Who Is At Fault In A Georgia Bicycle Lane Accident?

Fault Usually Turns On How The Crash Happened Inside The Lane And Who
Failed To Yield

A bicycle lane is supposed to create a safer space for riders, but it doesn’t remove the danger. A
driver can still drift into it, cut across it to turn, park in it, or open a door into it. A cyclist can still
get hit in a place that was supposed to provide protection. When that happens, the legal issue
usually comes down to a simple question with a messy answer: who failed to respect the lane
and the rider already in it?

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia bicycle accident lawyers
know these cases rarely stay simple for long. The insurance company may try to treat every
bike lane crash like it was partly the cyclist’s fault. But Georgia law gives bicyclists clear rights on
the roadway, and drivers crossing or interfering with a bicycle lane still have duties they can’t
ignore.

What Georgia Law Says About Bicycle Lanes

Georgia’s rules matter a lot in these cases because they shape where the cyclist had a right to
be and what the driver was supposed to do. The Georgia Department of Driver Service says that
bicyclists are legally entitled to use the full lane and are not required to ride in a bike lane even
when one is present.

DDS also explains that drivers are prohibited from driving or parking in a bicycle lane except to
cross it in order to make a turn, and when crossing a bicycle lane to turn, motorists must yield
to bicyclists who are present.

Georgia’s bicycle roadway statute also says a person operating a bicycle in a bicycle lane must
ride in the same direction as traffic. That same statute, O.C.G.A. § 40-6-294, spells out when
cyclists may ride away from the right side of the roadway, including when avoiding hazards to
safe cycling and when the lane is too narrow to share safely with a motor vehicle.

It even defines “hazards to safe cycling” to include parked or stopped vehicles and potentially
opening car doors. That means a bike lane accident doesn’t start from the assumption that the
cyclist was in the wrong place. In many cases, the cyclist was exactly where Georgia law allowed
them to be.

What Kinds Of Bicycle Lane Crashes Happen Most Often?

Bike lane crashes usually fall into a few familiar patterns, and each one raises a different liability
issue.
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e Right-Turn Conflicts: A driver cuts across the bicycle lane to turn right without yielding
to the cyclist already there. DDS specifically says motorists crossing a bicycle lane to
make a turn must yield to bicyclists that are present.

e Dooring Crashes: A driver or passenger opens a door into the cyclist’s path. Georgia’s
bicycle statute expressly identifies potentially opening car doors as hazards to safe
cycling.

e Drivers Entering Or Blocking The Lane: DDS says drivers of motor vehicles are
prohibited from driving or parking in a bicycle lane except when crossing it to turn.

e Sideswipe Or Drift Collisions: A driver fails to maintain lane position and clips a cyclist
traveling lawfully within or alongside the bike lane. Georgia’s general lane rule requires
vehicles to remain within a single lane until movement can be made safely.

That’s why “bike lane accident” is only the starting point. The real issue is the sequence inside
that lane and which person created the danger.

In many of these scenarios, the cyclist is already established in the lane with little room to
react, which is why the timing of the driver’s movement often becomes the most important
detail.

When The Driver Is Usually At Fault

In a lot of Georgia bicycle lane cases, fault begins with the driver because the driver crossed
into a protected space without yielding or without making sure the movement was safe.

That can happen when a motorist turns across the lane, stops in it, parks in it, or opens a door
into it. DDS is clear that motorists must yield when crossing a bicycle lane to turn, and Georgia’s
roadway statute recognizes parked vehicles and opening doors as hazards cyclists may lawfully
react to. Those rules make it much harder for a driver to argue they were free to treat the bike
lane like empty space.

For example, if a cyclist is traveling straight in a marked bicycle lane and a driver cuts across
that lane to make a right turn without yielding, the liability picture often starts there. The lane
didn’t disappear just because the driver wanted to turn.

When Fault Gets More Complicated

Not every bicycle lane case is one-sided. The defense may argue the cyclist was traveling
against traffic, entered the lane unpredictably, ignored a signal, or failed to exercise reasonable
care after a hazard became visible.

Georgia law does give bicyclists rights, but it also imposes duties. O.C.G.A. § 40-6-294 says
cyclists riding in a bicycle lane must travel in the same direction as traffic, and DDS says
bicyclists are subject to many of the same traffic rules as drivers. That means lane position,
direction of travel, traffic signals, and visibility can all become part of the liability fight.



Georgia’s comparative fault law also matters here. Under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33, damages are
reduced by a plaintiff’s percentage of fault, and recovery is barred if the plaintiff is 50 percent
or more responsible. That’s why insurance companies often try to shift just enough blame onto
the cyclist to reduce or eliminate the claim.

The Evidence That Usually Decides These Cases

Bike lane crashes often happen fast, but the evidence can still tell the story if it’s preserved
early.

Some of the strongest proof usually includes:

e Dashcam Or Surveillance Video: This can show whether the cyclist was established in
the lane, whether the driver crossed into it, and whether a turn or lane movement
happened suddenly.

e Scene Photos: Lane markings, parked vehicles, skid marks, and the position of the
bicycle and vehicle can all matter.

¢ Vehicle And Bike Damage: Contact points can help show whether the driver cut into the
lane, opened a door, or sideswiped the cyclist.

e Witness Statements: Nearby drivers, pedestrians, or other cyclists may have seen who
moved into whom.

e Police Report And Citations: These may help identify whether the driver violated
roadway rules involving yielding, turning, or bicycle lane use.

When the evidence is clear, the defense has a much harder time turning a bike lane crash into a
vague blame-sharing argument.

Why These Cases Can Lead To Serious Injury Claims

A bicycle lane doesn’t protect the rider the way a vehicle protects a driver. If a car clips a cyclist,
cuts them off in the lane, or opens a door into them, the rider may be thrown directly into the
pavement or into moving traffic.

That’s why bike lane crashes can lead to traumatic brain injuries, fractures, facial injuries, spinal
trauma, and severe road rash. DDS’s sharing-the-road guidance stresses that motorists should
approach cyclists with caution, provide space, and be prepared to slow down or change lanes if
needed. The same DDS materials note that the minimum legal space for a motorist passing a
bicyclist is three feet. When drivers ignore those rules, the cyclist’s body pays the price.

Even a low-speed impact can translate into significant injuries when the cyclist has no
protection and nowhere to absorb the force. For the injured cyclist, it can turn into surgery,
months off work, and a long fight with an insurer that wants to minimize the claim.

How Damages Are Evaluated After A Bicycle Lane Accident

In a bicycle lane accident case, damages are often tied to:
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e The Severity Of The Impact: Whether the cyclist was struck directly, forced off the bike,
or pushed into traffic.

e Time Away From Work: Missed income during recovery and any limits on returning to
the same type of work.

e Ongoing Physical Limitations: Reduced mobility, chronic pain, or lasting impairment.

e Medical Treatment Over Time: Surgeries, follow-up care, and rehabilitation that extend
beyond the initial injury.

e Changes To Daily Life: The ability to ride, commute, exercise, or carry out normal
routines.

e The Clarity Of Liability: Strong evidence showing the driver entered or blocked the lane
can significantly affect how the claim is valued.

In many cases, the difference between a low offer and full compensation comes down to
whether the crash is framed as a shared mistake or a preventable violation of the cyclist’s right
of way.

FAQs About Georgia Bicycle Lane Accidents
Does A Driver Have To Yield When Crossing A Bicycle Lane To Turn?

Yes. Georgia DDS says drivers crossing over a bicycle lane to make a turn must yield to bicyclists
that are present.

Do Cyclists Have To Use A Bike Lane In Georgia?

Not automatically. DDS says bicyclists are legally entitled to use the full lane and are not
required to be in a bike lane even when one is present.

Can A Driver Park In A Bicycle Lane?

No, not as a general rule. DDS says drivers of motor vehicles are prohibited from driving or
parking in the bicycle lane except to cross it in order to make a turn.

What If The Insurance Company Says The Cyclist Shares Fault?

That argument comes up often. Georgia comparative fault law allows damages to be reduced
by the cyclist’s percentage of fault, and recovery is barred if the cyclist is 50 percent or more
responsible.

What If The Cyclist Was Avoiding A Hazard Near The Right Edge Of The Road?

Georgia’s bicycle roadway statute specifically allows a cyclist to ride away from the right side
when avoiding hazards to safe cycling, and the statute says those hazards include parked or
stopped vehicles and potentially opening car doors.



A Bicycle Lane Crash Often Comes Down To Whether The Driver Respected The Space
The Law Gave The Rider

A marked bike lane may look simple, but the legal issues associated with crashes usually aren’t.
These cases often turn on whether the cyclist had the right to be there, whether the driver

entered the lane safely, and whether the evidence shows the rider was forced into a crash they
had little chance to avoid.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., we’ve been fighting for Georgia’s
injured since 1993, and we’ve recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families. If you were hurt in
a Georgia bicycle lane accident, give us a call or contact us online for a free consultation. We
handle injury cases on a contingency-fee basis, so there’s no upfront cost to hire our firm, and
you pay nothing unless we win your case.
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