High-Side And Low-Side Motorcycle Crashes In Georgia
The Physics Behind The Two Most Misunderstood Types Of Motorcycle Wreck

Two riders take the same Georgia road on the same Saturday. One brakes too hard mid-corner
and slides off the bike sideways, scraping along the pavement until friction stops the slide. The
other catches a sudden patch of traction, gets bucked over the high side of the bike, and lands
several feet from the wreckage. Both riders are down. Both bikes are damaged. Yet the medical
care, the crash forces, and the insurance fight that follow each scenario are very different.

These two patterns, the low-side and the high-side, dominate the catastrophic single-bike
wrecks our firm investigates each year. They also dominate the multi-vehicle wrecks where a
car forces a rider into a sudden braking input, and the bike does the rest. Understanding the
difference is what separates a clean recovery story from an insurance carrier's attempt to call it
rider error.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident
lawyers have handled exactly these cases on mountain roads, surface streets, and metro
highways. Since 1993, we've fought for Georgia's injured and recovered over $1 billion for
riders and their families. The crash dynamics in a high-side or low-side event aren't ordinary,
and the case never should be either.

The Physical Difference Between A Low-Side And A High-Side Crash

A low-side crash happens when a rider loses traction on one or both tires, and the bike falls
onto the rider's side of the lean. The bike tips, the rider's leg pins under or alongside the
machine, and friction with the pavement does the rest. The rider and the bike usually travel
together along the road.

A high-side crash is the opposite event. The tire suddenly regains traction after a slide, and the
resulting torque flips the bike over the top of the rider. The rider is launched into the air, often
headfirst, and lands away from the bike. The forces in a high-side are dramatically higher than
in a low-side, and the injury list shows it.

The Mechanical Causes Behind Each Crash Pattern

Most low-side and high-side wrecks trace back to a small set of triggers that engineers and
accident reconstructionists know well. Recognizing them early is what builds the right
negligence theory.

e Sudden Braking In A Corner: A driver who pulls out in front of a motorcycle in mid-curve
forces a hard brake input the bike isn't designed to absorb, and the result is often a
front-tire wash-out that drops the bike on its side.

e Wet Or Polished Pavement: Painted lines, oil patches, and worn asphalt all reduce
coefficient of friction enough to break a tire loose. These are the familiar road-surface
hazards that cause Georgia motorcycle crashes.
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e Tire Pressure And Tread Failures: Underinflated or worn tires lose grip faster in a
corner, and that single factor explains a high percentage of single-bike wrecks.

e Throttle Inputs On Cold Tires: A rider rolling on the throttle through a turn before the
rear tire is up to temperature can produce the kind of sudden slide that becomes a high-
side once traction returns.

o Defective Brake Components Or ABS Failures: A failed ABS module or sticking caliper
produces uneven braking force, one of the common motorcycle defects that turns a
routine ride into a catastrophic crash.

e Driver-Forced Evasive Maneuvers: A car drifting into the lane or executing an unsafe
lane change forces the rider into an emergency input that can trigger either crash type.

Why High-Side Wrecks Produce Such Severe Injuries

The high-side event isn't a slide, it's an ejection. The energy that built up during the slide is
released in a fraction of a second when the tire bites again, and the bike flips with the rider on
top. Riders frequently land headfirst or on the shoulder, and the injuries that follow are the
worst categories our firm sees.

Traumatic brain injuries, broken collarbones, scapular fractures, spinal cord damage from
motorcycle wrecks, and crush injuries to the upper body are all common high-side outcomes.
Helmets reduce but don't eliminate the brain-injury risk, and protective jackets and gloves help
but can't stop fractures or internal damage.

The Injury Pattern That Comes From A Low-Side Slide

A low-side wreck looks less violent on video, but the injury list is still painful and expensive.
Riders typically suffer extensive road rash and degloving injuries, arm and shoulder fractures,
ankle and foot injuries, and crush trauma to the leg pinned between the bike and the
pavement.

The slide distance matters too. A bike that slides forty feet at thirty miles per hour can grind
through riding gear, fabric, and skin in seconds. The medical care often involves debridement,
skin grafts, and weeks of dressing changes, with the risk of infection extending long after the
wreck.

When Another Driver Causes A Single-Bike Wreck

One of the most damaging insurance arguments in motorcycle litigation is the claim that a
single-bike crash must be the rider's fault. The reality is the opposite. Many low-side and high-
side wrecks happen because a car cut the rider off, drifted into the lane, ran a stop sign, or
opened a door without checking. The contact never happens, but the wreck does. These no-
contact motorcycle accidents still get pinned on the rider by insurers even when an unidentified
driver caused the entire chain of events.

For example, consider a rider heading east on a two-lane Georgia 400 access road who sees a
driver suddenly drift into the motorcycle's lane while looking at a phone. The rider grabs the
front brake to avoid contact, the front tire washes out, and the bike low-sides into the curb. The


https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/common-motorcycle-defects-that-cause-injury
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/legal-support-for-traumatic-brain-injury-victims-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/spinal-cord-injuries-in-georgia-motorcycle-accidents
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/spinal-cord-injuries-in-georgia-motorcycle-accidents
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/motorcycle-road-rash-injuries-and-legal-options-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/bikers-arm-injuries-after-motorcycle-accidents-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/no-contact-motorcycle-accidents-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/no-contact-motorcycle-accidents-in-georgia

driver of the car never feels an impact and keeps going. The wreck is still that driver's fault, and
the rider's case still has to be built around the physical evidence at the scene.

How Our Firm Investigates High-Side And Low-Side Cases

These crashes leave evidence in places insurance adjusters don't bother to look. Our firm sends
investigators to the scene quickly, while the marks are still readable.

e Pavement Scrape Patterns And Skid Marks: Low-side wrecks leave continuous gouge
marks from the bike, while high-side wrecks often show two impact points, the original
slide and the secondary tire bite.

e Bike Damage Distribution: A high-side bike often shows damage to both sides because
it flipped, while a low-side bike shows damage primarily on one side.

e Tire And Brake Component Analysis: Engineers can read tire wear, scuff angles, and
brake-pad condition to reconstruct the input that triggered the wreck.

¢ Helmet And Gear Forensics: Helmet impact patterns, glove abrasion, and jacket damage
all confirm the rider's body position at impact.

* Witness And Camera Evidence: Drivers behind or alongside the bike can describe
whether a car forced the rider into a sudden input, and dashcam footage from nearby
vehicles often settles the comparative-fault dispute on its own.

The Georgia Law That Governs These Cases

Several Georgia statutes drive the negligence analysis after a motorcycle wreck. The basic-
speed rule at O.C.G.A. § 40-6-180 requires every driver to operate at a speed that is reasonable
for actual conditions. The lane-change requirements at O.C.G.A. § 40-6-123 require signaling
and a clear assurance the maneuver can be made safely. Violation of either is admissible as
evidence of negligence, and our firm anchors the case to the specific statute the at-fault driver
broke.

Federal data also matters. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration tracks
motorcycle crash statistics nationally and publishes the research that explains why riders are
roughly 28 times more likely to die in a wreck than passenger-car occupants per mile traveled.
That kind of evidence helps juries understand why a serious wreck deserves serious
compensation.

Comparative Fault Becomes The Carrier's Battleground

Insurance defense teams treat single-bike wrecks as opportunities. They start with the
assumption the rider was speeding, leaning too hard, or under-equipped, and they build
outward from there. Georgia's modified comparative-negligence rule gives those tactics real
bite. Any fault assigned to the rider reduces the recovery, and once the percentage crosses
fifty, the claim disappears.

Insurers run a familiar set of tactics designed to undervalue motorcycle claims, and our firm
answers each move with physical evidence, reconstruction reports, and treating-physician
testimony rather than rhetoric.
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Damages Available After A High-Side Or Low-Side Wreck

Compensation in a Georgia motorcycle case typically reaches medical expenses past and future,
lost wages and lost earning capacity, pain and suffering, loss of enjoyment of life, and where
the conduct rises to the level of conscious disregard for safety, punitive damages. When a
wreck takes a rider's life, the family's wrongful-death claim falls under the framework explored
in our piece on determining liability in wrongful death cases.

Riders with permanent injuries also face permanent income loss, and proving lost earning
capacity requires careful vocational and economic analysis well beyond a simple wage-loss
calculation.

How to Protect Your Rights After a High-Side Or Low-Side Crash

If you're physically able to do so, ask law enforcement to document every detail of the scene
before vehicles are moved. Photograph the pavement, the bike, the gear, and any nearby cars.
Save the helmet, the jacket, the gloves, and the boots, because the abrasion patterns on each
piece will matter to engineers later. Decline to give a recorded statement to the at-fault driver's
insurer until you've talked with a lawyer.

Our firm provides free, no-pressure consultations to Georgia riders, and the conversation
usually answers more questions than people expect. Contact us to talk through what your
wreck looks like in a serious legal review. Our representation on rider claims is fully contingent,
and that means you owe no consultation cost, no hourly fee, and no attorney's fees unless and
until our firm recovers compensation in your case.
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