Right-Hook Bicycle Accidents And Why Georgia Drivers Often Cause
Them

How A Driver's Right Turn Across A Cyclist's Path Becomes A Catastrophic Crash
In Seconds

A cyclist riding north on a Georgia city street is doing everything correctly. They’re in the bike
lane, lights are on, hands are on the brakes, and they’re passing a row of cars stopped at a red
light. The light turns green. The car at the front of the line accelerates forward and, without any
warning signal, swings hard right into a side street. The cyclist has nowhere to go. The right turn
cuts directly across the bike lane, the cyclist strikes the passenger side of the vehicle, and a
routine commute ends in a trauma bay.

This is the right-hook crash, and it is one of the most common ways drivers seriously injure
cyclists in Georgia. At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia
bicycle accident lawyers see the right-hook fact pattern in city after city, often at intersections
that have never received the safety attention they deserve.

The mechanics, the law, and the insurance defense playbook in right-hook cases all follow
predictable lines. The cyclists who suffer the consequences deserve a clear understanding of
how the case is built.

Inside A Right-Hook Crash

A right-hook happens when a driver passing or sitting alongside a cyclist makes a right turn
directly across the cyclist's path. The classic pattern has three elements. The cyclist is riding in a
bike lane or along the right edge of a travel lane. The driver is in the same direction of travel,
often slightly ahead of or even with the cyclist. The driver initiates a right turn into a driveway,
side street, or parking lot without yielding to the cyclist who is already in or alongside that path.

Two seconds is roughly all the time the cyclist has from the moment the driver starts the turn
until the moment of impact. That window is too short for evasive maneuvering on a bicycle.
Hard braking risks a forward fall. Hard swerving puts the cyclist into traffic. The crash often
happens at the front passenger door or right rear quarter panel of the vehicle.

This is a close cousin of the bicycle dooring crash but with a moving vehicle instead of a
stationary one. The injuries that follow are often just as severe.

Drivers Keep Causing Right-Hook Crashes

Right-hook crashes share the same root cause as left-cross motorcycle crashes. The driver fails
to scan for a smaller, narrower vehicle that has every right to be where it is.

The recurring failure modes include:

e Mirror Blind Spots: A cyclist riding in a bike lane to the right of a vehicle may sit squarely
in the driver's right blind spot during the moments before the turn.
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e Failure To Shoulder Check: Drivers turning right rely on side mirrors but skip the
shoulder check that would catch a cyclist coming up alongside.

e No Turn Signal: A driver who turns without signaling deprives the cyclist of any chance
to react.

e Speed Misjudgment: Drivers underestimate how fast a cyclist is closing, especially on a
downbhill stretch or when the cyclist is moving with the flow of stopped traffic.

e Distracted Driving: A glance at a phone or a navigation system at the moment of the
turn can be the difference between a yielded turn and a collision.

e Aggressive Pass-And-Turn: Some drivers actively pass a cyclist and then turn right
immediately, treating the cyclist's lawful position as an obstacle to maneuver around
rather than a vehicle to yield to.

None of these failures excuse the driver. They simply explain why the same crash happens at
the same kinds of intersections over and over again.

The Injuries That Follow A Right-Hook Strike

A cyclist hit during a right-hook crash absorbs the collision energy in a particular sequence. The
bike strikes the side of the vehicle. The cyclist often goes over the handlebars. The body strikes
the vehicle, the pavement, or both.

Common injuries include:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: Even properly fitted helmets can fail to prevent head trauma
when the cyclist strikes the pavement at speed. Concussion symptoms can be missed in
the chaos of the emergency department, only to surface days later.

e Facial And Dental Injuries: Going over the handlebars often drives the rider's face into
the vehicle, the pavement, or the bicycle itself.

e Fractures To Wrists, Collarbones, And Ribs: The instinctive bracing reflex during a
forward fall transmits force directly into the upper body.

e Pelvic And Hip Injuries: Broken pelvis injuries are common when the cyclist strikes the
side of the vehicle at the front passenger area.

e Spinal Cord Damage: Long-term spinal injuries from the impact and the secondary fall
to the pavement.

e Severe Road Rash: Sliding across asphalt after the launch can leave extensive abrasions
that require debridement, dressing changes, and sometimes skin grafting.

The recovery can take months to years and frequently includes multiple surgeries, physical
therapy, and ongoing pain management.

Georgia Law On Right-Hook Liability

Georgia statutes create a clear framework for liability in right-hook cases.

e 0.C.G.A. §40-6-55: Requires drivers to yield to cyclists in marked bicycle lanes. A driver
turning right across a bicycle lane has the duty to yield to a cyclist already in the lane.
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e O0.C.G.A. §40-6-120: Requires that turns be made from the proper lane and that the
driver position the vehicle to make the safest possible turn.

e 0.C.G.A. §40-6-121: Specifies the lane positioning required for a right turn. A driver
who turns right without first moving the vehicle as far right as practicable, including
across a bike lane, may have violated this provision.

e O0.C.G.A. §40-6-123: Requires a turn signal of at least 100 feet before the turn in most
circumstances.

e O0.C.G.A. § 40-6-294: Establishes that bicycles operated on the roadway have the same
rights and duties as other vehicles, with bike-lane and right-edge rules adapted for
cyclists.

These statutes, applied to a right-hook crash, generally produce a clear breach by the driver.
The hard work is preserving the evidence and beating back the comparative-fault narrative the
carrier will build.

How The Insurance Defense Tries To Shift Blame To The Cyclist

Insurance carriers in right-hook cases follow a predictable script. Their goal is to drive the
cyclist's fault percentage as high as Georgia's modified comparative fault rule, 0.C.G.A. § 51-12-
33, will allow.

The recurring arguments include:

e The Cyclist Was Riding Too Fast: A common opening even when the cyclist was
traveling at or below the posted limit.

e The Cyclist Was Filtering Through Stopped Traffic: An attempt to recharacterize lawful
bike-lane use as aggressive maneuvering.

e The Cyclist Should Have Anticipated The Turn: A reversal of duty that asks cyclists to
predict driver inattention.

e The Bike Lane Did Not Continue All The Way To The Intersection: A technicality
argument that ignores the underlying duty under O.C.G.A. § 40-6-294.

e The Cyclist Was Not Visible: A conspicuity argument that often ignores the fact that the
cyclist had lights, helmet, and was riding in plain daylight.

The right answer to each of these is evidence rather than rhetoric.

The Evidence That Wins A Right-Hook Case

Right-hook cases live or die on the strength of the early investigation. The evidence that
matters includes:

e Surveillance Or Traffic Camera Footage: Many Georgia commercial corners have
cameras that capture the moment of the turn. Footage typically gets overwritten on
rolling 7-day to 30-day cycles, which is why preservation requests need to go out fast.

e Dashcam Or Helmet Camera Footage: Increasingly common as dashcams have grown in
adoption among Georgia drivers and helmet cameras among cyclists.
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e Vehicle Damage Patterns: Contact points on the side of the vehicle and the bike
establish exactly where the impact occurred.

e Witness Statements: Drivers waiting at the same light, pedestrians on nearby corners,
and other cyclists in the bike lane can confirm the sequence of events.

e Cyclist's Bike Computer Data: Modern cycling computers record speed, cadence, and
position with second-level precision. The data can disprove a "you were speeding"
defense before it gathers steam.

e Driver's Phone Records: A subpoena to the wireless carrier can establish whether the
driver was distracted at the moment of the turn.

¢ Roadway And Bike-Lane Documentation: Photographs of the lane markings, sight lines,
and any obstructions to driver visibility.

For example, a cyclist hit at a Decatur intersection by a driver who turned right without
signaling may have helmet-camera footage that captured the entire sequence. With that
footage, the comparative-fault narrative collapses before it can begin.

The Role Of Bike-Lane Design In These Cases

Some Georgia intersections produce right-hook crashes far more frequently than others. The
common features include bike lanes that end abruptly at intersections, bike lanes that travel to
the right of high-volume right-turn movements, and bike lanes obscured by parked cars or
signage.

Engineering choices like these matter because they may give rise to claims against the
responsible governmental body in addition to the at-fault driver. Georgia law allows certain
claims against state and local government entities, subject to ante litem notice requirements
and other procedural rules.

The Georgia Tort Claims Act, O.C.G.A. § 50-21-26, requires written ante litem notice to a state
defendant within 12 months of the loss. Local government claims under O.C.G.A. § 36-33-5
require ante litem notice within 6 months. Missing those deadlines forfeits the claim entirely.

Most right-hook cases will be primarily claims against the driver. But where intersection design
is a real contributing factor, the additional avenue of recovery may matter, and the procedural
deadlines have to be honored.

When A Right-Hook Crash Becomes A Wrongful Death Case

The most catastrophic right-hook crashes leave families to navigate the aftermath without the
cyclist. Georgia's wrongful death statute, O.C.G.A. § 51-4-1 and following, allows surviving
family to pursue the full value of the life lost.

Wrongful death and punitive damages may be available where the driver's conduct rises to the
level required by O.C.G.A. § 51-12-5.1, which captures willful misconduct or that entire want of
care which would raise the presumption of conscious indifference to consequences. A driver
who was actively using a phone, a driver under the influence, or a driver with a documented
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history of similar violations may face punitive exposure that goes well beyond ordinary
negligence.

First 72 Hours For An Injured Cyclist

Most preservation work falls to lawyers and investigators after they are retained, but the cyclist
and family can take a few high-value steps right away.

e Get Photos Of Everything: The vehicle, the bicycle, the bike lane markings, the
intersection, the cyclist's injuries, and any visible vehicle markings.

e Save Every Document: Police report, vehicle registration exchange, ambulance run
sheet, hospital paperwork, and any cards from responding officers.

¢ |dentify Witnesses Quickly: Names and phone numbers from anyone who saw the turn,
including drivers in adjacent lanes.

e Preserve The Bicycle: Do not repair, scrap, or discard the bike. The damage pattern is
evidence.

e Pull The Bike Computer Or Cycling App Data: Download and save the GPS track, speed
history, and any video from the ride.

e Do Not Talk To The At-Fault Driver's Insurer: Recorded statements are used to limit or
deny claims, regardless of how friendly the adjuster sounds.

These steps preserve the foundation that the rest of the case will rest on.

The Pattern Matters In Every Right-Hook Case

Right-hook crashes are not random events. They cluster at the same intersections, follow the
same fact patterns, and produce the same arguments from the same insurers. Cyclists hurt in
these crashes deserve counsel that has handled them before and knows the playbook.

Since 1993, our firm has been fighting for Georgia's injured cyclists, pedestrians, and motorists.
With over S1 billion recovered for Georgia families, our team knows how to lock down
surveillance footage before it disappears, how to subpoena phone records, how to anticipate
the comparative-fault narrative, and how to push past the carrier's first denial to the value the
case actually deserves.

If you or someone you love was hurt in a right-hook bicycle crash on Georgia roads, contact us
today for a free case evaluation. Our firm operates on a contingency model, which means our
payment depends entirely on the recovery we win for our clients. No win, no fee, no
exceptions.
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