Wide-Load And Oversize Truck Accidents In Georgia

When Permitted Loads Exceed Safe Limits, Everyone On The Road Pays

There's a reason wide-load trucks don't just roll onto any highway at any time of day. They carry
banners. They require escort vehicles. They travel on specific routes approved by the Georgia
Department of Transportation (GDOT), and even with all of that in place, they represent one of
the most dangerous configurations of vehicles on Georgia roads. When the permit system fails,
or when a carrier ignores the conditions attached to the permit, the consequences for other
drivers can be immediate and catastrophic.

Wide-load and oversize truck accidents tend to involve forces that standard crash investigations
underestimate. The width alone can bring a vehicle into contact with cars it never would have
touched under normal conditions. The weight can make stopping distances unpredictable even
for experienced drivers. And the multi-party liability chain, covering the driver, carrier, shipper,
permit holder, freight broker, and escort service, makes these cases legally complex from the
moment the wreckage is assessed.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia truck accident lawyers
have seen what these crashes do to families. The harm runs deep, and it rarely ends at the
scene. We've recovered over $1 billion for Georgia families hurt in crashes like this one, and our
team understands the evidence these cases demand.

Oversize Loads And The Georgia Permit System

Georgia law sets baseline size and weight limits for commercial vehicles operating on public
roads. O.C.G.A. § 32-6-26 establishes maximum weight limits for vehicles operating on state
highways, capping most configurations at 80,000 pounds on interstate roads. Vehicles
exceeding those limits, or vehicles that exceed standard width, height, or length dimensions,
are classified as oversize or overweight and cannot operate without a permit issued under
0.C.G.A. § 32-6-28.

These permits are not formalities. They come with conditions designed specifically to reduce
the crash risk these vehicles present. When carriers treat permit conditions as optional, the
crash investigation almost always uncovers the deviation.

The categories of oversize loads most frequently involved in serious Georgia crashes include a
range of commercial and industrial configurations, each with its own set of physical hazards:

e Prefabricated Structures And Modular Building Panels: These loads often extend far
beyond the truck bed's edges and can project into adjacent lanes without the driver
realizing it, particularly when the escort vehicle isn't properly positioned.

e Industrial Equipment And Construction Machinery: Bulldozers, cranes, and
compressors sit high and wide, reducing clearance on overpasses and creating severe
blind-spot zones that extend well past the rear of the escort vehicle.

e Wind Energy Components And Turbine Blades: These loads can stretch more than 200
feet in total configuration. A single deviation from the permitted route can put the load
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in contact with roadway features, signage, or vehicles that the permit specifically
required avoiding.

Utility Poles And Long-Span Steel: Length is the hazard here. These loads require special
rigging and trailing escort vehicles, and when those controls aren't in place, the rear of
the load can sweep through multiple lanes during a turn.

Precast Concrete And Bridge Segments: Weight is concentrated, predictable, and
extreme. Braking distances under load can triple what a driver expects based on
experience with empty configurations.

Any of these loads moving without proper escorts, on the wrong roads, or at prohibited hours
creates conditions where a crash isn't a matter of chance. It's a structural inevitability.

The Failure Modes That Produce Wide-Load Wrecks

The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) tracks crash patterns involving

commercial vehicles, and oversize configurations appear repeatedly in the data involving multi-
lane encroachment and lane departure incidents. The common failure modes track consistently
across Georgia cases:

Route Deviation By The Driver: Permitted routes are chosen precisely because they
have adequate lane width, overhead clearance, and structural capacity. When a driver
substitutes a "faster" route, the load encounters conditions it wasn't cleared for. A wind
turbine blade swings around a curve onto a two-lane road it was never supposed to be
on.

Missing Or Improperly Positioned Escort Vehicles: Georgia requires pilot vehicles for
loads exceeding certain dimensions. An escort vehicle traveling too far ahead, or not at
all, leaves other drivers without warning that a wide load is approaching. There's no
advance signal, no flashing lights in the right position, and by the time the car ahead
sees the load it's already too late to change lanes.

Operating During Restricted Hours: Most oversize permits limit movement to daylight
hours. Night movement dramatically reduces other drivers' ability to judge the load's
true width, especially when side lighting is inadequate. Operating after permitted hours
is a violation that often appears in the permit record and becomes a centerpiece of the
liability argument.

Improperly Secured Load Shifting: A load that shifts during transit can exceed the
permitted width without the driver knowing it. Securing points matter enormously for
any load that's asymmetric or prone to roll.

Visibility And Blind-Spot Expansion: The blind-spot zones that create standard truck
accident danger expand dramatically with an oversize load. Cars disappear from view,
and the driver may not detect a vehicle that's run alongside the load until impact.

Legal Responsibility Across The Wide-Load Liability Chain
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In a standard truck accident, liability typically focuses on the driver and the motor carrier. In a
wide-load crash, the chain of responsible parties extends further and often includes parties who
never touched the truck.

The permit holder, the entity that applied for and received the oversize permit, has a legal
obligation to ensure that the permitted operation is executed within the conditions of that
permit. If the permit holder assigns a driver who isn't trained in oversize operations, or
contracts with an escort service that doesn't meet the required equipment standards, that
failure flows back to the permit holder.

Freight brokers who arrange oversize shipments without verifying that the carrier holds the
required permits, and without confirming that escort and routing plans are in place, can face
liability for the crash that results. Freight broker negligence in Georgia truck accident cases is a
distinct and increasingly important line of recovery that gets overlooked in early investigations
precisely because the broker isn't at the scene.

The shipper who specified the configuration, the one who chose to ship an item in a single
piece rather than disassembled, may also bear responsibility if the oversized configuration was
unnecessary and created identifiable risk. That argument doesn't win in every case, but in cases
where the shipper had practical alternatives, it can move the needle on total recoverable
damages.

FMCSA carrier safety ratings often tell part of the story before any crash data is assembled. A
carrier with a history of safety violations in oversize operations is a carrier whose oversight
failed in a documented, systematic way.

The Injury Patterns Wide-Load Crashes Produce

In a recent type of case involving an oversize construction equipment hauler that drifted into an
adjacent travel lane on 1-20, the occupants of the struck vehicle sustained injuries the treating
trauma team described as more consistent with a rollover or high-speed head-on collision than
with a sideswipe. That's the physics of contact with a 150,000-pound load, and the energy
transfer is fundamentally different from what a standard commercial vehicle crash produces.

The injury patterns these crashes produce are consistently severe, and they follow the physics
of massive weight and dimensional intrusion:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: The lateral and rotational forces involved in a wide-load
sideswipe or contact crash produce traumatic brain injuries at rates that physicians
describe as inconsistent with what other drivers expect from a "sideswipe."

e Catastrophic Spinal Cord Damage: The sudden directional change inflicted on a vehicle
struck by a wide load creates spinal cord injury patterns that include both compression
fractures and shear injuries, depending on the angle and speed of contact.

e Crush Injuries And Compartment Syndrome: When the load intrudes into the passenger
compartment, crush injuries follow. These aren't soft tissue injuries. They're orthopedic
and vascular emergencies that require multiple surgeries and prolonged rehabilitation.
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e Wrongful Death: The mass involved in oversize load crashes makes fatalities
disproportionately common. Families who lose a member in a wide-load crash face a
wrongful death claim that demands rigorous forensic investigation from the earliest
stages of the case.

When The Load Itself Becomes The Central Issue

Evidence in wide-load crash cases begins with the permit. The permit records what dimensions
and weights were authorized, what routes were approved, and what conditions were attached.
When the carrier deviated from any of those conditions, the permit becomes exhibit one in the
case against them.

Beyond the permit, the investigation turns to:
e Black box data from the power unit, including speed, braking, and steering input in the
moments before impact
e GPS route records showing whether the vehicle followed the permitted path

e \Weight station receipt records showing whether the vehicle was actually weighed in
compliance

e Escort vehicle dashcam footage, if the escort was present

e The load securement log and any documentation of how the load was measured and
certified before departure

e Electronic logging device data reflecting hours of operation and compliance with any
time-of-day restrictions

Evidence in truck accident cases disappears quickly. Carriers begin spoliation within days of a
major crash, and sometimes within hours. Sending a legal hold demand to the carrier, the
permit holder, and the freight broker as soon as counsel is retained is not optional in these
cases; it's the predicate for everything that follows.

Reaching Out Before The Evidence Window Closes

Georgia families dealing with the aftermath of an oversize truck crash owe us nothing to get
started. Our representation is contingency-based, meaning our fee is paid from the recovery we
obtain, not from your pocket while the case is under way. If you or someone you love was hurt
in a crash involving a wide-load or oversize truck, contact us today. The permit records won't
wait, and neither should you.
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