Typical Motorcycle Injury
Claim?

These cases often involve lifelong losses, including future medical treatment, rehabilitation,
reduced earning capacity, and major changes in daily function. That usually makes the damages
picture much larger than in a shorter-term injury claim.

Can A Rider Still Recover Compensation If The Defense Says They Share Fault?

Possibly, yes. Georgia law allows fault to be apportioned among the parties, but the rider’s
recovery may be reduced by their percentage of fault and barred if that percentage reaches 50
percent or more.

Why Is Future Care So Important In A Spinal Cord Injury Case?

Because the biggest losses often arrive after the emergency phase ends. Ongoing treatment,
therapy, assistive devices, accessibility needs, and long-term support can become a major part
of the claim.

When A Motorcycle Crash Changes The Rest Of Your Life, The Case
Has To Reflect That
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A spinal cord injury can turn a rider’s life upside down in ways that don’t fit inside a short
insurance summary. These cases are about more than one crash report and one round of
treatment. They’re about what the injury took, what daily life looks like now, and what the
future is going to cost.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve been fighting for Georgia’s
injured since 1993. We've recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families, and we bring that
experience to serious motorcycle accident cases across the state.

If you or someone you love suffered a spinal cord injury in a Georgia motorcycle accident, give
us a call or contact us online for a free consultation. We offer injury victims contingency-fee
representation. That means no out-of-pocket costs to get started, and no attorney’s fee unless
we recover compensation for you.
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