Bicycle Accidents At Georgia Roundabouts

Why Modern Traffic Circles Create New Risks For Cyclists Across The State

A cyclist enters a roundabout believing the geometry is on their side. Slow vehicle speeds, no
traffic signals, no left-turn conflicts at high speed. The traffic engineering literature has called
roundabouts safer for years, and in many ways they are. Yet for cyclists in Georgia, the same
geometry that protects drivers can become a trap.

The number of single-lane and multi-lane roundabouts on Georgia roads has climbed sharply
over the last decade. Newer corridors in Peachtree City, Suwanee, Roswell, Marietta, Athens,
and dozens of smaller towns have replaced four-way stops and signalized intersections with
circular geometry. Drivers haven't always caught up to the rules, and cyclists riding through
these intersections have paid the price.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia bicycle accident lawyers
have handled the kind of roundabout cases that test the limits of Georgia traffic law. Since
1993, we've fought for Georgia's injured and recovered over $S1 billion for our clients and their
families. Roundabout wrecks involving cyclists have a distinctive evidentiary fingerprint, and the
legal work has to start before the painted markings fade.

How A Roundabout Is Supposed To Work For Cyclists

Modern roundabouts are designed with three rules that drivers and cyclists are supposed to
follow. Yielding to traffic already in the circle. Maintaining a slow, steady speed through the
turn. Choosing the correct lane before entering. The Federal Highway Administration
recommends that cyclists either ride in the lane as a vehicle or dismount and use the crosswalk
if the geometry feels unsafe.

In practice, neither approach is risk-free. A cyclist who claims the lane as a vehicle becomes
invisible to drivers focused on the cars they expect to see. A cyclist who uses the crosswalk
faces drivers who don't slow at the exit leg and never check the painted lines. Both routes
create predictable conflict points.

The Specific Conflict Points Where Wrecks Happen

Decades of roundabout study have shown traffic engineers exactly where bicycle crashes
happen, and our firm builds cases around the same conflict zones.

e Entry Conflicts Where The Driver Fails To Yield: A driver entering the roundabout often
looks only for cars in the circle, missing the cyclist already there. The dynamic is a
textbook intersection fault dispute where the driver entering misses what was already in
the lane.

e Exit Conflicts Where The Driver Cuts Off The Cyclist: A driver leaving the circle
frequently swings wide and clips a cyclist riding in or alongside the lane.
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e Multi-Lane Roundabouts With Lane-Change Errors: A driver in the inside lane who exits
across the outside lane without yielding produces a classic improper lane change wreck,
and the cyclist on the outside is left with no escape route.

e Crosswalk Strikes At The Splitter Island: Cyclists who choose to walk their bike across
the splitter island become pedestrians, and the dynamics start to look more like a
crosswalk strike.

¢ Right-Hook Conflicts On The Exit Leg: A driver who passes a cyclist before the exit and
then turns right across the cyclist's path produces a classic right-hook conflict, with the
cyclist squeezed against the curb at the moment of the turn.

e Speeding Drivers On The Entry Leg: Drivers who don't reduce speed before the yield
line strike cyclists at speeds that turn a low-energy wreck into a catastrophic one.

Why Cyclists Are At Greater Risk In These Intersections

The roundabout reduces driver speeds, but it doesn't reduce them enough to protect a cyclist
on impact. A car striking a cyclist at 20 mph will still produce serious injury, and the geometry of
the roundabout pushes the cyclist into the path of the driver more often than the traffic-
engineering literature suggests.

A cyclist riding through the circle is also stripped of the protections built into a signalized
intersection. There's no green light to confirm priority. There's no walk signal to define a clear
right of way. There's only a yield line, and yield lines are routinely ignored.

The Injury Pattern Roundabout Wrecks Produce

The most common injuries in these cases come from being struck by a vehicle from the side,
then thrown to the pavement, then sliding several feet on the asphalt. Each phase of the wreck
adds its own damage.

Traumatic brain injury, serious road rash that requires aggressive medical attention, collarbone
and shoulder fractures from the fall, and pelvic and lower-extremity damage from the bumper

impact are the typical results. Younger cyclists tend to recover faster than older riders, but the

medical bills and the long-term impact still climb quickly.

A Real-World Example Of A Roundabout Wreck

Consider a cyclist riding through a single-lane roundabout in Suwanee on a Saturday morning.
The cyclist enters the circle when the entry leg is clear, expecting drivers behind to yield. A
driver approaching the yield line at the next entry is on a hands-free call and never slows. The
driver's bumper strikes the cyclist's rear wheel, sending the rider over the handlebars and onto
the pavement.

In the investigation that follows, our firm pulls the dashcam footage from a driver one car back,
the surveillance video from a gas station overlooking the intersection, and the driver's phone

records. Each piece of evidence confirms the cyclist had the right of way and the driver failed to
yield. The case becomes a clean negligence claim, and the recovery scales to the actual injuries.


https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/how-dangerous-merging-accidents-happen-on-georgia-highways
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/what-to-do-hit-by-a-car-in-a-crosswalk-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/legal-support-for-traumatic-brain-injury-victims-in-georgia
https://www.garymartinhays.com/articles/why-road-rash-injuries-from-bicycle-accidents-in-georgia-demand-strong-legal-attention

What Georgia Law Says About Driver Duties At Roundabouts

Georgia law treats a cyclist as a vehicle operator with the same rights and duties on the road as
any other vehicle, with limited exceptions. The yield rule that governs roundabout entry is
found at O.C.G.A. § 40-6-73, which requires drivers approaching a yield sign to slow, yield to
traffic in the intersection, and stop if necessary. The general rule that drivers exercise due care
to avoid collision with bicycles appears at O.C.G.A. § 40-6-291.

When a driver violates either statute and the violation causes the wreck, negligence per se
applies in Georgia. The case becomes about damages rather than fault, and our firm pushes the
insurer to engage with the numbers rather than play games with the liability theory.

The Evidence That Builds A Strong Roundabout Case

Our firm preserves a wide range of evidence right after the wreck. The painted markings, the
signal timing on any feeder corridor, the position of debris, and the digital records on the
involved vehicles all matter.

e Surveillance And Traffic Camera Footage: Roundabouts in newer Georgia developments
are often surrounded by retail and office cameras, and the Georgia Department of
Transportation operates cameras on many adjacent state-route segments.

e Scene Photographs And Tire Marks: A driver who never yielded leaves no skid marks,
and the absence is as informative as a long skid.

e Vehicle Event-Data Recorder Output: Modern cars record speed and braking inputs in
the seconds before impact, and the data confirms whether the driver slowed for the
yield.

e Driver Phone And Telematics Records: Hands-free calls, navigation prompts, and text-
message activity all leave digital records that subpoenas can reach.

e Witness Statements From Other Drivers: Cars behind and across the circle often have a
clear view of what the cyclist and the at-fault driver did in the seconds before impact.

Comparative Fault Becomes The Defense Carrier's First Move

Insurance defense teams in bicycle cases try to shift fault to the rider almost reflexively. The
argument usually claims the cyclist was riding too fast, was riding outside the lane, was riding
without a helmet, or failed to signal. Georgia's modified comparative-negligence rule gives
those arguments real bite. Any percentage of fault assigned to the cyclist reduces the recovery,
and once the percentage crosses fifty, the claim disappears.

Helmet non-use is a frequent talking point. Georgia law does not require adult cyclists to wear
helmets, and the absence of a helmet is not itself proof of negligence. We've covered the
broader analysis in our piece on Georgia bicycle helmet law claims, and the same principles
apply at roundabouts.

Damages Available After A Roundabout Bicycle Wreck
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Compensation in a Georgia bicycle case typically includes past and future medical expenses, lost
wages and lost earning capacity, pain and suffering, loss of enjoyment of life, vehicle and
equipment damage, and where the conduct rises to the level of conscious disregard for safety,
punitive damages. Cyclists with permanent disability also face long-term care costs, and our
firm works with life-care planners and economists to make those projections concrete.

When a fatal wreck takes a cyclist's life, the family's wrongful-death claim falls under Georgia's
statutory framework, and the survival action recovers what the rider went through before
death. We've also discussed the broader principles of proving negligence in a fatal Georgia
pedestrian crash or bicycle accident.

The First Move To Make After A Roundabout Wreck

If you're physically able to do so, stay near the bike, accept medical attention, and ask
responding officers to photograph the scene before the bike is moved. Save the helmet, the
gloves, the clothing, and any cycling accessories that took an impact. Decline to give a recorded
statement to the driver's insurer until you've talked with a lawyer. The roundabout corridor will
be photographed and re-painted within months, and the layout of the splitter island and the
yield lines at the moment of the crash will matter to engineers later.

Reach out to our firm online or by phone, and you'll talk with a Georgia lawyer who handles
serious bicycle wrecks week in and week out. Contact us for a free case evaluation, and we'll
walk you through what a roundabout claim looks like in real life. Riders we represent never pay
us by the hour and never write checks for legal work. Our fee is contingent on the result, so our
compensation comes from the recovery alone.
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