
Motorcycle Accidents In Wet Or Rainy Weather In Georgia 

The Physics Of Traction Loss And Why These Crashes Produce Some Of The 
Worst Injuries 

Rain doesn't just reduce visibility on a Georgia road. It transforms the entire surface that a 
motorcycle's tires are managing. A tire at full lean in a corner has a very small contact patch 
with the pavement, and when that pavement is coated in water, road oil, or wet pavement 
markings, the coefficient of friction drops sharply. What feels like a manageable curve at 35 
mph in dry weather becomes a traction gamble when it's raining. Riders who have negotiated 
the same stretch of road dozens of times can suddenly find themselves sliding with no warning 
and no time to recover. 

Georgia sees more than 150 days of measurable precipitation each year. Summer 
thunderstorms arrive without much warning and saturate road surfaces quickly, concentrating 
the road oils and debris that have built up since the last rain. Spring brings sustained wet 
periods that keep surfaces damp for days. For motorcyclists, these conditions demand not just 
their own caution, but reasonable care from every other driver sharing the road, and from the 
government entities responsible for maintaining drainage and pavement surfaces. 

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident 
lawyers understand how wet-weather crashes work and who is responsible when they happen. 
The fault in these cases isn't always the rider's. Other drivers, municipalities, and even property 
owners can all carry responsibility depending on how the crash unfolded. 

Why Wet Roads Create Unique Hazards For Motorcycles 

A car has four contact patches, roughly the footprint of a human hand each, spread widely 
across the vehicle's track. A motorcycle has two, and both narrow when the bike leans. The 
physics of traction mean that a motorcycle is operating with a smaller margin of safety on every 
curve, braking maneuver, and lane change than a four-wheeled vehicle making the same 
movement. 

When rain arrives, the immediate surface hazard isn't always standing water. The most 
dangerous period is the first 20 to 30 minutes after rain begins, when water mixes with 
accumulated motor oil, tire rubber, and diesel residue to form a slick film that is more 
dangerous than ice to a motorcycle tire.  

Riders who have braked safely for years on dry pavement may not fully anticipate how much 
braking distance increases on a surface contaminated with this early-rain oil slick. 

The persistent wet-weather hazards on Georgia roads that lead to motorcycle crashes include: 

• Painted Road Markings: White lane lines, crosswalk markings, railroad crossing 
indicators, and turn arrows all become dramatically more slippery when wet. A tire 
crossing a painted marking at a lean angle, such as in a turn or during a lane change, can 
slide out almost instantly with no warning. 
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• Metal Surfaces: Manhole covers, bridge expansion joints, grating, and steel deck bridges 
retain no friction when wet. Riders crossing these surfaces in a straight line may be fine; 
crossing them mid-corner or during braking is a different calculation entirely. 

• Wet Leaves And Organic Debris: In fall months, fallen leaves on Georgia roads combine 
with rain to create a hydrocarbon-like slick. This hazard is common on shaded suburban 
roads and mountain routes in North Georgia, where leaf accumulation under tree 
canopy can persist for days after a rainstorm. 

• Standing Water And Roadway Drainage Failure: Georgia's highways accumulate pooling 
in areas where drainage infrastructure is inadequate, where road pavement has settled 
or crowned, or where construction has altered natural drainage patterns. A motorcycle 
entering a hidden puddle at speed can experience immediate loss of directional control. 

• Road Debris Washed Into Travel Lanes: Rain moves gravel, sand, and construction 
debris from shoulders and medians into the path of travel. Debris that a car's tires roll 
over without consequence can cause a motorcycle to lose traction entirely. 

How Other Drivers Create Crash Conditions For Motorcyclists In The Rain 

Rain doesn't just create hazards for the motorcyclist managing traction. It also degrades 
visibility for every driver on the road, and that degraded visibility disproportionately affects 
motorcycles, which are already harder to see in ideal conditions. 

Consider a rider approaching the I-285 connector near Atlanta's Westside during a heavy 
afternoon thunderstorm. Visibility has dropped significantly. A car driver merging onto the 
interstate checks his mirrors but doesn't see the motorcycle already in his blind spot, partly 
because the rain on his mirror is distorting his view and partly because the motorcycle's 
headlight is less visible in the rain glare. He merges directly into the rider's lane. The rider 
brakes hard on wet pavement, the rear tire breaks traction, and the bike goes down at 55 mph. 

This is a blind-spot collision pattern that exists on every Georgia highway. The responsibility for 
it doesn't shift to the motorcyclist simply because it was raining. Georgia law requires every 
driver to exercise reasonable care in the conditions they're operating in, and reduced visibility 
in rain requires slower speeds, increased following distances, and more thorough mirror checks 
before changing lanes. 

When a driver's failure to adapt to wet conditions causes them to strike or cut off a 
motorcyclist, Georgia's negligence standards apply in the same way they would in a dry-
weather crash. The driver's duty of care didn't disappear when the rain started. 

Motorcycle Equipment, Tire Condition, And Comparative Fault 

Georgia defense attorneys and insurance adjusters frequently try to use rain as a vehicle for 
shifting comparative fault onto the motorcyclist. Common arguments include that the rider was 
going too fast for conditions, that their tires were worn, or that they should have avoided riding 
in the rain altogether. 

None of these arguments are automatically valid, but they each need to be addressed with 
evidence. Georgia law imposes a duty on all drivers to reduce speed to a level appropriate for 
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conditions. A motorcycle rider traveling at the posted speed limit during a light rain shower on 
a Georgia highway isn't automatically negligent. The question is whether they were operating 
reasonably given the actual conditions at the specific location at the time of the crash. 

Tire condition is a more nuanced argument. Georgia law sets minimum tread depth 
requirements for motorcycle tires. If a tire that contributed to a slide was below the legal 
minimum depth, the defense will push hard on comparative fault. Our attorneys counter by 
investigating whether the road defect, the other driver's conduct, or the environmental 
conditions were the primary cause of the loss of traction rather than the tire condition itself. 

Under Georgia's modified comparative fault rule, a motorcyclist can still recover as long as they 
are less than 50 percent responsible for the crash. Even a finding of 30 percent comparative 
fault doesn't end the case, it reduces the recovery by that percentage. 

Evidence That Matters In Wet-Weather Motorcycle Cases 

Because road conditions and weather play a central role in these cases, the evidence needed to 
support the claim goes beyond what a standard crash investigation produces. The categories 
that our attorneys focus on in wet-weather motorcycle cases include: 

• Weather Data And Road Condition Reports: Official weather records, including rainfall 
totals, precipitation timing, and road temperature at the crash location, establish the 
conditions at the moment of impact. This data can confirm that conditions were already 
hazardous before the crash and that a reasonable driver should have adjusted. 

• Road Maintenance And Drainage Records: Georgia DOT and local government records 
document when road surfaces were last repaved, where drainage complaints had been 
filed, and whether known pooling issues had been reported but not corrected. A road 
defect that the government knew about creates a separate lane of liability beyond the 
at-fault driver. 

• Dashcam And Traffic Camera Footage: Footage from vehicles near the crash, traffic 
cameras on the corridor, and intersection cameras often capture the exact sequence of 
events. In low-visibility rain conditions, this footage frequently shows the other driver's 
failure to check mirrors or adjust speed before impact. 

• Post-Crash Inspection Of The Tires And Road Surface: Photographs of the crash site 
taken immediately after the collision can capture the specific surface hazard involved, 
whether that's a wet painted line, a contaminated patch of pavement, or standing water 
in a depression. Tire condition of both vehicles documents whether equipment failure 
played any role. 

• The Other Driver's Behavior Records: Traffic citations issued at the scene, prior driving 
history, phone records from the minutes before the crash, and statements to law 
enforcement build a picture of the other driver's conduct before and during the 
collision. 

The Injuries Wet-Weather Motorcycle Crashes Produce 



Low-side slides and high-side throws on wet pavement cause injuries that don't resolve quickly. 
The road surface acts like a grater on exposed skin, and riders who go down at highway speeds 
suffer road rash injuries that require surgical debridement, skin grafting, and extended wound 
care. Even riders who stay on the bike through the initial slide and then are struck by another 
vehicle face crush injuries from the vehicle's weight, spinal cord damage, and biker's arm 
syndrome from instinctive protective reactions during the fall. 

Head injuries remain the most serious risk. Helmets reduce the severity of traumatic brain 
injury but don't eliminate it. A helmet-wearing rider who strikes pavement or a vehicle in a wet-
weather crash can still suffer a traumatic brain injury that requires months of rehabilitation and 
permanently changes cognitive function. The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
has documented that motorcyclists are fatally injured at a rate far higher per mile traveled than 
occupants of passenger vehicles, and wet road conditions significantly increase that risk. 

Lawyers Who Understand The Crash Forces Behind These Wrecks 

Insurance companies defending wet-weather motorcycle claims almost always argue that rain 
is an "act of nature" and that the at-fault driver couldn't have prevented the crash. That 
argument fails when the driver's own conduct created the danger, when the roadway had a 
drainage defect that a public entity should have corrected, or when the road surface was 
contaminated in ways that a reasonable driver should have anticipated. 

Our firm has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families hurt in motorcycle crashes of every 
kind, including crashes where the weather became the insurance carrier's primary defense 
strategy. We know how to counter it. 

Riders and their families who come to us pay nothing while we fight their case. There are no 
retainers, no hourly charges, and no fee of any kind unless we secure a recovery for you. If you 
or a rider you love was injured in a wet-weather motorcycle accident in Georgia, contact us 
today for a free case evaluation. 
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