Motorcycle Accidents Caused By Drunk Drivers In Georgia

Impaired Drivers And The Catastrophic Math Of A Motorcycle Collision

When a drunk driver strikes a motorcyclist, the physics are unforgiving in a way that car-to-car
crashes simply aren't. There's no crumple zone. No airbag deployment. No B-pillar to absorb
energy before it reaches the rider. What there is, instead, is a human body absorbing forces
that motor vehicle engineers spend decades designing steel cages to handle. The injuries that
follow aren't just severe. They're life-altering in a way that takes months to fully understand
and years to live through.

Georgia law treats impaired driving as a serious criminal matter. O.C.G.A. § 40-6-391 prohibits
driving under the influence of alcohol, drugs, or any combination that renders the driver less
safe. But the criminal prosecution that follows a DUI crash and the civil claim that a motorcyclist
files are separate tracks, moving on separate timelines, toward separate outcomes. A driver
who pleads guilty or is convicted gives the injured rider important evidence. But even a charge
reduction or an acquittal doesn't eliminate the civil liability that attaches when an impaired
driver causes a crash.

At the Law Offices of Gary Martin Hays & Associates, P.C., our Georgia motorcycle accident
lawyers handle DUI crash cases for riders who have been hit by impaired drivers and left to
navigate injuries, medical debt, and insurance disputes while trying to rebuild their lives. Since
1993, our team has recovered over $1 billion for Georgia injury victims, including riders whose
cases required us to pursue every angle of liability, from the drunk driver to the establishment
that kept serving them.

The Geometry Of A DUI Strike On A Motorcycle

Drunk drivers present a specific threat to motorcyclists that differs from the general road
hazard they pose to passenger vehicle occupants. Impairment degrades the visual scanning
patterns that drivers rely on to detect motorcycles in the first place. A sober driver who isn't
paying attention may miss a motorcycle in a left-turn situation. An impaired driver who has lost
the capacity for effective visual processing is far more likely to miss the motorcycle entirely, to
misjudge its speed and position, and to initiate a maneuver that puts the two vehicles on a
collision course with no time for the rider to react.

The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) data on motorcycle fatalities
consistently shows that alcohol involvement on the part of other drivers is a recurring factor in
the most severe crashes. Speed, late detection, and the absence of protective structure for the
rider combine to produce outcomes at the fatal end of the injury spectrum far more often than
in collisions between passenger vehicles.

Common DUI strike patterns in Georgia motorcycle crashes share several structural features
that shape both the injury severity and the liability investigation:

e Left-Turn Intersection Strikes: The impaired driver turning left across oncoming traffic
fails to detect the approaching motorcycle in time. The motorcycle hits the turning
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vehicle broadside, or the vehicle completes the turn into the motorcycle's path. The
rider goes over the hood, strikes the windshield or pavement, and sustains impact
injuries from multiple contact points.

e Lane Drift And Sideswipe Collisions: The impaired driver drifts across the lane boundary
into the space the rider occupies. Contact at highway speed sends the motorcycle into
the guardrail, the shoulder, or oncoming traffic. The rider may not be struck directly but
sustains catastrophic injuries in the resulting loss of control.

e Rear-End Strikes At Speed: The impaired driver closes on a stopped or slowing
motorcycle without reducing speed. The energy transfer from vehicle to rider is massive
and concentrated, producing spinal, head, and lower extremity injuries simultaneously.

e  Wrong-Way Driving: DUl-impaired drivers appear in wrong-way crash data at rates
disproportionate to their share of traffic. A head-on collision between a wrong-way
vehicle and a motorcycle at any meaningful speed is almost always fatal or produces
injuries that are permanently disabling.

e Failure To Yield At Entry Points: The impaired driver pulls from a driveway, parking lot,
or side street into the path of a motorcyclist on the main road. The rider has no room to
brake and no evasive path.

What Georgia Law Says About Drunk Driving And Motorcyclists

Georgia's DUI statute sets the legal standard at a blood alcohol concentration of 0.08 percent or
higher for most drivers, and less safe to drive at any concentration for drivers whose actual
impairment is demonstrable. For motorcyclists pursuing a civil claim, the DUI statute matters in
two distinct ways.

First, a DUl arrest and the associated documentation, field sobriety results, officer observations,
and chemical test results, creates an evidence record that feeds directly into the civil case. Our
team moves early to preserve that record, request the dashcam footage from the responding
patrol unit, and subpoena the chemical test results before they become difficult to access.

Second, Georgia law permits juries to award punitive damages in drunk driving cases when the
defendant's conduct was willful, wanton, or showed conscious disregard for the consequences.
Getting behind the wheel with a blood alcohol level that exceeds the legal limit isn't negligence
in the ordinary sense. It's a choice made in full awareness that impairment is present. Georgia
courts have consistently recognized that this choice can support a punitive damages claim in
addition to the compensatory damages for the rider's injuries and losses.

Impaired drivers and motorcycles are a deadly combination, and Georgia's most severe
motorcycle crash incidents involve alcohol or drug impairment on the part of another driver at
rates that should alarm anyone who rides on Georgia roads.

The Injury Picture When A Motorcycle Meets An Impaired Driver

DUI motorcycle crashes produce injuries that are best understood not as a single event but as a
sequence. The initial impact, the launch or ejection phase, the primary ground contact, and any
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secondary contacts with other vehicles, barriers, or road features each contribute to the injury
burden independently.

A typical scenario looks like this: a rider traveling at 45 mph through an intersection is struck by
an impaired left-turning driver. The initial impact separates the rider from the motorcycle. The
rider travels through the air, lands on their left side, slides across asphalt for 30 feet, and then
comes to rest against the curb.

The injuries from that sequence include a traumatic brain injury from the initial impact with the
vehicle, road rash burns across the left arm and hip from the slide, a fractured pelvis from the
curb contact, and a spinal injury at the thoracic level from the torque of the ejection. Each
injury requires its own specialist.

Each creates its own treatment timeline. And together they produce a damages picture that
bears no resemblance to the medical bills from a car accident.

The injuries these crashes most consistently produce require detailed documentation from the
earliest treatment contact:

e Traumatic Brain Injuries: TBl from motorcycle crashes is frequently underdiagnosed in
the acute phase because riders may retain consciousness after the initial impact, and
standard emergency screening protocols underestimate the rotational force component
of a motorcycle ejection. Neuropsychological testing in the weeks following the crash
often reveals deficits that the emergency imaging never captured.

* Fractures And Crush Injuries: Fractures from motorcycle crashes follow the ejection
pattern. Wrist and forearm fractures from a protective instinct to break the fall. Femur
and pelvis fractures from ground contact. Rib and clavicle fractures from vehicle contact
during the initial strike. Many of these require surgical intervention and lengthy
immobilization.

e Soft Tissue And Degloving Injuries: Road rash at speed isn't an abrasion. It's a degloving
injury that removes skin, subcutaneous tissue, and in severe cases reaches muscle and
bone. Infection risk is high. Skin grafting is common. The treatment process is painful
and extended.

e Spinal Cord Damage: The ejection and secondary impact sequence in a DUl motorcycle
crash creates spinal forces that are multidirectional and often catastrophic. Riders who
are not immediately paralyzed may have unstable spinal injuries that go unrecognized in
the chaos of trauma assessment.

Georgia SB 68, signed on April 21, 2025, changed how damages are presented in jury trials
involving bodily injury claims. Juries now evaluate both the billed amount and the amount
actually accepted by the plaintiff's health insurer. For catastrophic motorcycle crash injuries
with long treatment timelines and high billings, understanding the SB 68 phantom damages
framework is essential to presenting the damages picture accurately. Our team integrates SB 68
analysis into every motorcycle crash case from the point of engagement.

Proving Impairment And Building The Damages Case
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Insurance carriers defending drunk drivers in civil cases don't concede liability simply because a
DUI arrest occurred. They examine every gap in the evidence chain, argue that the chemical
test result is unreliable, challenge the relationship between impairment and the crash
mechanics, and press hard on pre-existing conditions as an explanation for injury severity.

Building the liability case requires assembling the full DUI evidence record, the arrest report,
field sobriety videos, blood test chain of custody, the responding officer's observations, and any
witness accounts of the driver's behavior before the crash. In cases involving a bar or
restaurant, credit card records and staff accounts of service may be subpoenaed as part of the
dram shop investigation.

Insurance adjusters handling motorcycle crash claims apply a set of tactics that appear in DUI
cases just as consistently as in other motorcycle claims: early settlement offers made before the
rider understands the full scope of their injuries, requests for medical authorizations that give
the carrier access to years of pre-crash records, and arguments that the rider contributed to the
crash by failing to take evasive action. Our team anticipates each of these and responds from a
position built on complete evidence.

Wrongful death claims after a DUl motorcycle crash require a different legal framework and a
more complex damages analysis, but the core principle remains the same: the driver's choice to
operate a vehicle while impaired is the legal and factual cause of the loss, and the families of
riders who don't survive those crashes deserve full accountability.

The Dram Shop Liability Layer In DUI Crash Cases

Georgia's dram shop law creates a second source of liability in DUl motorcycle crashes when
the driver was served alcohol at a licensed establishment before the crash. A bar, restaurant, or
event venue that continues to serve a patron who is visibly intoxicated assumes a share of the
legal responsibility for the harm that patron causes after leaving.

Holding bars and restaurants accountable for drunk driving crashes in Georgia requires proving
that the establishment served alcohol to a noticeably intoxicated person and that the
intoxication was a proximate cause of the crash. Evidence in these cases includes surveillance
footage from the establishment, point-of-sale records showing the volume and timing of drinks
served, server training records, and testimony from witnesses who were present during the
service.

Dram shop liability matters for injured riders not just as an additional legal theory but as a
practical matter of coverage. A drunk driver who caused a catastrophic injury may carry
minimum insurance limits that don't come close to covering the total damages. A bar or
restaurant with commercial general liability coverage can represent a second, often much
larger, source of recovery for the rider and the rider's family.

How A Motorcycle Accident Lawyer Can Help

Georgia families dealing with the aftermath of a DUI motorcycle crash pay nothing to get
started with our firm. Our fee is contingency-based, meaning it comes from the compensation
we recover, not from the client's pocket before or during the case. If an impaired driver struck
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you or someone in your family, contact us today. The evidence in DUI cases has a short window,
and the bar that served the driver may be the most important call we make.
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