Why Every Georgia Motorcyclist Needs Uninsured Motorist Coverage

How A Single Insurance Decision Made Years Before A Crash Determines What
Recovery Looks Like

A motorcyclist riding home on a Saturday afternoon never plans for the moment a driver pulls
into their lane without looking. The crash itself is over in under two seconds. The recovery, on
the other hand, can stretch over years. Surgeries, physical therapy, lost income, modified
housing, and the slow work of rebuilding a life damaged by someone else's inattention all carry
a price tag. When the at-fault driver carries minimum-limit liability coverage, or no coverage at
all, the rider's ability to recover those costs depends almost entirely on the uninsured motorist
coverage written into the rider's own motorcycle policy years before the wreck ever happened.

That single insurance choice, often made in less than five minutes during a routine policy
renewal, can be the difference between a meaningful recovery and a financial collapse. At the
Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident lawyers
see this play out in case after case. The riders who carry strong uninsured and underinsured
motorist coverage have options. The riders who do not have run out of road by the time the
bills arrive.

Understanding what UM and UIM coverage actually does, what Georgia law allows, and why
the typical at-fault liability limit is almost never enough is the first step toward protecting
yourself and your family before the next ride begins.

The Coverage Gap Most Motorcyclists Don’t See Coming

Georgia law sets the minimum bodily injury liability limits at $25,000 per person and $50,000
per accident under O.C.G.A. § 33-7-11. Those numbers were last meaningfully updated decades
ago. Hospital stays, surgical care, and modern rehabilitation have far outpaced the statutory
floor.

A motorcyclist who suffers a serious crash often runs through the at-fault driver's $25,000
bodily injury limit before they leave the trauma unit. The next ambulance ride to a long-term
rehabilitation facility, the surgical hardware to repair a femur, the months of physical therapy,
and the lost wages from time away from work all stack on top of the gap. Without uninsured or
underinsured motorist coverage, that gap is the rider's problem.

This is the math that catches riders off guard. A driver who hits a motorcyclist may be carrying
exactly the minimum the law allows. The rider who survives is then expected to absorb the rest
of the cost out of pocket. That outcome is not a failure of the legal system. It is a failure of the
rider's own coverage stack.

Uninsured Motorist Coverage At Work

Uninsured motorist coverage is first-party insurance that the rider buys on their own policy. It
steps in to pay when the at-fault driver has no insurance, when the at-fault driver cannot be
identified, or when the at-fault driver's coverage is exhausted. The coverage typically pays for
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medical expenses, lost income, pain and suffering, and other categories of harm that would
otherwise be covered by the at-fault driver's liability insurance.

Georgia treats UM coverage as the rider's safety net. It applies in three core scenarios:

¢ The At-Fault Driver Has No Insurance: The driver who hit the rider is uninsured. UM
steps in.

¢ The At-Fault Driver Cannot Be Identified: A hit-and-run driver, or a no-contact crash
where a phantom vehicle caused the wreck and disappeared, both qualify. UM steps in.

¢ The At-Fault Driver Has Insufficient Insurance: The driver carries some coverage, but it
is exhausted before the rider's damages are paid in full. Underinsured motorist
coverage, the UIM portion of UM, fills the remaining gap.

In each scenario, the rider's own policy effectively stands in the shoes of the missing or
insufficient liability coverage. Without UM, those gaps simply remain unpaid.

Add-On Versus Reduction Coverage In Georgia

Georgia is one of the few states that gives drivers a choice between two structurally different
forms of UM coverage, and the choice matters more than most riders realize.

e Add-On UM Coverage: Stacks on top of the at-fault driver's liability coverage. If the at-
fault driver carries $25,000 in bodily injury liability and the rider carries $50,000 in add-
on UM, the rider has $75,000 in available coverage.

e Reduction UM Coverage: Reduces by the amount of the at-fault driver's liability
coverage. If the at-fault driver carries $25,000 and the rider carries $50,000 in reduction
UM, the rider has $50,000 total in available coverage. The reduction structure produces
a smaller effective limit at the same premium.

Add-on coverage almost always costs slightly more, and almost always pays meaningfully more.
Many riders end up with reduction coverage by default because they never asked the question
or because the agent quoted the cheaper option without explaining the trade-off.

Stacking UM Coverage Across Vehicles And Policies

Stacking is the practice of combining UM limits across multiple vehicles or policies to produce a
larger effective coverage pool. Georgia law permits stacking under specific circumstances, and
the structure of the rider's coverage portfolio matters.

A rider who owns a motorcycle, a passenger vehicle, and a second household vehicle, all with
UM coverage, may be able to stack the UM limits across all three vehicles in a covered crash.
The exact rules depend on the policy language, the relationships between the insureds, and
which household members are eligible to access the coverage.

A rider in a household with multiple drivers may also have access to UM coverage on a parent's,
spouse's, or domestic partner's policy depending on residency and policy definitions. Insurance
carriers do not volunteer this information. Riders and their families have to find it.

The UM Carrier's Quiet Incentive To Underpay
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When a motorcyclist is injured by an underinsured driver, the rider's own UM carrier becomes

the source of the payment. That carrier has a structural incentive to minimize what it pays. The
friendly tone of the call from the rider's own insurer can mask a process designed to underpay

the claim.

Common UM carrier tactics include:

* Quick-Settlement Pressure: A check arrives within days for a fraction of the actual
damages, with a release that closes the entire claim.

e Recorded Statement Demands: The carrier asks for an early recorded statement,
knowing that pre-treatment testimony rarely captures the full extent of the injuries.

¢ Independent Medical Examinations: A physician selected and paid by the carrier
reviews the rider's injuries and produces an opinion that minimizes the diagnosis or
attributes symptoms to a pre-existing condition.

o Offset Arguments: The carrier may argue that workers' compensation, health insurance,
or other benefits should reduce what UM pays.

e Comparative Fault Pressure: Even when liability is clear, the carrier may try to attach a
fault percentage to the rider that reduces recovery under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33.

e Conspicuity Defense: The recurring argument that the rider's lights, gear, or lane
position contributed to the failure of the other driver to see them.

A rider walking into a UM negotiation alone is usually outmatched. A rider with counsel that
knows the playbook is in a substantially stronger position.

The Catastrophic Injuries That Drain Liability Limits Quickly

UM coverage matters most in serious crashes because serious motorcycle injuries blow past
minimum liability limits faster than almost any other category of personal injury claim.

The injury patterns that recur in motorcycle crashes include:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: Even with a properly fitted helmet, head trauma produces
both immediate medical costs and long-term cognitive, occupational, and psychological
consequences.

e Spinal Cord Damage: Long-term spinal injuries can produce paralysis and the need for
lifetime care, modified housing, and assistive technology.

e Multiple Fractures: Fractures and crush injuries often require surgical hardware, repeat
operations, and extended physical therapy.

e Severe Road Rash: Sliding across pavement at speed produces injuries that demand
debridement, dressing changes, and sometimes skin grafting, and can leave permanent
scarring.

e Arm And Wrist Injuries: Biker arm injuries are a recurring consequence of the bracing
reflex during a forward fall.

¢ Internal Organ Damage: Liver, spleen, and lung injuries from blunt-force trauma may
require emergency exploratory surgery and prolonged ICU stays.
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The medical course in a serious motorcycle crash often runs years, not months, with cumulative
costs that easily exceed $250,000, $500,000, or more. Against a $25,000 minimum liability limit,
the math is brutal.

How Hit-And-Run Motorcyclists Lean On UM Coverage

A motorcyclist hit by a driver who flees the scene may have no other source of recovery beyond
their own UM coverage. The investigation will work to identify the at-fault driver, but in many
cases the driver is never found.

Georgia's UM statute, 0.C.G.A. § 33-7-11, treats unidentified at-fault drivers as uninsured for
purposes of UM coverage. The rider's policy steps in. The carrier may demand independent
corroboration, such as eyewitness testimony, surveillance footage, or physical evidence
consistent with a phantom vehicle. The faster that evidence is captured, the stronger the UM
claim becomes.

This is where UM and the no-contact crash framework intersect. Both rest on the same
principle. If the at-fault driver cannot be made to pay, the rider's own coverage has to.

What Riders Should Be Doing Right Now

A rider who has not reviewed UM coverage in the past 12 months is almost certainly carrying
less than the situation calls for. The actions that protect the family before the next crash are
not complicated.

e Pull Out The Declarations Page: Find the line that says "Uninsured Motorist." Note the
limits and whether the policy is add-on or reduction.

e Compare The Limits To Realistic Crash Costs: A serious motorcycle crash often produces
$300,000 to $1,000,000 in damages. UM limits should be evaluated against that range,
not against the minimum.

e Ask The Agent About Add-On Versus Reduction: Switching from reduction to add-on
usually costs less than most riders expect.

e Ask About Stacking Across Household Vehicles: A household with multiple insured
vehicles may be able to stack UM limits in a covered crash, depending on policy
language.

e Request A Written Quote For Higher UM Limits: $100,000, $250,000, and $500,000
limits are often available for modest premium increases.

e Verify That The Policy Covers Hit-And-Run And Phantom Vehicle Scenarios: Most
Georgia UM policies do, but verifying it is wise.

e Save A PDF Of The Declarations Page Somewhere Accessible: The first 72 hours after a
crash are not the time to learn that the policy paperwork is in a desk drawer in a house
the rider cannot get back to.

These steps take less than an afternoon and can change the financial outcome of a future crash
by an order of magnitude.



When The Rider Already Has The Crash Behind Them

Riders who are reading this after a crash, not before, still have options. Even when the at-fault
driver's coverage is minimal, the rider's UM coverage may apply, and the family may have
stacking opportunities they have not yet identified.

The analysis includes:

e Identifying Every Available Policy: The rider's own policy, household member policies,
and any policy on which the rider is named as an insured.

e Determining The Order Of Recovery: Liability coverage from the at-fault driver typically
pays first, and UM steps in once liability is exhausted or unavailable.

e Calculating The Stacking Picture: Add-on versus reduction, household vehicles, and any
business or umbrella policies that may apply.

¢ Understanding The Procedural Requirements: Notice provisions, cooperation clauses,
and the timing of UM claim filings all carry deadlines that can affect the outcome.

A serious crash with significant damages almost always benefits from a careful review of every
policy that could possibly apply.

Comparative Fault Inside A UM Claim

Georgia's modified comparative fault rule under O.C.G.A. § 51-12-33 reduces a rider's recovery
by their percentage of fault and bars it entirely above 50 percent. UM carriers in motorcycle
cases often try to push the rider's fault percentage upward to reduce the carrier's exposure.

The recurring arguments include the rider was traveling too fast for conditions, the rider was
not adequately visible, the rider could have braked or swerved more effectively, or the rider
was filtering through traffic in an unsafe manner. Each of these arguments is a comparative-
fault wedge. Each one has to be answered with evidence rather than rhetoric.

A rider who carries strong UM coverage and is also represented by counsel that knows the
playbook is in the strongest possible position to recover what the case is actually worth.

The Pattern Matters In Every UM Case

Motorcycle UM cases follow recurring patterns. The same arguments come from the same
insurers. The same injuries blow through the same minimum limits. Riders deserve counsel who
has handled these claims before and knows how to push past the carrier's first denial.

Since 1993, our firm has been fighting for Georgia's injured motorcyclists. With over S1 billion
recovered for Georgia families, our team has handled UM and UIM claims of every size, from
minimum-limit hit-and-run cases to multi-policy stacking analyses on catastrophic crashes. We
know what questions to ask the carrier, what evidence to lock down, and how to make sure the
coverage the rider paid for actually does its job.

If you're a Georgia motorcyclist who’s been hurt in a crash where the at-fault driver had little or
no insurance, or if you simply want to understand what your own UM coverage actually does
before the next ride, contact us today for a free case evaluation. Our representation is fully
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contingency-based for crash claims, which means there are no upfront costs, no hourly bills,
and no fee unless we recover for you.



