
What Happens When A Driver Backs Out In Front Of A 
Motorcycle In Georgia? 

A Backing Crash Can Leave A Rider With Serious Injuries And A Fast Fight 
Over Fault 

Some motorcycle crashes happen at highway speed. Others happen in a parking lot, at the 
edge of a driveway, or just as a rider is passing a parked vehicle that suddenly starts 
moving backward. Those crashes can look minor from a distance, but they rarely feel 
minor to the rider who takes the hit. A backing vehicle can knock a motorcycle off balance 
instantly, pin a leg, throw the rider onto the pavement, or force the bike into another car or 
fixed object. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle 
accident lawyers have seen how these cases can turn into serious injury claims even when 
the vehicles weren’t moving fast.  

Georgia’s backing statute says a driver shall not back a vehicle unless the movement can 
be made with safety and without interfering with other traffic. Georgia DDS also warns 
drivers that backing is always dangerous because you can’t see everything behind your 
vehicle. 

What Does Georgia Law Say About Backing A Vehicle? 

Georgia law puts the duty on the driver who is backing up. 

Under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-240, a driver may not back a vehicle unless that movement can be 
made safely and without interfering with other traffic. DDS guidance echoes that point in 
plain language, warning drivers to avoid backing whenever possible and to back slowly 
while checking the path carefully. 

That matters in a motorcycle case because a rider already in the lane or travel path usually 
has very little time to react when a car suddenly reverses into it. The legal question often 
starts there: was the driver backing only when it was actually safe to do so? 

Is The Driver Usually At Fault In A Backing Motorcycle Accident? 

In many cases, yes. If a driver backs out of a parking space, driveway, alley, or roadside 
spot into the path of an approaching motorcycle, that driver often carries the primary fault 
because Georgia law requires backing movements to be made safely and without 
interfering with traffic.  

DDS’s own driver guidance says drivers should look at their path, use mirrors on both 
sides, back slowly, and use a helper whenever possible. 
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That said, insurance companies still look for ways to shift blame. They may argue the rider 
was speeding, wasn’t visible enough, or was traveling in a place the driver didn’t expect 
traffic to be. Those arguments don’t automatically win the case. They simply mean the 
facts have to be developed carefully. 

Where Do These Crashes Usually Happen? 

Backing crashes involving motorcycles often happen in places drivers wrongly treat as low-
risk. 

Common locations include: 

• Parking Lots: A driver backs out of a space without seeing a rider moving through 
the lane. 

• Driveways: A vehicle reverses into the roadway while the motorcycle is already 
approaching. 

• Apartment Complexes Or Private Roads: Tight lanes and parked cars can make 
visibility worse for both sides. 

• Street Parking Areas: A driver leaves a curbside spot and backs directly into a 
rider’s path. 

What makes these locations dangerous is the false sense of control. Drivers often assume 
they’ll have time to back out slowly and sort things out as they go. For a motorcycle rider, 
that’s often too late. DDS’s backing guidance specifically stresses that backing is 
inherently dangerous because visibility is limited. 

Can A Motorcycle Rider Ever Share Fault In One Of These Cases? 

Yes, potentially. Georgia follows a modified comparative fault rule, which means fault can 
be divided among multiple parties. A rider can still recover damages if they were less than 
50 percent at fault, but the recovery is reduced by that percentage. If the rider is 50 percent 
or more at fault, recovery is barred. That apportionment rule is governed by O.C.G.A. § 51-
12-33. 

In a backing case, the defense may try to argue the rider was moving too fast for the area, 
cutting through a parking lot unsafely, or failed to react in time. Whether those arguments 
hold up depends on the actual evidence, not just what the driver says after the fact. 

Why Are These Crashes Often Worse Than They Sound? 

Because a motorcycle doesn’t need much contact to become unstable. 

A backing collision may happen at a lower speed, but even a slow reverse movement can 
cause a rider to lay the bike down, strike the side of the vehicle, get thrown onto the 
pavement, or suffer a leg-crush injury between the bike and the car. A rider can also swerve 
to avoid the reversing vehicle and end up hitting another car, a curb, or a fixed object. 
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These crashes often lead to injuries such as: 

• Fractures: Wrists, ankles, legs, ribs, and shoulders are especially vulnerable in a 
sudden tip-over or side hit. 

• Crush Injuries: A rider’s lower extremity may be trapped between the motorcycle 
and the reversing vehicle. 

• Traumatic Brain Injuries: A fall to the pavement can cause severe head trauma 
even in a low-speed sequence. 

• Soft Tissue And Road Rash Injuries: The pavement often does the second round of 
damage after the initial contact. 

That’s why a defense argument like “it was only a backing accident” doesn’t say much. The 
better question is what the rider’s body had to absorb after that backing movement created 
the hazard. 

What Evidence Helps Prove Fault In A Backing Motorcycle Crash? 

These cases often come down to practical evidence more than dramatic evidence. 

Some of the most useful proof includes: 

• Surveillance Or Dashcam Video: Parking lots, businesses, and apartment 
complexes sometimes capture the entire backing sequence. 

• Scene Photos: The position of the motorcycle, vehicle, and impact points can help 
show who moved into whom. 

• Witness Statements: People nearby may have seen whether the motorcycle was 
already there and whether the driver checked before backing. 

• Vehicle Damage: Contact points can help show whether the motorcycle struck a 
reversing vehicle or whether the vehicle reversed into the bike. 

• Police Report And Citations: Georgia’s traffic reference materials identify backing 
and right-of-way violations that may matter if the investigating officer documented 
them. 

For example, if a driver insists the rider “came out of nowhere,” but parking-lot footage 
shows the motorcycle moving predictably while the vehicle backs suddenly from a blind 
spot, that changes the whole case. 

Why Do Insurance Companies Try To Make These Cases Sound Like Shared 
Mistakes? 

Because backing crashes are easy to blur. 

The insurer may say the rider should’ve seen the car moving. It may argue the bike was in a 
parking-lot lane, not a main roadway, as if that erases the backing driver’s duty to move 
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safely. It may also try to frame the whole thing as a low-speed inconvenience rather than a 
serious injury event. 

But Georgia’s backing law doesn’t say a driver can reverse first and sort it out later. It puts 
the burden on the driver to make sure the movement can be made safely and without 
interfering with traffic. DDS guidance reinforces the same common-sense point: because 
you cannot see everything behind your vehicle, backing is always dangerous. 

That’s why these cases often turn on whether the defense can distract from the basic rule 
the backing driver was supposed to follow. 

How Can A Backing Crash Affect The Value Of A Georgia Injury Claim? 

A backing crash may sound simple, but the damages often aren’t. 

If the rider suffers a fracture, needs surgery, misses work, or is left with lasting pain or 
mobility limits, the claim may involve far more than bike repairs and an ER bill. A rider may 
also have future medical needs, lost earning capacity, and pain-and-suffering damages 
tied to the crash. 

And if comparative fault becomes part of the defense strategy, the value of the case may 
turn heavily on how clearly the evidence shows the driver created the danger by backing 
unsafely. In other words, these cases are often won or lost not on whether the crash 
happened, but on how cleanly the sequence can be shown. 

How A Motorcycle Accident Lawyer Can Help 

A backing crash can happen so fast that the driver later treats it like an accident nobody 
could’ve prevented. But Georgia law says otherwise. A driver isn’t supposed to back up 
unless that movement can be made safely, and for a motorcycle rider already in the path, 
the difference between safe and unsafe may be a matter of seconds. 

Gary Martin Hays & Associates has been fighting for Georgia’s injured since 1993, and 
we’ve recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families. If you were hurt because a driver 
backed out in front of your motorcycle, give us a call or contact us online for a free 
consultation. We handle motorcycle injury claims in Georgia on a contingency-fee basis, 
so there’s no upfront cost to hire our firm. 
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