What Happens If A Motorcycle Crash Was Caused By A Driver Opening
A Car Door?

Why A Split-Second Dooring Crash Can Lead To A Serious Georgia Injury Claim

A motorcycle rider doesn’t have much space to recover when a car door suddenly swings open
into traffic. There’s no metal frame around the rider, no extra lane to escape into, and usually
no warning. One careless movement from someone inside a parked or stopped vehicle can
send a rider straight into the door, into another lane, or onto the pavement in a matter of
seconds.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident

lawyers know these crashes can leave riders with devastating injuries and a lot of confusion
about fault. People sometimes treat a dooring crash like a weird fluke, almost like nobody is
really to blame. But Georgia law doesn’t treat it that way.

Georgia’s vehicle door statute says a person can’t open a motor vehicle door on the side
available to moving traffic unless it’s reasonably safe to do so and can be done without
interfering with traffic.

That rule matters because a motorcycle rider may have only a second, or less, to react. By the
time the rider sees the door, the crash may already be unavoidable.

What Does Georgia Law Say About Opening A Car Door Into Traffic?

Georgia law is direct on this point. According to GA Code § 40-6-243 (2024):

“No person shall open the door of a motor vehicle on the side available to moving traffic unless
and until it is reasonably safe to do so and can be done without interfering with the movement
of other traffic, nor shall any person leave a door open on the side of a vehicle available to
moving traffic for a period of time longer than necessary to load or unload passengers.”

That means liability in these cases often starts with the person who opened the door. If a driver
or passenger opened it into the path of a moving motorcycle, that conduct may be strong
evidence of negligence under Georgia law.

But the legal analysis doesn’t always stop there. In some cases, there may be additional
guestions about where the vehicles were positioned, whether the rider had any chance to
avoid the impact, and whether another driver’s actions contributed to the crash too.

Many modern safety campaigns advocate for the “Dutch Reach” —reaching for the door handle
with the far hand to force a look over the shoulder. When a driver fails to do this and doors a
motorcyclist, it isn't just a mistake. It’s a failure to follow a recognized safety standard. Our
motorcycle accident lawyers use this lack of basic caution to prove that the driver was negligent
from the moment their hand touched the handle.
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Who Can Be At Fault In A Georgia Dooring Motorcycle Crash?

In many dooring cases, the person who opened the door is the most obvious at-fault party. Still,
these crashes can involve more than one layer of fault depending on how the incident
unfolded.

Possible at-fault parties may include:

e The Driver Of The Parked Or Stopped Vehicle: If the driver opened the door into traffic
without checking for an approaching motorcycle, that may directly violate Georgia’s
door-opening rule.

e A Passenger: The statute applies to the person opening the door, not just the person
who was driving the vehicle. A passenger can create the same hazard with the same
consequences.

e Another Driver In Traffic: If a second vehicle forced the motorcycle into the door zone
or made a safe evasive move impossible, that driver may also share fault.

e A Commercial Or Rideshare Operator: If the vehicle was being used for work, delivery,
or rideshare activity, there may be added questions about insurance coverage and
whether the driver was acting within the scope of employment.

That’s one reason these cases need a careful investigation. The person who opened the door
may not be the only party whose conduct matters.

Can The Motorcycle Rider Still Recover Compensation If The Insurance Company
Blames Them?

Yes, potentially.

Georgia follows a fault-based system, and Georgia law also recognizes that an injured person’s
own conduct can affect recovery. Under O.C.G.A. § 51-11-7, a plaintiff can be barred from
recovery if, by ordinary care, they could have avoided the consequences of the defendant’s
negligence. In other cases, the defendant isn’t fully relieved even if the plaintiff contributed in
some way to the injury.

In practical terms, that means the insurance company may try to argue the rider was going too
fast, was riding too close to parked cars, or should have avoided the door. Those arguments
don’t automatically win the case. They’re part of the liability fight.

The real question is whether the rider had a reasonable opportunity to avoid the crash once the
door opened. In many cases, they didn’t.

Why Are Dooring Crashes So Dangerous For Motorcyclists?

A dooring crash sounds minor until you picture what actually happens. A rider may slam directly
into the edge of a car door, get thrown from the bike, or swerve into a travel lane and suffer a
second impact. Even at city speeds, the force can be brutal.
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These crashes often lead to injuries such as:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: Even with a helmet, the rider may strike the door, the vehicle,
or the pavement with enough force to cause serious head trauma.

e Fractures And Crush Injuries: Arms, wrists, shoulders, ribs, hips, and legs are especially
vulnerable when a rider braces for impact or lands hard.

e Spinal Injuries: The sudden twist and throw of the body can damage the spine, discs, or
nerves.

e Road Rash And Soft Tissue Damage: Sliding across pavement can cause severe skin,
muscle, and tissue injuries that go far beyond surface scrapes.

e Wrongful Death Losses: If the crash is fatal, the family may have a wrongful death claim
under Georgia law in addition to other related claims arising from the collision.

Motorcycle riders are often caught in the “door zone,” which is the five-foot space next to
parked cars where a swinging door becomes an immovable wall. At 35 mph, a rider travels over
50 feet per second. If a door opens when the rider is 20 feet away, they have less than half a
second to react. This isn't a failure of the rider to pay attention; it’s a physical impossibility to
stop or swerve safely.

What Evidence Helps Prove Fault In A Dooring Motorcycle Case?

These cases often turn on fast details. A driver may claim the rider came out of nowhere. A
passenger may say they checked before opening the door. The physical evidence usually tells a
much clearer story.

Some of the most important evidence can include:

e Vehicle And Door Damage: The point of impact may help show whether the rider struck
a suddenly opened door or a door that had been standing open longer.

e Scene Photos: Pictures of skid marks, lane position, distance from the curb, and final
resting points can reveal how little time the rider had to react.

e Witness Statements: Independent witnesses may describe whether the door flew open
suddenly or whether the rider was traveling normally.

e Surveillance Or Dashcam Video: Nearby business cameras, residential cameras, or
vehicle cameras can be critical in a crash that happened in seconds.

e Police Reports: These may identify who opened the door and whether any citation or
traffic violation was involved, even though the report itself won’t decide the civil case.

For example, if video shows a rider moving with traffic in a city lane and a car door opens into
that lane just before impact, the defense will have a much harder time pretending the rider
created the entire danger. That kind of evidence can cut through a lot of finger-pointing.

Why Do Insurance Companies Try To Minimize These Claims?
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Because dooring crashes don’t fit the insurance company’s preferred story.

Insurers often like cases where they can blame the motorcycle rider for being exposed, moving
quickly, or supposedly taking on extra risk just by riding. In a dooring case, they may also try to
frame the crash as unavoidable bad luck instead of negligence.

Here’s how that usually shows up:

e They Argue The Rider Should Have Been Farther Away From Parked Cars: That sounds
simple until you look at traffic conditions, lane width, and whether the rider had any
practical room to move.

e They Claim The Rider Was Going Too Fast To React: Even if speed becomes part of the
defense argument, that doesn’t erase the legal duty not to open a door into moving
traffic.

o They Treat The Door Opening Like A Small Mistake: In reality, a small careless act can
still be legally significant when it creates a serious roadway hazard.

e They Downplay The Injury Because The Crash Happened At Lower Speeds: Lower-
speed motorcycle crashes can still cause catastrophic injuries because the rider’s body
takes the force directly.

That’s why these cases need more than a simple accident report reading. They need the
sequence slowed down and examined step by step.

How Can A Dooring Crash Affect Damages In A Georgia Injury Claim?
Once fault is established, the next fight is usually about damages.

A motorcycle rider injured in a dooring crash may be able to pursue compensation for medical
expenses, lost income, reduced earning capacity, pain and suffering, long-term rehabilitation,
and other losses tied to the crash. If the injuries leave lasting limitations, the value of the claim
may extend well beyond the emergency room and initial recovery.

These claims can become even more serious when the rider suffers a permanent disability,
can’t return to the same work, or needs future treatment for orthopedic, neurological, or
cognitive injuries. And if the rider dies from the crash, the surviving family may have wrongful
death and related claims that require a different kind of case presentation.

What Should Riders Know About How These Cases Are Really Decided?

These cases usually aren’t decided by one police report line or one insurance adjuster’s opinion.
They’re decided by evidence, timing, and whether the rider had a fair chance to avoid the
danger once it was created.

That’s what makes dooring cases different from the casual way people talk about them. The
real issue isn’t just that a door opened. It's that someone opened a vehicle into active traffic
when Georgia law says they weren’t supposed to do that unless it was reasonably safe.
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When the defense tries to turn the case into a complaint about where the motorcycle was
riding, it’s often trying to move attention away from the moment the hazard was created.

Frequently Asked Questions About Motorcycle Dooring Crashes
Is Opening A Car Door Into A Motorcycle Lane Or Travel Lane lllegal In Georgia?

Georgia law says a person can’t open a vehicle door on the side facing moving traffic unless it’s
reasonably safe and can be done without interfering with traffic. That rule can directly apply in
a motorcycle dooring crash.

Can A Passenger Be Liable For Causing A Motorcycle Dooring Crash?

Yes. If a passenger opened the door into the rider’s path, that passenger may be legally
responsible because the statute applies to the person opening the door, not just the driver.

What If The Insurance Company Says The Rider Should Have Avoided The Door?

This is a common tactic used to shift blame. The insurance company may even try to claim you
were lane splitting. However, if you were maintaining your lane and a door was thrust into your
path, the law is on your side. Georgia Code § 40-6-243 places the burden on the person in the
stationary vehicle to ensure the coast is clear. We focus the investigation on the driver’s timing,
not your lane position.

Can A Family Bring A Claim If The Rider Was Killed In The Crash?

Yes. If a motorcycle rider dies because of someone else’s negligent act, Georgia law recognizes
a separate cause of action for the injury that caused death, and the family may also have
wrongful death-related claims depending on the circumstances.

What Makes Evidence So Important In A Dooring Case?

These crashes happen fast, and people often remember them differently. Photos, video,
witness statements, and the damage pattern can help show when the door opened, where the
motorcycle was, and whether the rider had any realistic way to avoid impact.

When A Driver Or Passenger Creates The Hazard, The Rider Shouldn’t Be Left Carrying
The Cost

A motorcycle rider can do everything right and still get blindsided by a door opening straight
into traffic. That’s what makes these cases so frustrating. The danger appears in an instant, but
the medical treatment, lost income, and physical pain can last for months, years, or longer.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we know a dooring crash isn’t just an
awkward traffic incident. It can be the start of a serious Georgia injury claim with real questions
about fault, damages, and future losses.
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If you were hurt because a driver or passenger opened a car door into your path, give us a call
or contact us online for a free consultation. We can look at how the crash happened, what
evidence matters most, and what it may take to hold the right party accountable.
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