Who Is At Fault In A Motorcycle Lane-Change Accident In Georgia?

When A Driver Moves Over Without Seeing The Rider, Fault Often Turns On One
Unsafe Decision

A motorcycle lane-change crash can happen in the space of a breath. A driver checks a mirror
too quickly, drifts across the line, and suddenly a rider has nowhere to go. There’s no steel
frame around the motorcycle, no extra buffer to absorb the hit, and often no time to avoid it.
What looks minor on paper can leave a rider with devastating injuries, a totaled bike, and a
fight over who caused the crash.

Our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers at the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates,
P.C. know these cases usually come down to one question: who had the duty to make sure the
lane change could be made safely before moving? In Georgia, that question is tied directly to
the rules of the road.

According to O.C.G.A. § 40-6-48(1), a vehicle must be driven as nearly as practicable within a
single lane and “shall not be moved from such lane until the driver has first ascertained that
such movement can be made with safety.” Georgia’s motorcycle lane statute also says
motorcycles are entitled to the full use of a lane, and no motor vehicle may be driven in a way
that deprives a motorcycle of that full use.

That means fault often starts with the driver who changed lanes. But it doesn’t always end
there.

What Does Georgia Law Say About Unsafe Lane Changes And Motorcycles?

Georgia law gives you a strong starting point in these cases. When a roadway has two or more
clearly marked lanes, a driver must stay within a single lane and may not move from that lane
until the driver has first determined that the movement can be made safely. Georgia law also

says official traffic-control devices prohibiting lane changes must be obeyed.

0.C.G.A. § 40-6-312(a) states that: “All motorcycles are entitled to full use of a lane, and no
motor vehicle shall be driven in such a manner as to deprive any motorcycle of the full use of a
lane.” The same statute also says a motorcycle rider may not overtake and pass in the same
lane occupied by another vehicle, and may not operate between lanes of traffic or between
adjacent lines or rows of vehicles.

That matters for two reasons. First, it gives riders the legal right to their lane space. Second, it
gives insurance companies a place to attack if they believe the rider was trying to share a lane
or ride between cars. The lane-position fight can shape the entire case.

Is The Driver Who Changed Lanes Usually At Fault?
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If a driver moved into the rider’s lane without enough space, failed to check blind spots,

ignored the rider’s presence, or started drifting before it was safe, that driver may carry most or
all of the fault. Georgia’s lane-change rule places the burden on the person changing lanes to
make sure the move can be made safely.

These crashes often happen in a few familiar ways:

e Blind Spot Lane Changes: A driver looks quickly, doesn’t see the motorcycle, and moves
over into the rider’s lane.

e Aggressive Highway Merges: A vehicle cuts over suddenly in congested traffic, leaving
the rider trapped beside another car or near the shoulder.

e Multi-Lane Sweep Movements: A driver crosses more than one lane in a single move
and never properly checks whether a motorcycle is already there.

e Late Exit Or Turn Corrections: A driver realizes too late they need another lane and
darts over without enough room.

The fact pattern may change, but the core issue usually stays the same. The person changing
lanes has to make sure the movement is safe before making it.

Can A Motorcycle Rider Share Fault In A Lane-Change Crash?

Arider isn’t automatically blameless just because another vehicle moved into their lane.
Georgia fault analysis still looks at the whole sequence. If the rider was speeding, making an
unsafe pass, or trying to ride between lanes, the defense may argue the rider shares
responsibility.

Georgia’s motorcycle statute is especially important here because it bars riders from overtaking
and passing in the same lane occupied by another vehicle and from operating between lanes or
between adjacent lines or rows of vehicles.

The Georgia DDS Motorcycle Operators Manual reinforces that point in practical terms. It tells
riders not to share lanes with other vehicles, warns against riding between rows of stopped or
moving motor vehicles, and advises riders to avoid lingering in a vehicle’s blind spot because
vehicles in the next lane may unexpectedly change direction. The same manual says motorcycle
signals are especially important because they make riders easier to spot.

However, that doesn’t just mean the insurance company gets to blame the rider every time. It
means the facts matter. A defense argument that sounds simple on day one may fall apart once
the spacing, timing, and lane positions are actually examined.

What Evidence Usually Helps Prove Fault In A Lane-Change Motorcycle Accident?
These cases often turn on details that disappear fast unless someone preserves them.

Some of the most useful evidence includes:
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e Dashcam Or Surveillance Video: Video may show whether the driver signaled, how
abruptly they moved over, and where the motorcycle was positioned before impact.

e Vehicle Damage Patterns: The contact points on the motorcycle and the car can help
show who moved into whom.

e Police Report And Citations: Georgia’s Traffic Court Reference Manual lists improper or
erratic lane change, failure to maintain lane, and failure to signal lane change as
reportable violations, which can matter if the investigating officer cited the driver or
documented the sequence that led to the crash.

e Witness Statements: Drivers in nearby lanes often notice whether the motorcycle was
traveling normally or whether the car suddenly drifted over.

e Scene Photos And Lane Markings: Pictures of the roadway, skid marks, debris, and lane
lines can help reconstruct how much room the rider had.

For example, if a driver claims the motorcycle “came out of nowhere,” but dashcam footage
shows the bike had been traveling steadily in the lane for several seconds before impact, that
changes the case immediately. It turns a vague accusation into a measurable failure to look
before moving.

Why Do Lane-Change Motorcycle Cases So Often Become Visibility Fights?
Drivers often say some version of the same thing all the time: “I never saw the motorcycle.”

That statement may explain the crash, but it doesn’t excuse it. Georgia’s motorcycle lane
statute gives motorcycles the full use of a lane, and Georgia’s general lane-change rule requires
the driver to make sure the movement can be made safely before leaving the lane.

The DDS Motorcycle Operators Manual also warns that riders are vulnerable to vehicles in
adjacent lanes because those vehicles may unexpectedly change direction, and it emphasizes
the importance of signals, visibility, and lane position.

In other words, these crashes often sit at the intersection of two realities. Riders are harder to
see than larger vehicles. But drivers still have a duty to see what’s there before moving over.
That means a blind spot isn’t a defense if the driver failed to check it carefully enough.

How Does Georgia Comparative Fault Affect A Motorcycle Lane-Change Claim?

Georgia follows a modified comparative fault rule. That means a rider can still recover damages
if they were partly at fault, so long as they were less than 50 percent responsible. Their
recovery is reduced by their share of fault. If they are 50 percent or more at fault, recovery is
barred. O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33 governs how fault is apportioned among the parties in Georgia tort
cases.

That’s why insurance companies fight so hard over the rider’s exact location, speed, and
movement. If they can move the blame needle high enough, they can cut the claim down
dramatically or wipe it out altogether.
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This is also where bad assumptions about motorcycles do real damage. Some adjusters start
from the idea that the rider must have been weaving, speeding, or taking risks. The evidence
has to cut through that bias.

Why Can These Crashes Cause Such Serious Injuries?

A lane-change crash doesn’t have to happen at extreme speed to cause major harm. A rider

clipped by a vehicle changing lanes may be thrown off balance, pushed into another vehicle,
forced into a barrier, or knocked onto the pavement. Once the motorcycle loses stability, the
body takes the punishment directly.

Common injuries in these crashes include:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: Even with a helmet, the rider may suffer a concussion or more
serious head trauma.

e Spinal Injuries: A side-impact or fall can damage discs, vertebrae, or the spinal cord.

e Fractures And Crush Injuries: Legs, ankles, wrists, ribs, and shoulders are especially
exposed in side-swipe and pinning crashes.

e Road Rash And Soft Tissue Damage: Sliding across pavement can leave long-term
scarring and tissue loss.

That’s why a “simple lane-change accident” can turn into a high-value injury claim. The event
may sound routine. The consequences rarely are.

What Makes These Cases Harder Than They First Look?
Lane-change motorcycle crashes often look obvious until both sides start telling the story.

The driver says the rider was in a blind spot. The rider says the car moved over without
warning. The insurance company says the bike was moving too fast. The physical evidence says
something else. That’s where these cases are really decided.

A lot of the work goes into slowing the sequence down. Who was established in the lane first?
Was there a signal? How much time passed between the movement and the impact? Was the
rider lane-sharing or simply occupying the full lane the law gives them? Those aren’t side
guestions. They are the case.

When A Driver Cuts Into A Rider’s Lane, The Case Often Comes Down To What The
Evidence Shows

A motorcycle rider can be doing everything right and still get caught in the space another driver
decided to take. That’s what makes these crashes so dangerous and so frustrating. The impact
happens fast, but the fallout can last for months, years, or longer.

Since 1993, the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates has been fighting for Georgia’s
injured, and we’ve recovered over S1 billion for Georgia families. If you were hurt in a
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motorcycle lane-change crash, give us a call or contact us online for a free consultation. We
handle these cases on a contingency-fee basis, which means there are no upfront costs, and
you pay nothing unless we win your case.
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A lane-change motorcycle crash often turns on whether the driver made sure the move could
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